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 FIR registered
againstschool
for bringing
students o

| PMis roadshow

i
| DOIMBATORE

 “Fhe Sai Baba Colomy Police
%uglmedaﬁm!nhm
Sl ars
i day azainst & .
oot lor making s
sudents partl in &
| toadshow by Frime Mits
er Narendra Modi in
* Colmbatore on March 8.
| The FIR was registered
 under Section 75 of the Ju-
| venile Justice (Care and
! protection of Children!
© Act, 2015 on a complaint
'_aem_mecmhmrems«

Commission of india, stating that the SF had "used
chidren for e woTks ™ 3P0 AsRMGEMENT

Earlier, the Coimbatore District Elementary Edu:
Officer Puni €

“The school has 24 hours to subimsit s report
and the findings will be shared after the Election
Commission fs informned”shesald.

3 Hith :.‘ i

show, which spanned a 4-km stretch between
Ganga Hospital o Mettupalayam Hoad and che

Chief Education Officer (CEO) M. Balamuirall
had said: “We have initinted an vestigation.
Prior 10 the event, ail schools were expliathy in-
structed to abstain from such practices.” Y

ARD P. Suresh, speaking to The Hindu, con.
firmed these practices violate the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC). “Onee the inquiry is concluded,
mpomwﬁlbebrwamdmdnwcmﬁnh-
ston for further action,” e sald. z

The DMK subsmitted 2 complaint to the Election
Commission of liidia against the BIP, stating that
the national party had “used children fov eléction- -
related works™ and sought a probe into the mat-
ter. The complaint, made by DMK Organisation
Secretary RS, Bharathi and addressed to the Chiel
Flectaral Oficer (CEO), afleged that “children
aged below 15" were immived in the BJPs cam-
paigning activities. “The children wers made 1o
wear clothes with the BJP insigina and recie
poems.” ;

They wers “made 16 wear saffron robes” and
stand in a queue, carrying BJP flags during the
roadshow, it said; adding that these were violative
of the Child and Adolescent Labour i Prohibition
and Regulation) Act, 1986, Mr: Bharathi further
urged the Blection Commission of India o Lakeac-
tion against the BJF, protect children from child k-
ssour and prevent them from participating in elec-
sion-related works and campaigns. - ®

tnanothier complaint to the UEO, the DMK sid
that the remarks made by Union Finance Minister
Nirmaia Sitbaraman amounted to “hate speech
with unverified allegations” that created “reli-
gious Ieeling for securing votes in Byvour of her
party” He said that she had violated the MCC by
“falsely clafming that the DMK s swindling the
temples and destroving refigion”, Mr. Bliarathi
saith
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selection panel free of executive bias

he quick, if not hasty, filling up of two va-
cancies in the Election Commission of In-

L dia (ECI) has artracted justified criticism.
‘The multi-member body got two new members
within days of the resignation of Arun Goel, an
Election Commissioner (EC) whose appointment
itselfcameinthemids_tofa{:omtimﬁonmdl
hearing for a truly independent process of select-
ingm_embersofmepanelthatcondu;tsandm
pervises India’s elections. Critics are not wrong
whmtheypointmmhatmemmﬁngogmhe
process of selecting the Chief Election Commis-
Sioner and other ECs appeared to fall short of the
sort of independence the Constitution Bench ver-
dict of March 2023 envisaged. The selection took

place at a time when a petition challenging the *

validity of the Act was aboult to be taken up for
hearing. To add to the unfortunate set of circum-
stances, Mr. Goel's resignation for “personal rea-
sons” has gone unexplained. It is a matter of
graveconcemmatanEthose!ennwassetm
go on for a few more years should choose to re-
sign just days before the Commission finalised
the Lok Sabha election schedule. It gbes without
saying that the discussion on the process select-
ing the ECs has no bearing on the competence or
suitability of Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu, the two new ECs. -

