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Voter turnout in Wayanad
lower than in previous polls

The lower percentage is attributed to a lack of enthusiasm among voters in areas dominated by

LDF, says Opposition leader; Chelakkara records a turnout of 72.77% despite intense campaigning

The Hindu Bureau
KALPETTA

olling for the Waya-
nad Lok Sabha bye-
lection passed off
peacefully on Wednesday.

According to preliminary

reports, 64.24% of the vo-
ters cast their ballot in the
constituency. In the pre-
vious election, the voting
percentage was 72.92.

. As many as 9,52,543 vo-
ters, including 4,97,788
women, of the total
14,71,742 voters cast their
votes. ;

No untoward incident
was reported in the dis-
trict, Collector D.R. Megh-

. Good polling was re-
ported in the landslides-af-

-RluitmhnciMVoterswait-to cast their votes for the

Wayanad

Lok Sabha byelection on Wednesday.pm

fected region in Chooral-
mala and tribes-populated
areas in the district. The
district administration op-

erated four KSRTC buses

free of charge for the land-
slides survivors residing in
rented apartments across

the district. According to
Leader of the Opposition
and Congress leader V.D.
Satheesan, the lower tur-
nout is due to the lack of
enthusiasm among voters
in areas dominated by the
LDF.

The bypoll was necessi-
tated in the hill constituen-
cy after Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi vacated it af-
ter he also won from the
Rae Bareli constituency.

The Chelakkara As-
sembly constituency in
Thrissur district recorded
a voter turnout of 72.77% in
the byelection. Despite in-
tense campaigning, the
turnout did not fully reflect
the high energy of the
electioneering.

Voting was delayed by
half an hour in three
booths due to malfunction-
ing of EVMs. Protests broke
out when election officials

removed posters. Both the
LDF and the UDF claimed

the Election Commission
was biased in its actions.
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Jharkhand records
over 66% turnout;
Wayanad sees 64.24%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The first phase of the Jhark-
hand Assembly election on
Wednesday saw a voter fur-
nout of 66.51% till 11.50
p.m., while the Wayanad
Lok Sabha bypoll in Kerala
recorded a polling percen-
tage of 64.24.

Among the 31 Assembly
seats where byelections
were held, Gambegre in
Meghalaya saw the highest
turnout at 90.93%. Tarari
in Bihar was the lowest at
50.2%.

In Jharkhand, 43 out of
81 constituencies voted in
the first phase, while the
rest will go to the polls on
November 20. Votes will be
counted on November 23.

Trinamool worker dies
A Trinamool Congress
worker was shot dead near
the Naihati constituency in
West Bengal.

In Wayanad, Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi Va-

JMM candidate Kalpana Soren
leaving a polling booth in
Ranchi on Wednesday. PTI

dra is pitted against Navya
Haridas of the BJP and the
CPI's Sathyan Mokeri.
There were reports of
breakdown of some elec-
tronic voting machines ina
few booths there.

In Jharkhand, the 43
seats that went to the polls
included 17 general seats,
six reserved for the Sche-
duled Castes and 20 for the
Scheduled Tribes.
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Jharkhand records
over 66% turnout

The fate of 683 candidates was sealed when 1.37
crore voters cast their votes in the first phase in
Jharkhand. Interesting contests in this phase in-
clude the constituencies of Seraikella, Ranchi,
Jamshedpur West, Jaganathpur and Jamshedpur
East. Former Chief Minister and BJP candidate
Champai Soren is contesting from Seraikella,
while Jamshedpur East will see a face-off between
the Congress’s Ajoy Kumar, who once served as
the Superintendent of Police of Jamshedpur, and
Purnima Das Sahu, daughter-in-law of former
Jharkhand Chief Minister and current Odisha Go-
vernor Raghubar Das. ;
Among the Assembly segments, Seraikella-
kharsawan district topped the list with 76.02%
polling. Ranchi recorded the lowest at 62.64%.

IPS officer suspended

The Election Commission suspended a Rajasthan
cadre IPS officer Kishan Sahay Meena for derelic-
tion of duty. The official, posted in Jharkhand for
electoral duty, has been charged with returning to
Rajasthan without permission.

In the last Assembly polls in 2019, the Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha secured 30 seats, the BJP won
25. The JMM-led alliance, with the Congress and
RJD, won a majority of 47 seats.

