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EC issues
notices to
West Bengal
BJP chief

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Election Commission
(EC) issued two separate
showcause notices to West
Ber'lgal BJP chief Sukanta
Majumdar on Saturday for
his party allegedly issuing
advertisements  targeting
the ruling Trinamool
Congress.
The poll panel has
sought Mr. Majumdar’s ex-
- planation on why two ad-
vertisements of the BJP
should not be treated as
violative of the Model Code
of Conduct, which is in
force for the ongoing Lok
Sabha polls, and its adviso-
Iy to political parties.
iThe BJP leader has been
asked to respond by 5 p.m.
on May 21. :
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EC censures TMC
Humayun Kabir for
threatening voters

NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission on Saturday
censured TMC leader
Humayun Kabir for
allegedly threatening
voters and rival party
workers through
statements based on
religious lines. Respond- .
ing to a show-cause notice
issued to him on the
matter, Kabir had
defended himself and said
his remarks were
deliberately taken inisola-
tion to make it seemas a
threat and a violation of
the model code of
conduct. Dubbing his
remarks as a misconduct,
the Election Commission
“strongly condemned”
and censured him.
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With guns silent,
92 LoG villages
upbeat ahead of
Baramulla polls

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

ive years since 2019, when Jammu and

Kashmir saw the highest - 3,200 -

umber of cross-border shelling
episodes, the people of 92 villages within a
19-kilometre stretch along the Line of Control
(LoC) are jubilant amid ional and
awareness es. In some pockets,
even residents of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
could observe the special election felated

events.

Officials said that it was for the first time
that the Election Commission's Systenatic
Voter Education and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) programimes were held in villages
close to the LoC. “We started voter awareness
programmies from the first polling station of
India, Seemari, in Kupwara's Kamah. The
first-time voters of India’s first polling station
were engaged. A Tiranga rally of
schoolchildren was held to showrase the
unwavering spirit of Indian democracy. Let’s
stand together on May 20 as Seemari leads
the way,” Sapna Kotwal, nodal officer, told
The Hindu,

Peaceful atmosphere

Singer Kabul Bukhari also created a buzz in
Karnhah with even the residents on the other
side of the divide hitting the banks of the
Neelam river to get a glimpse of the
electioneering activities, the officials said. *It
was a rare experience. Electioneering in a
very peaceful atmosphere. It's going to make
a difference in voter turnout in areas close lo
the LoG,” Nazir Khan, a resident, said.

Under the SVEEP, most villages close to the
LoC were covered for the first time in 30
years. It was only possible because of the
strict adherence to the ceasefire agreement
‘between India and Pakistan since February
2020 in JRK.

There are 62 villages in Baramulla district,
three in Kupwara and 27 In Bandipora located
between 2 km to 19 km of the LoG in the
Baramulla Lok Sabha constituency. India and
Pakistan share a 776-km LoC, mostly through
the three districts in the Kashmir Valley.

Even in the Gurez valley of Bandipora,
which remained a target of cross-border
shelling even in the months of September and
November in 2020, peace has added to
voters' enthusiasm. “The fear that Pakistan
could resort to shelling has gone down
considerably in the past four years. People
even move late In the evening,” Khalid
Gurezi, a resident of lzmarg, said.

P.X. Pole, Chief Electoral Officer, J&K,
fanned out multiple teams in the Tulail valley
of Gurez this month “to ensure greater
participation of voters in the upcomit
election®. Local voters were engaged in
events such as a tug-of-war and singing and
dance competitions to enhance public
participation in the polling day scheduled on
May 20, an official said.

Ms. Kotwal said pink polling stations were
also set up in Gurez “as we expect women in
large numbers to participate in the polls®.

Scores of enthusiastic voters conveyed
their eagerness to participate in activities in
the picturesque Keran area onZero Linein
Kupwara, an official said on Saturday.
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High-voltage poll campaign
ends for 49 seats of Phase-5

Amethi, Rae Bareli in hmehght WB sees highest security deployment

Mumbai/Lucknow, May
18: Campaigning conclud-
ed on Saturday for the
fifth phase of Lok Sabha
polls covering 49 con-
stituencies in six states
and two UTs including the
high-profile Rae Bareli
and Amethi seats from
where former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi
and.  Union = minister
Smriti Irani are-in the fray
respectively. .