The real problem may lie with the law that Par-
liament chose to enact last year in response {0
the Supreme Court of India questioning the ab-

sence of any legislation since the inception of the
Constitution, as required under Article 324, lay-
ing down an appointment process for the ECs.
The Court’s emphasis was on the ECI's indepen-
dence from the executive so that the elections the
panel conducts are truly free and fair. Towards
that eqd, it sought to fill the vacuum by an inte-
Tim under which the Prime Minis-
ter. the Leader of the Opposition and the Chief
Justice of India (€I formed the selection com-
mittee to choose the CEC and ECs. However, it
was meant to be in place only until Parliament
enacted a law. In response, the government
enacted a law that constituted a panel compris-
ing the Prime Minister and any Union Minister,
besides the Leader of the Opposition, or the lead-
er of the largest single party in the Opposition.
The question now before the Court is whether a
committee in which the executive has a two-one
majority can be a truly independent authority.
" The argument that Prime Ministers have always
- been selecting the CEC and ECs seems atrractive,
L but, ultimately, an executive-driven process has
to vield to one more rooted in the consututional
principle of having an independent body to hold
free and fair elections, even if the CJL, as an insti-
rutional head, might not be the person most suit-
ed to be a part of the selection process.
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‘Case booked against DMDK
leader over poll code violation

The CMBT police have booked a case against
DMDK leader Premallatha Vijayakant, among
others, based on a complaint over poll code
violation as she had allegedly organised women’s
day programmes and distributed tokens to 300
beneficiaries for embroidery training. On receipt
of the information, a static surveillance team
from the Virugambakkam constituency reached
the DMDK office on Monday. After checking the
premises, the officer in-charge lodged a formal
complaint, urging the police to register a case.
Banners were also erected without permission,
the complainant said, seeking action against her
for violating the model code of conduct.

b |




Petroleum dealers in TN seek
exemption from poll code to
make large cash remittances

They have requested the Election Commission to ensure that the money they carry is not seized

by the revenue officials or police. They claim that such seizures can impact small fuel outlets

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

ith the Model
WCode of Con-
duct (MCC) in

effect and only 50,000
| being permitted to be car-
| ried in cash, petroleum
. dealers, who remit large
. amounts of cash into their
| bank accounts daily, are re-
| questing the Election Com-
. mission of India (ECD to
| implement a system to en-
| sure that the money they
| carry is not seized by the
- revenue officials or police.
. According to K.P. Murali
| of the Tamil Nadu Petro-
leum Dealers’ Association,
| cash transactions account
i for around 50% of daily
i transactions at fuel outlets
i and this amount has to be
| remitted to their bank ac-
counts.  “Outlets pay
. anywhere between 2.5

Asubstantial share: According to the Tamil Nadu Petroleum

Dealefs' Association, cash transactions account for around 509 of
daily transactions at fuel cutlets, FiLe PHoTD

lakh to 0 lakh per day.
Even though we provide a
covering letter, the bank's
remittance challan, a GST
number, a photocopy of
the PAN card, and a copy
of the Aadhaar card of the
person who is carrying the
money, many times the

cash is seized, and we have
to run behind the tahsil-
dars and other officials to
get it released,” he said.
There are 5,800 retail
fuel outlets in the State op-
erating with fuel from the
three State-run oil market-
ing companies. “If cash be-

longing to small outlets is
seized, the owner will find
it next to impossible fo pay
for the next day’s fuel, and
there is a likelihood of the
outlet going dry.

“It is a sad scenario for
no fault of the owner. We
cannot have bunks going
dry, especially during the
election,” an oil industry
expert said.

