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States in crisis as parties

- pledge freebies for votes

ive a'man a fish and you provide him a meal but teach him how to
‘ : fish and you give hima livelihood, goes a saying. As another elec-

its people in the working age group.
In this hi

Y competitive season of ladling out promises of freebies to

win votes, each political party tries to outdo rivals by offering to spend
freely from taxpayers’ money in handing out incentives that may drain the
exchequer but may help garner votes fof the netas and their parties.

- cover of 18,000 a month to be di ectly transferred to the eldest woman of a

i

household.

Governments that are dol.iﬁg out incentives aimed at empowering

women are moving rapidly towards a financial erisis with some states like

Himachal Pradesh struggling even to pay gov-

With theCongress ernment staff their salaries at the beginning of a
: promlsmg women month, 3 ; ;

33,000 a month Such a prospect of financial bankruptey of

besides rations and States that are already swimming against the

i tide with monthly interest payments running
a phenomenal 25 into théusands of crores, however, seems tq
lakh health COVer, mean nothing to the netas as they bid for the
BJP is inclined to power fo run the states, wooing voters by

Put it all together in Promising the moon.

As a class, politicians seem impervious to the

a package akin to a cost-of-living crisis that the middle class down-

basic household wards face as sticky inflation rises and rules, Tt
expenses cover has been pointed out that the gross fiscal deficit
3 of the states is somewhere in the region of Rs 9.4

lakh crores now, having risen to that humongous figure from Rs 3.2 Iakh
crores in the last 10 years. ' : :

The delivery of free electricity, with a i:éﬂi_ﬁg of af'mmd ?J()Oumts that

may define a lower middle_famﬂy’s consumption in a month, has left most

women’s émpowerment, but they come with a cost.

Of course, everything adds more burden to the deficit in state finances,

Throw in all loss-making state ventures and the debt of every Indian adds
up to just under $2,000 per person in the $2.8 trillion national debt (Central
as well as of states, municip
security funds) as computed at the end of 2023.

ties, public secfor institutions and social

The point is this competitive culture of freebies forr votes is a j:oh'tical

phenomenon that is infrinsically dishonest. That all parties are guilty of it
absolves none in this deceptive practice of cash and incentives for votes, It

may be practised around the world, but it seems to be done with a compet-
itive zeal in India regardless of the effect on public ﬁngmces._ C
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- Back-to-back
encounters in
J&K ahead of
Sept 18 polls

Sanjay Khajuria | tnn

Jammu: Shootouts between se-
curity forcesand terrorists con-
tinued in J&K just three days
before the first phaseof polling
for the assembly elections on
Sept 18. After a gunfight broke
out in Mendhar sector of
Poonch district Sunday morn-
ing, another erupted in the af-
ternoon in the remote Nuknali
Baniarea of Kathua district.

Officials said no casualties
have been reported till evening
from either operations, “Dur-
ing a search operation, terror-
ists fired at security forces,
leading to a fierce gunfight in
Kathua. At least two-three ter-
rorists are suspected to be
trapped at the site, Additional
roops have been deployed to
S en the cordon,” an offi-
cialsaid.

EC may not advance
Delhi polls as electoral
roll revision is still on

Bharti.Jain@timesofindia.com  three months,” an EC fune-
tionary said.

New Delhi: Election Com- That EC had never con-
mission may notbe in aposi- sidered clubbing assembly
tion to bring forward as- polls in Delhi with Maha-
sembly polls in Delhi, due in rashtra and Jharkhand was
Feb 2025, to Nov as the state evident as it had ordered
is currently witnessing the summary revision of electo-
annual s revision  ral rolls with respect to July
of electoral rolls along with  1,2023, asthe qualifying date
the rest of the country, with  onlyin respect of four states
the processsetto becomplet- — J&K and Haryana where
edand thefinal updatedrolls polls are currently under-

published by Jan 8, 2025.

Sources in EC said pre-
revision activities for the
countrywide annual sum-
mary revision, including in
Delhi, had started on Aug20
| and will go on till Oct 18, As
per the schedule announced
by EC on Aug?7, the integrat-
ed draft roll will be prepared
between Oct 19 and 23 and
published on Oct 29,

Claims and objections
may be filed till Nov 28. Fol-
lowing the disposal of
claimsandobjections by Dec
24, the final rolls shall be
published by Jans.

“Election authorities in
Delhi will be pre-occupied
with the annual summary
rolls revision for the next

way and Maharashtra and
Jharkhand that are likely to
goto polls in Nov.

While the term of Maha-
rashira assembly is due to
expire on Nov 26, that of
Jharkhand assembly will
end on Jan 5. The term of
Delhiassembly will end only
on Feb 23, 2025. EC is set to
announce polls in Maha-
rashtra and Jharkhand in
the first or second week of
Oct. “There is too little time
now to add Delhi to the list,”
anofficial said.

With the final rolls for
Delhi with Jan1, 2024, as the
reference date, due be pub-
lished by Jan 8, assembly
polls may be announced
soon after, said a source.
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