In Jammu and Kashmir’s
Baramulla, former chief
minister Omar Abdullah,
who is among 22 candi-
dates in the fray, held a
roadshow in Soibugh — a
central Kashmir village
that was once a hotbed of
militancy . — 'on the last
day of eampaigning.

While . temperatures
soared across the country,
there .was no let-up in the
campaign heat as the Lok

Sabha election season

entered the last fortnight.

Students fr m human ¢

The Election Comm;ssmn
on Tuesday said it expects
star campaigners, particu-
larly of. the national par-
ties, to lead by example in
the remaining three phas-
es of the Lok Sabha polls

and not vitiate the delicate

fabric of society.

With over 40 of these
~seats with the National

INDIA” to raise awareness about voting rights in
'Mirzapur, Uttar. Pradesh on Saturday.

welfare initiatives taken
by his government.

On Monday, polling will
be held in 13 seats in
Maharashtra, 14 in Uttar
Pradesh, seven in- West
Bengal, five in Bihar, three
in Jharkhand, five in
Odisha and one each in

Jammu ‘and Kashmir and

Ladakh. This round cov-
ers the least number of

¢  seats (49) in the seven-

in displaying "VOTE FOR

- PTI

Democratic ~ Alliance
(NDA), Prime Minister
Narendra and other BJP
leaders tried to fend off
the challenge posed by the
INDIA bloc parties by rais-
ing the pitch on issues of
appeasement, dynastic
politics, Ram temple,

Citizenship ‘Amendment

Act (CAA), corruption and

phase election.

Security -~ has  been
stepped ~up in = West
Bengal’s seven constituen-
cies, with over 57 per cent

..of the polling stations

identified as sensitive ‘in
the fifth phase, the highest
till now in this election,
Over 60,000 personnel of
Central forces, = besides
around 30,000 personnel of
the state police, have been
deployed, which is more
than in the four previous
phases in the state, an offi-
cial said. —PTT
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New Delhi: The Election
Commission (EC) on
Saturday censured Trinamool
Congress leader Humayun
Kabir for comments threat-
ening voters, and workers of
the BJP saying he will drown
them in Bhagirathi river. The
EC also issued'a showcause
notice to BJP’s West Bengal
chief Sukanta Majumdar over
advertisements targeting
TMC. The Trinamul MLA was
campaigning for the Lok
Sabha elections in West
Bengal’s Murshidabad dis-
trict when he allegedly
threatened to “drown oppo-
nents in the Bhagirathi
River” or he would retire
from active politics. Mr Kabir
represents Bharatpur assem-
bly constituency, situated in
the Murshidabad district of
West Bengal.
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New, Delhi, May 18:
The Congress . on:
Saturday took strong
objection to Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s charge that the
party will “bulloze the
Ram temple” if elect‘ed
to power, accusing him
of instigating people
and demanded that the
Election Commission
takes action ' on
him.Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said
it is the BJP that uses

" the bulldozer:

"It is the BJP that uses
the bulldozer: We have
never run a bulldozer on
anyone till date. The
Election Commission
should take action
against Modi ji and the
BJP for saying such
things about the temple

- of God which is current-

ly under construction by

the trust. By saying sqch
things, they are creating
anger among the public.

They are inciting the.

public, they are instigat-
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Campaigning for
5th phase ends

Ml_lmbail[_,uclmow, May
lg. Campaigning conclud-
ed on Saturday for the fifth
phase_ of Lok Sabha polls
covering 49 constituencies
In six states and two UTs
including the high-profile
Rae Bareli and Amethi
seats from where former
Congre_ss president Rahul
Gandhi and Union minis-
ter Smriti Irani are in the
ery r&spegtively.

n Monday, pollin i
be held in lg sea%swﬂll
Maharasgu'a, 14 in Uttar
Pradesh, seven in West
Bengal, five in Bihar, three
In Jharkhand, five in

Odisha and one each in J-
and Ladakh. This I‘OULTH%
covers the least number of
seats (49) in the seven-
pl%%se-election. :

e parties also wra

up canvassing __inppgcsi
Assembly constituencies
In Odisha, where BJD
president and  Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik
1s among the candidates.