K. Suresh Kumar, gener-
al secretary of the Consor-
tium of Indian Petroleum
Dealers (CIPD), said that
during the last election,
there were many cases of
such cash being transport-
ed. “We are in the process
of writing a letter to the
ECI, urging that they put in
place a system for such
cash remittances. There
are third party agencies
that collect cash, but even |
their vehicles are being
seized,” he said.
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(Tcp)' Students of Sri Kanyaka Parameswari Arts and Science College for Women paint
their faces to create awareness for the first generation voters during an
-DC .

slection awareness campaign in the city on Tuesday. :
(Above) District Election Officer MS Sangeetha with elaction officials releases balloons to
create awareness among the public on 100 per cent voting in Madurai on Tuesday. —DC

My . |
ya e e od

A mega kolam drawn to create awareness on 100 per cent voting at Tiruvannamalai

collectorate on Tuesday.
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(omoraono recie
nominations from today
DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, MARCH 19

. As Tamil Nadu will be
gouing to polls in exaetly a
month from now, Greater
Chennai  Corporation
(GCC) has made - all
arrangements to receive
nominations which can
be filed from Wednesday.

GCC Commissioner and
District Electoral Officer
J. Radhakrishnan said
only five people along
with the candidate will be
allowed ta enter the pre-
siding officer’s office.
Only two vehicles will be
allowed to park within
100 metres of the office.
The candidates can file ®
their nominations from
Wednesday.

Candidates can file
nominations at the office
of the Regional Deputy -
Commissioner (north) for
Chennai North Parlia-
ment eonstituency. For C-
anfral and South Parliam-
ent constituencies, the

. candidates can file their

. nominations in the cen-
tral and’ south Regional
Deputy Commissioner's

" offices respectively.

Nominations will be
received at the office till
March 27. Scrutiny will
be on the next day The
last date for withdrawal
of nominations will be on
March 30. Nominations
can be filed from 11 am ©
3 pm, he said.

He also said ballot
papers will be distributed
to handicapped persons
and elderly people above
85 vears of age at their
doorsteps.  There are
11,368 -physically chal-
lenged persons and 63,751
voters above 85 years of
age in Chennai.

GCC has also intensi-
fied setting up of election
booths across Chennal.

Regional Deputy Com-
missioner (cenival) K.J.
Praveen Kimar inspected
the election booth works
on Wall Tax Road and
Harbour constituency, He
visited the strong room
on Tuesday at Bharathi
Women's College in the
citywhere the electronic
Eﬁng machines will be

pi.
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jons CEO over use

of children in Modi roadshow

Chennai, March 19: The rul-
ing DMK on Tuesday demanded
that the Election Commission
probe the use of school children
by the BJP for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's roadshow in
Coimbatore and also sought
action against Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
for delivering "hate speech”.

Separately, Coimbatore
District Collector Kranthi
Kumar Pati said the adminis-
tration is inquiring into the
incident of the use of school
* children during Modi's road-
show. _

Reports have been sought
from the Chief Education
Officer and Joint Commissi-
oner of the Labour department
as well, he said in a tweet on
social media platform X, and
~ added that "suitable action will

be taken based on the findings
of the inquiry”. ‘

In a petition submitted to
Chief Electoral Officer

Satyabrata Sahoo here, DMK
Organisation Secretary R S
Bharathi said appropriate
action should be taken against
the BJP for using children for a
political campaign. .

Steps should be taken to pro-
tect children from child labour
and also prevent their particl-
pation in electinn-related work
‘and campaigns, he said.

Bharathi said that children
aged 12 to 15 were engaged for
campaign activities and were
made to wear clothes featuring
BJP insignia. Further, they
were made to recite poems and
sing songs in a music display
organised by the BJP during
the roadshow on March 18, he
wrote in the petition,

"The said act by the BJP is
directly against the notification
of the ECI on February 5, 2024,
which barred political parties
from using children in any
capacity - for election cam-
paigns, rallies, etc, and also a

direct violation of the Child

Labour and Prohibition Act,"
he said in the petition, substan-
tiating it with a video clip of the
incident. ‘
In a separate petition, he
sought action against Nirmala
Sitharaman allegedly for violat-
ing the Model Code of Conduct
and delivering "hate speech”
while speaking on the anniver-
sary of Chanakyaa TV channel
here on March 16, hours after
the Election Commission of
India announced the schedule
for the general election.
Nirmala had "made hate and
defamatory speech to diminish
the reputation of the DMK and
it leader, with an iil motive" to
acquire personal gain illegally
and with the hope of winning

elections by false propaganda,
thus violating the Model Code
of Conduct and the Representa-
tion of People's Act, 1951,
Bharathi contended.