Most of the Assembly seats where bypolls are
being held fell vacant after the sitting MLAs con-
tested the recent Lok Sabha elections and won.

Trinamool worker killed

In West Bengal, the Chief Electoral Officer has
sought a report on the killing of a Trinamool work-
er. The average voter turnout across six Assembly
constituencies stood at 70.76%. The turnout in
Taldangra was 75.2%, Haroa 76%, Medinipur
72.73%, Sitai 71.25%, Madarihat 65% and Naihati
64.38%.

In Rajasthan, the Khinwsar Assembly seat re-
corded the highest polling percentage of 75.62%,
while in Madhya Pradesh, Vijaypur recorded
77.42%. In Bihar, Tarari saw a voter turnout of
50.2% while Imamganj saw a turnout of 51.38%.
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C CORRESPONDENT
WITH AGENCIES INPUTS
NEW DELHI, NOV. 13

With war cries echoing
for tribal rights versus
infiltrators and develop-
ment versus corruption,
Jharkhand’s Assembly
elections kicked off on
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66.5% voting in
first phase

FROMPGI locals had boycotted
polling in support of

‘Despite. threats from their demand. Bypolls

Naxals, voters came out
in large numbers to vote.
The Naxalites had put up
posters and tried
obstructing the way of
yoters but security forces
successfully removed the

. posters and obstacles. BY

11 am, 60% voting
turnout was recorded at
polling booth number 25
in Sonapi, Jagannathpur
‘AC, West Singhbhum,
Jharkhand. -

The polling in all . elec-
tions remained largely
peaceful though an inci-
dent was reported in
Rajasthan’s Deoli-Uniara
in Tonk where an inde-
pendent candidate
slapped an area magis-
trate. The incident
occurred when independ-
ent candidate Naresh
Meena, a Congress rebel,
allegedly confronted sub-
divisional officer Amit

" Chaudhary for making

efforts for voting as the

took place for seven
Assembly  seats in
Rajasthan on Wednesday.
Across  the states,
polling was largely pedce-
ful, with only minor elec-
tronic voting machine
(EVM) glitches in
Wayanad and
Chelakkara, which offi-
cials promptly addressed.
In Bihar, byelections
took place for Tarari,
Imamganj, Belaganj and
Ramgarh Assembly seats
while in Assam it was
held in five Assembly
seats.
Sporadic incidents of
violence, including a
shootout-cum.—crude_
bomb attack in Bhatpara
in North 24 Parganas dis-
trict that killed & local
TMC worker, marred the
Bengal byelections, while
the voter turnout across
six constituencies stood
at 69.29 per cent till
5 pm.
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66.5% vote during first phase of
Ykhand polls; it was 63.7% in 2019

Poor Turnout
In Ranchi,
Jamshedpur

Dhritiman.Ray@timesofindia.com

Ranchi: The overall voter turn-
outinthefirst phase of the Jhark-
hand assembly election on
Wednesday, for 43 seats, was re-
corded at 66.5%, nearly three per-
centage points higher than the
63.7% for these seats in 2019.

Rural. areas, mostly tribal
belts in JMM’s stronghold of Kol-
han division, saw brisk voting
since the morning, while urban
apathy led to low turnouts across
constituencies overlapping Ran-
chiand Jamshedpur as 1.37 crore
voters cast their ballots.

At79.1%, Kharsawan (ST seat)
saw the highest turnout, while
Ranchi recorded the lowest turn-
out, 52.3%. Jamshedpur East and
West segments settled at 57% and
56.3%, respectively. “In Budha Pa-
had area in Garhwa district, once
considered a stronghold of extre-
mists, long queues, and peaceful
polling at Hesatu Polling station
signalled the deep penetration of

hadeo Sen

FAN FAVOURITE: Former Indian
skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni and
his wife Sakshi during the first
phase of assembly election in
Ranchi on Wednesday