In Jammu and Kashmir’s
qugmulla, former chief
minister Omar Abdullah
g;}:gs is axﬂrlmng 22 candi-

in the .

roadshow e
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Indicements worth Rs 8,880 crore seized;
drugs contribute 45 pe of total seizures -
NEW. DELHE: Authorities have seize ' s

inducements worth Rs 8,889 crore
voters in the ongoing Lok Sabha po

d cash, drugsand
that aimedto influence
{Is, the Election Commis-

sion said on Saturday. At 45 per cent, drugs formed the

biggest chunk of the total se
Rs 3,959 crore were seized, it said. D

izures. Narcotics worth around

rugs, liquor, precious

metals, freebies and cash influence elections in varying

degrees,
‘through reduced le
authority said. Ana
Territories that use

becoming consumption terr
Gujarat Anti-Terrorism Squad,
the Indian Coast Guard in joint o

soma flowing directly as inducements while others
vels of circulation of money, the poll
lysis of data found that states and Union
d to be transit zones are increasingly
itories of drugs, it said. The

Narcotics Control Bureau and
perations have made three

high-value seizures of drugs in just three days, amounting to
Rs 892 crore, the poil panel noted.
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Education, jobs, respect main poll issues
says BEC’s Himachal trans campaigner

SHIMLA: Abuse by students
and reluctance on the
part of teachers to take
action compelled her to
drop out of school after
class IX, says Maya
Thakur, the transgender
icon of the election
department of Himachal
Pradesh’s Solan district.

Hailing from the Kothi
village in Kunihar of the

Solan district under Shimla

parliamentary constituen-
cy, Thakur said that the
situation had become so
grim that villagers started
pressurising her family to
“throw her out.”

She was perhaps the only
transgender among 35

belonging to the third
gender in the state, who
gathered the courage to
speak up. :

“When I used to tell my
family members about the
mal-treatment and
discrimination in the school

- to an extent that I was not

allowed to use the toilet,
they thought I was making
excuses to skip the school.

- Given a chance, I would like
~to resume my education,”

she said, lamenting that she
faced discrimination at
“every step in life.”

- “Education, jobs and
ending discrimination
against transgenders are
our main issues. There are
transgenders who wish to

Maya Thakur
study, become teachers, -
" lawyers, join the police and
excel in other spheres of life
but when we apply for jobs,
- the] response is ‘will tell you
if there is any scheme for
'you." “I would appeal to -
voters, especlally the
transgenders, to 2
employment, safetyand

education and elect good
people who could work for

- development and welfare of

the people,” she said.
-“I'was born as a male but

* identified myselfas a

woman, My identity is that
of a transgender woman, we
are unisex and not
eunuchs,” she said, adding

. that they are not accepted

in society as people
consider them eunuchs.

+ . The situation is still

better in south India as
compared to the north, and
there is aneed to spread
awareness for social

L acceptabﬂlty for fransgen-

, who have the right to-

live a life of their chmce,
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Fifth phase today; shed
‘urban apathy’, says EC

Poll bady urges voters to come out in greater numbers and vote with responsibility; 49 seats in

eight States, Union Tertitories will see polling; voting to be held for 35 Assembly seats in Odisha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

n the eve of the

fifth phase of the

Lok  Sabha elec-
tion, the Election Commis-
sion (EC) on Sunday said it
was geared for the polls in
49 seats across eight States
and Union Territories, ma-
ny of them in urban areas
such as Mumbai, Lucknow,
Hooghly, Howrah and
Thane,

Voting in 35 Assembly:

constituencies in Odisha
will be held simultaneously
in this phase. Polling will
be held in politically im-
portant constituencies for
the Congress in Uttar Pra-
desh such as Rae Bareli
. and Amethi.