"Union Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman evoked the feelings
of a particular religion by
appealing to the Hindus by
falsely claiming that the DMK
is destroying temples, swin-
dling temples and destroying
the religion,” he said.

This not only violates the
Model Code of Conduct but also
attracts the provisions of sec-
tion 123 (3) and section 125 of
the Representation of People
Act, 1951, he explained.

“Her speech was conirary to
the truth. The DMK govern-
ment never worked against the
interests of the temples. In fact,
it recovered lands belonging to
temples worth about thousands
of crores of rupees from illegal
encroachment, besides renovat-
ed temples and performed the
Kumbhabhishekam for over
1,000 temples in two years,”

‘Bharathi stated in the petition.

"The DMK is secular and no dis-
crimination is done against any
religion... The state gov-
ernment and the people of
Tamil Nadu respect and uphold
secularism among other great
virtues,” he added in the peti-
tion. : ——=PTI
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The flying  squads
appointed by the Election
Commission of India have
seized gold jewels and sil-
ver articles worth 12
crore taken in the vehicle
of a popular jewellery
shop in Kanchipuram dis-
trict. i

The vans were stopped
at Vaivavur and Walaj-

| e

2 0 MAR 2076

abad in Kanchlpuram dis-
triet on Monday night and
taken to the Collector's
office in Kanchipuram,

“ The officials carried out

inquiries on why the jew-
ellery was taken after 6
pm and checked if there
are proper danuments for

the jewels.

Since the model code of
conduct has,come into
force, cash exceedmg Rs
30,000, jewels and other

‘materials without docu-

ments are bemg checked.
When the flying squad
members were checking
the vehicles at Vaivavur
they found gold jewels
weighing 18 kilograms
and silver articles weigh-

.ing 100" kilograms. The

vehicle was taken to the
Kanchipuram Collector’s
office and enguiries are
being carried
out,

In ancther instance of
seizare, non-stick cooking

Flying squad seizes gold jewels, silver articles worthZ 2 ar in Kanchi

utensnls worth Rs 10 lakh
were seized by the flying
squad near Sriperumbu-
dur in Kanchipuram dis-
trict. When the squad
members were checking
the vehicles on Tuesday
morning, they stopped a
container lorry and
checked it. They were
seized on  suspicions
that they were being
taken to be distributed to
the voters. Further
inquiries are on.
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SBI can no longer avoid
full disclosure on bonds

he exéuses that the State Bank of India (SBD), India’s largest bank
in which the Union government holds 57 per cent stake, comes out
with on a daily basis to dodge its responsibility of complying with
i the Supreme Court’s order to disclose all data, including the
alphanumeric codes and serial numbers, pertaining to the electoral bonds

it sold between April 12, 2019, and February 15, 2024, are unacceptable.

.What's more, the information furnished appears to confirm fears

expressed in the court order itself that the donations were made on the
basis of quid pro guo. ;

The Supreme Court had to issue a third directive to the bank on Tuesday
calling for full disclostre of the donor and recipient details, specifying that
only this would fulfil the requirements of compliance with its original
order that had held electoral bonds to be unconstitutional on the ground
that the scheme violated the citizens’ right to information. A frustrated
court had to remind the bank that its attitude of “you tell us to give the
details and then we will give them” is by no means acceptable. The bank
has undoubtedly the access to the best legal brains in the country but it
comes up with arguments that would prompt a right thinking person to
question the seriousness of its approach to the whole exercise. Is not SBI

_compromising its own impeccable professional standards? i
It may be remembered that the SBI requested the court for four long

months to reconcile the data of the 22,217 electoral bonds it sold during the
period of reference. There is a sef of two records for each bond, kept sepa-
rately, and it is labour-intensive to veconcile them, the bank had offered by
way of reason. In other words, the SBI had admitted in the court that it had.
all the details that would enable jt, or for that matter anyone with the same
data, to know who gave how much money to whom and at what time. 1t
must now stop playing hide and seek with the judiciary and disclose the -
data, keeping in mind that the court had not taken the bait of reconcilia-
tion. Any further delay will not only invite the wrath of the court and the
people, while sullying its own image as a professional entity, but the com-
pliance with the court’s order is also its responsibility, and not a favour.