Cong wants to end reservation to win polls: PM

Palwur/ Dumka: Prime Minister Narendra Modi steppedup campaigningin
Santhal Pargana for the second phase of the Jharkhand assembly election,
calling upon voters to unite and bring BJP into govt ifthey valuedtheir“roti,
beti, and maati(employment, daughters, and land)", reportJaideep
Deogharia & Rajesh Kr Pandey. Ahead of polling on Nov 2 for the
remaining 38assembly seats in Jharkhand, PM Modi addressed election
rallies atthe temple town of Deoghar and in adjacent Godda district,
seeking supportfor NDA candidates contesting 18 seats in Santhal Pargana

* region. Targeting Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, Modi accused Congress of

being against the reservation policy and hinted that the demand fora
caste-based censusisaimedat dividing people and ending reservation

[benefits enjoyed by them. Claiming Congress was anti-tribal and that its

politicians demeantribal leaders, Modi cited the example of Sita Soren
being abused by a Congress candidate. “This isthe same party which putits
entire might to defeat tribal daughter Droupadi Murmuinthe presidential
election when BJP nominated a tribal daughter for the highest office in the
country. No wonder their leader insulted sister Sita Soren and even then
JMM remained quiet,” he said. ;

democratic ethos ... this polling
station was set up in Budha Pa-
had area for the Lok Sabha Elec-
tions 2024, allowing residents to
vote in their own village,” the
Election Commission said on
Wednesday: ; _
Even as voters lined up out-

side booths, hectic campaigning
for the second phase of the elec-
tion for the 38 remaining seats, in
the crucial JMM strongholds of
tribal heartland Santhal Pargana
and coal-rich Koylanchal, picked
up pace. Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi addressed two election

rallies in Deoghar and Godda, mer CM Champai Soren, who cast
while chief minister Hemant his vote in Seraikela (ST), said
Soren addressed rallies in Dhan-  BJP would ride home on theissue
badand Hazaribagh districts. of infiltration.

The final phase of voting will Voters defied bandh calls by -
beheld on Nov 20. Maoists in Jagannathpur (ST)

Early in the day Odishagover- and Manoharpur (ST) assembly
nor Raghubar Das voted in Jam-  segments and turned up in num-
shedpur (East), while CM He-  berstoexercisetheirfranchise.
mant Soren and his wife, Kalpana (With inputs from Abhijit Sen
Soren, Rajya Sabha deputy chair- In Hazaribagh, Vishvendu Jaipu-
man Harivansh Narayan Singh, riarin Chatra, KA Guptain
former Indian cricketer Mahen- Gumlaand B Sridharin
dra Singh Dhoni and other VIPs Jamshedpur)

cast their votes in Ranchi. For-

35-90% voter turnout
in assembly bypolls,
65% in Wayanad

Jaipur/Wayanad: A turnout rangingfrom55%
to90% was recorded in the bypollsto 31 assembly
seats inl0states while in the Wayanad Lok Sabha
constituency, the polling percentage wasaround
65 on Wednesday with voting in West Bengal
marred by sporadic incidents of violence in
which a TMC worker was killed.

<oE»mSmm conducted in seven seats in Rajas-
than, six in West Bengal, five in Assam, four
seats in Bihar, three in Karnataka, two seats in
Madhya Pradesh, and one seat each in Chhattis-
garh, Gujarat, Kerala and Meghalaya besides
Wayanad. Votes will be counted on November23.

_ Most of these seats fell vacant after the sit-
ting MLAs contested the Lok Sabha elections
and won while in some constituencies, the by-
pollsarebeingheld due to death of therepresen-
tatives.

In Meghalaya, a high turnout of 90.84% was
recorded in the lone Ganbegre seat in West Garo
Hillsdistrict, chief electoral officerBD R Tiwari
said. Former TMC ward president Ashok Shaw
was killed in the shootout-cum-crude bomb at-
tack in Bhatpara in North 24 Parganas in West
Bengal, where the voter turnout was last report-
ed to be 69.29%. A polling percentage of over 65
was recorded in the bypolls to the seven seats in
Rajasthan ~ Jhunjhunu, Dausa, Deoli-Uniara,
Ehinvsar, Chorasi, Salumber and Ramgarh.

Wayanad Lok Sabha constituency in Kerala,
from where Congress general secretary Priyan-
ka Gandhi Vadramade her electoraldebut,sawa
voter turnout of around 65%. This wasa decline
from the close to 74% turnout recorded in the
polls held in April, when her brother Rahul
Gandhi contested from the hill constituency. eri
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