Keeping in mind the low
turnout in the previous
phases, the EC urged the
voters to come out in grea-

Stage set: Officials collect election materials before leaving for

polling stations at Kargil in Ladakh on Sunday. ANI

ter numbers and vote with
responsibility and pride.
“Until now, the Lok Sabha
election 2024 has seen the
voter furnout at polling sta-
tions of about 66.95%.
Around 451 million people
have already voted during
the first four phases,” the
statement said.

Elections will be held in
Bihar, Jammu and Kash-
mir, Ladakh, Jharkhand,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal.
Cities such as Mumbai,
‘Thane and Lucknow are al-
so going to the polls in this
phase, and the EC said
these cities had in the past

suffered from “urban
apathy” in voting. “The
commission specially calls
upon these city dwellers to
erase the stigma by turning
out in higher numbers,”
the statement said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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Fifth phase today; shed
‘urban apathy’, says EC
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Amid warnings of heatwaves in several parts of
the northern States, the EC said that polling sta-
tions will have ample shade, drinking water,
ramps, toilets and other basic facilities to ensure
that polling takes place in a comfortable and se-
cure environment. The poll body added that offi-
cials had been advised to take adequate measures
to manage hot weather conditions.

“Around 9.47 lakh polling officials will welcome
over 8.95 crore voters across 94,732 polling sta-
tions. Over 8.95 crore voters include 4.69 crore
male; 4.26 crore female and 5,409 third gender
electors,’ the EC said.

There are over 7.81 lakh registered voters aged
above 85, 24,792 above 100, and 7.03 lakh voters
who are persons with disabilities for this phase
who have been provided the option to vote from
the comfort of their homes. Seventeen special
trains and 508 helicopter sorties have been used
to ferry polling and security personnel.
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Booth agents get absolute turnout data,
but not all candidates can afford them

While Opposition parties and civil soclety groups want Form 17 G, which has the absolute number of votes polled in a booth, to be released online,

Elcc_uun Commission maintains that the information Is supposed to be given only to polling agents, and not to the general public or even the media

NEW DELHI

het day in the Sultan

purl area here, and

Arun Kumar Garg is busy

* training a group of Con-

gress workers 1o work as

booth agents for party can-

didates for the Lok Sabha

election in the national
capital on May 25,

The heat does not both-
er Mr. Garg, who says his
party is in a race against
time as they want to pre-

. pare the polling agents on
* all aspects, especially the

l[h]’pm_onaseaﬂ.ng

working of the electronic |

voting machines (EVMs)
and the use of Form 17 C.

The form is the stamped
certificate handed out to
the polling agent of a can-
didate by the presiding of-
ficer of a booth and it con-
tains the absolute number
of votes polled in that
booth as against the total
number of registered elec-
tors and many other de-
tails. It Is this plece of pap-
er which has become the
bone of contention bet-
ween the Opposition and
civil society groups on one
side and the Election Com-
mission (EC).

The Opposition heat
stems from the fact that the
poll panel has not given
out the absolute number of
votes polled in any consti-
tuency. Only voting per-
centages have been given,
that too after much delay
in the first two phases. The

panel maintalns that Form diately, as the st
lT C (Part 1)is supposed lo  measure of transparency.
given only to the candi-  So, candidates are aware

rla(e, read polling agents,
and not to the public or
even the media.

In the scathing letter it
wroté to Congress presl-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge,
the EC said: “It may be not-
ed that Commission is not
legally bound to publish
any voler turnout data at
aggregate level of a consti-
tuency, a State or in a
phase of election because
voter turnout Is recorded
at polling station level in
statutory Form 17 C which
is prepared by the presid-
ing officer and signed by
the polling agents of candi-
dates present. Coples of
Form 17 € are shared with
polling agents present im-

and In possession of exact
voter turnout data in abso-
lute numbers even beflore
itis known to the EC"
But are all candidates,
ially those of the Op-
position, able to put up
polling agents in all booths
in  their constituencies?
“No,” says Congress Rajya
Sabha member Shakti
Singh Gohil, who has con-
tested many elections and
has been part of his party’s
grassroots organisational
machinery, especially in
his home State of Gujarat,
One constituency has
roughly 2,000 to 2,200
booths. A polling agent has
to be at the booth around
5.30 a.m. on the day of vot-

5 = T35 . Vi ~ vl
Point of contentlon: Polling officials with EVMs and ather election material leaving for election duty on
the eve of the fifth phase of the Lok Sabha election in Hajipur an Sunday. P11

Ing when a dry run Is con-
ducted to check the func-
tioning of the EVMs and
tally the serial numbers on
them. Polling begins at 7
a.m. and continues tll
around 6 p.m. after which
the agent is handed over a
copy of Form 17 C (Part 1),
which is stamped by the
presiding  officer and
signed by the polling
agents of all candidates.