While only an analysis of the full data can throw light on whether the
bond scheme was made operational with the stated intent that it was con-
ceived, the available information already points to some murky deals.
Reports have already appeared about several corporate firms that found
themselves on the wrong side of the law or were under investigation by
law enforcement agancies having been the biggest benefactors. There are
also reports about the questionable timing of the purchases. Since the gov-
ernment ingists on the fransparent nature of the scheme, it would be in its
interest, too, that doubtful deals are made public and investigated so that
those who violated its very purpose are brought to book. Without such an
exercise, the ¢leanup operation that the Supreme Court has started with
respect to the scheme will not be completed.

i
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Kolkata, March 19: The
Election Commission on
Tuesday removed Vivek
Sahay as West Bengal
director-general of police
(DGP) less than 24 hours
after naming him for the
post, and directed the
state government to
appoint Sanjoy
Mukherjee, a year junior
to Mr Sahay in the IPS
cadre, in his place.

The move, unpréce-

dented in recent memo-
ry, rendered Mr Sahay

the shortest-serving DGP

of West Bengal. -
Curiously, while Mr
Sahay's  appointment
notification was made by
the state home depart-
ment in which it referred
to the - ECI order, the cor-

responding netification .

for ~Mr - Mukherjee
a day later was made
directly by the
Commission.

Mr Sahay, an IPS offi-
cer of the 1988 batch, was
initially
appointment since he
was the senior-most offi-
cer in the force. But
owing to his scheduled
superannuation on May
31, well ahead of the for-
mal conclusion of the
Lok Sabha elections on
June 4, the poll panel
considered naming Mr
Mukherjee, a 1989 batch
officer; as the DGP, a
senior official said.

NECCA

offered the

2 0MAR 2024

't

EC removes WB
DGP in 24 hours,

appoints

B Continued from Page 1

Mr Mukherjee, the director-
general of the state fire &
_emergency services, was the
second on the list of the three
officers recommended by the
state government for the post
of DGP to the ECI after tﬁe
the
removal of Rajeev Kumar
from that position in the run-

poll panel directed

up to the elections.

34

Explaining the sudden
change of mind about the
appointment of the state’s top
cop, a senior EC official said
Mr Sahay's was only an
“interim appointment”. He
did not justify, though, why an
appointment was notified by
the state government would
be toppled in less than 24
hours. ;

—PTI




EC allowsreport

T}uss News NETWORK

i New Delhi: The Bl

i Commission on Tuesday al-
hwq&;gpoﬂgﬁon‘dutiesre-
: lating to pollday coverage, to

i yote through postal ballot in ‘

: the current general election.
i This is the first Lok Sabha
i poll when postal ballot facili-
; tywillheextendedm journal-
H ists;a]lmosewhocoveredthe
i past general elections were
: deniedtheright tovote by vir-
i tue of being away from their
: mpecﬂvepoﬂmgsmtion&

Keen to make the election
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tative photo

inclusive and as promised by
chief election commissioner
Raitv Kumar while annount-
ing pollson Saturday, the EC,

after consulting the state/UT

administrations, issued A no-
tification on Tuesday adding
mediapersons to the list of
‘absentee voters on essential
service’ or the “class of per-
sons to give vate by postal bal-
Tot* under Section 60(c) of the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951. This notification
wouldapply topollstothe Lok
Sabha and four state assemb-
Iy elections, as well as all the
byelections annm‘mced on
Satm*dgy.