‘At least two agents’
Thus, a candidate needs at

least two agents in each .

booth - one who will sit
through the entire day and
one who will relieve him
for meals and rest. A candi-
date therefore needs to
have approximately 6,000
polling agents in each con-
stituency. These agents are

i an allowance of
1,000 to 1,200 each, say
most ground-level
workers,

“This shows that it is Im-

possible for smaller parties
and many Independents to
have polling agents in all
‘booths,” Mr. Gohil told The
Hindy.
Jagdeep Chhokar, foun-
der member of the Asso-
ciation for Democratic Re-
forms (ADR) 100 concurs:
“I did not see any polling
agent in the booth where |
voled.” The ADR has ap-
proached the Supreme
Court seeking that Form 17
C be uploaded on the EC
website as soon as it s
stamped and signed by the
presiding officer. The Su-
preme Court on Friday
asked the commission why
this could not be dane, and
fixed May 24 as the next
date for hearing.

Aseparate group of civil
society members also met
the EC and submitted a pe-
tition on this demand.

Anjali Bharadwaj, direc-
tor of Common Cause who
was part of this delegation,
said there were three fac-
tors this time which were
raising doubts. “The EC al-
ways discloses absolute
number of voter turnout.
This time, they are only
disclosing  percentages,
usually the turnouts are
out within 24 hours of end
of polling unlike this ume
and the increase in voter
tumnout in the final figures
is unusually high.*

“We are just asking that
a5 copy of Form 17
C be uploaded as soon as it
is submitted by the presid-
ing officer for the sake of
transparency,” she says.

Senior officials In the
Election Commissien and
those who have been part
of the system, however,
dismiss any scope for
"tampering” with the data
at the booth level.

Former Chief Election
Commissioner O.P, Rawat
says the team of polling of-
ficers in any booth Is ran-
domised and allotted their
booths only on the eve of
election, This, coupled
with the fact that they are
drawn from different seg-
ments such as government
schools and public sector
banks, makes it impossible
for any kind of wrongdoing
to take place.

Ground-level workers of
Opposition parties, howev-
er, raise questions on the
training imparted to these
officials. *Just as for polling
agents, these officials too
are given a hurried train-
ing," says Rajesh Garg, of
the Delhi Pradesh Con-
gress Committee who is
the head of the party's
training department in the
capital. Thus, he says, "Un-
less the EC gives out the ab-

solute numbers, then
doubts will remain in peo-
ple’s minds.”

An argument Mr. Rawat
agrees with. “There is no
harm in disclosing the de-
tails,” he says.

+



~ TNCC Chief
~ Hits Out At
PM Modi

Times News Network

Chennai: Former Union fi-
nance minister P. Chidam-
baram has flayed Chief
Election Commissioner Ra-
JivKumar forthedelay inac-
ting upon the controversial
speeches of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at- Jalore
and Banswara in Rajasthan
lastmonth.

Taking to X on Sunday,
Chidambaram also took a
dig at the Election Commis-
sion of India for issuing the

CHE PLMES
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Chidambaram

R

)

- “ Why does the current CEC take a month to decide on
& the non-notice to Mr Narendra Modi for his speeches at
Jalore and Banswara (it was instead issued to the BJP Pre-
sident who did not make the speech!)?

P CHIDAMBARAM
Former Union finance minister

notice seeking explanation
for Modi's speeches to BJP
president J P Nadda. “Why
doesthecurrent CEC (Chief
Election Commissioner) ta-
ke a month to decide on the
non-notice to Mr Narendra
Modi for his speeches at Ja-
lore and Banswara (it was
instead issued to the BJP
President who did not make
thespeech!)?” he said,
Modi’s remarks in Ra-
Jjasthan on April 21 sparked

afurore with the opposition
alleging that the PM was
trying to drive a wedge het-
ween Hindus and Muslims.

Poinling out that the
elections are nearly over,
with only two more phases
remaining, Chidambaram
wondered if the ECI would
take any further action on
Modi's speeches. “I suppose
the ECIwillallow the Comp-
lainttolapseand pronounce
that it was "infructuous™"

he said, adding that some
Chiel Election Commissio
ners follow the example set
by former CEC T N Seshan,
butnot all,

Tamil Nadu Congress
hascharged that PM Modi is
continuing his ‘hate spee-
ches’ due to fear of losing
theelection.

TNCC president K Selva-
perunthagai hit out at PM
Modi for his speech that the
RamMandirin Ayodhya wo-

takes a dig at CEC

uld be razed if Congress ca-
me to power.

“Itisthe BJP that hasthe
habitof demolishing. Cong-
ress’s habit isonly tobuild,”
hesaid.

“ltwasthe Congressthat
built the nation after Inde-
pendence. “We have estab-
lished several temples, But
BJP is known to demolish
what Congress has built.”

On  Modi's statement
that Congress willdemolish
Ram temple if voted to offi-
ce at Centre, Selvaperun-
thagai said even he was a
Ram Bhakt and so were se-
veral Congressmen,

“How will we allow the
demolition of Ram temple?
Due tofearof defeat, Modi is
indulging in such hate poli-
tics,” hesaid.
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Rae Bareli, Amethi among 49

LS seats gomg to

DC CORRESPONDENT
‘NEW.DELHI, MAY 19

As the Lok Sabha elec-
tions move into the fifth
phase, voters in 49 parlia-
mentary constituencies

across eight states will be,

casting their ballots on
May 20 to elect the new
government. As many as
- 14 constituencies, - includ-

" ing Rae Bareli, Amethi
- and Lucknow, in the key
state of Uttar Pradesh, will
also go to polls in'this
phase. Voters from 13 con-
stituencies o © in
. Maharashtra, seven in
West Bengal, five each in
Bihar and Odisha, three in
Jharkhand, and one each
" in Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh will cast their
ballots on Monday.

Rae Bareli and Amethi
are. strongholds of the
Gandhi family. In the pre-
vious election, Sonia
Gandhi, then the Congress
chief, secured victory in
Rae Bareli, while her son
_'Rahul Gandhi was defeat-

ed in Amethi by Union

. minister Smriti Irani.

In Lucknow, ' defence:

minister Rajnath Singh is
vying for a third consecu-
tive term. He faces opposi-
tion from Ravidas
Mehrotra of the
Samajwadi Party and
Sarwar

Bahujan Samaj Party.

guttgﬁﬁﬁrﬁgqg&b;ﬂé)

Malik of = the

Maharashtra (13)
Sﬁ..t:.BQQQﬁl:-GT;)J
Bihar, Od;sha_(s each)

'Polli officials carry electronic vdn ma_chi:'les (EVMs)

olls today

. ToP CONTENDERS. i
-# Rajnath Singh+
(Lucknow)

@ Omar Abdu[!ah' '}

(Baramu!la)

,_,i._a Piyush Goyal =
(Mumbai orth)

and other election related materials required for the 5th
phase of 'general elections, in Leh, Sunday A

The Kaiserganj seat, rep-

resented by the controver-

sial MP  and former
Wrestling Federation of
India president
Bhushan Sharan Singh, is
going to polls on Monday.
The BJP has nominated
Karan Bhushan Singh, the
sitting MP’s son, for this
seat. He is competing

‘against the SP’s Bhagat

Ram Mishra and the BSP’s
Narendra Pandey.
i

Brij -

National Conference
vice-president Omar
Abdullah will contest on
the JKNC ticket from:
Baramulla. He will be up

. against Sajad Lone of the

Peoples Conference (PC).
From Mumbai, Union

minister Piyush Goyal’s

fate will also be sealed in

" the fifth phase on May 20.

Mr Goyal will contest
against Congress’

- Bhushan Patil.
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