Statewise/UT-wise lists
of ‘class of persons’ el igible
to vote by postal ballot in the

ers on poll day duty to_

vote through postal ballot in elections

current general election

were put out by EC in annex- :
ures to the notification, The :

postal ballot facility was ex-
tended to mediapersons in :
past few state elections, :

Reporters who opt for
postaibailotfacilitywoulde& :

sentially be ones issued au- :

thorisation letters with EC
approvai,tocoverpo!lmg‘ day

activities. Such authorisa- :
tion letters are routinely is :

sued by EC, through nodal :
agencies like the Press Infor-
mation Bureau, to mediaper- b
sons well in advance. 3



conﬁscated in
crackdown

i Tm (u:ws NETWORK

Chennai: Seizures of cash
and gold have begun across
the state as the Election Com-
mission began its crackdown
to prevent bribing of voters.
There have alsc been protests
from the public that those go-
ing about their legitimate
husinessarebeing harassed.

On the outskirts of Chen-
nai, in Kancheepuram and
‘Walajabad, special teamscon:
fiscated a total of 18kg of gold
and more than 100kg of silver
worth 10,5 crore from two
private vehicles. Those in the
vehiclessaid they were meant
for jewellery stores, but
couldn’t provide documents
to prove their claims.

AtVanivambadi,amanon
a two-wheeler was caught
with 214 lakh in cash. He said
he was going to deposit the
money at an ATM nearby, but
did not have documents to
supporthisclaim. Themoney
was cenfiscated. At Oratha-
nadu, Thanjavur, electrical
and electronicappliances val-
ued at around 27 lakh were
seized.

Some people argued they-

were unjustly targeted at
checkpoints. At Sathyaman-
galam, Erode, 747000 was

seized from a man who said it
was money to pay for his fam-
ily's medical expenses, A vid-
eo of the man requesting a
governmenwrderwentvlml
leading to the return of his
money by late Monday eve-

A'ﬂying_qad 'teamchshoﬂnna&aias on '

Chennal: Police have directed
unitofficers to gather firearms
andammunition from those
halding gun licences ahead of

jamentary elections. In
various cities, people holding
gunlicences have given their
weapons topolice stations
voluntarily. Tamil Nadu has
more than 20,500 people with
firearm licences.

ning.
The Election Commission
has clarified that individuals
may recover their seized
properties by contacting the
relevant revenue teams as-
signed to election duties by
submitting necessary proofs.
Meanwhile, some employ-
ees of Tasmagc have said bar
owners were compelling
them to sell alcohol beyond
the 10 pm deadline, violating
election rules. The Tasmac
Workers' AITUC Association
criticized the practice, argu-
ing for a balanced enforce
mentof the rules. The associ-
ation emphasized that only
with police intervention
eould the illegal saleof liquor
be effectively managed. They
noted that in areas such as
North Chennai, where en
forcement is strict, bar own-
ars abstain from illicit sales,
suggesting a model for state-
wideapplication.

e e R L e L
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Security
beefed up in
Tiruvallur

Times NEws NETWORK

Chennai: Ahead of the Lok

Sabha polls, the Tiruvallur po-

lice have tightened security

across Tiruvallur district and

have set up ten check posts in

areas bordering Andhra Pra-
desh. :

i .u A

% Policemen from 22 police
stations have installed check
posts at Arambakkam, Uthu-
kottai, Pothatturpettai, Ponpa- -

diandother areas.

Police have been checking

- for smuggling of liquor and ;
otherbanned itemsintothedis-

trict. Police have compiled a :
list of 569 rowdies who are be- :
ing closely monitored. Among :
them, 19 of them have been :
lodged in prison and six of :
them have been booked under :

the Goondas Act.

Police said that 77 people in !
the district possess firearms :
with licences. Among them, 36 :
have surrendered their weap- :
ons and 41 of them have been :

asked to do it immediately.
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Tues News NETWORK

aimbatore city police

on Tuesday night reg-

istared an FIR against
the management of 'an@ded
school at Saibaba Colony
for sending students to par-
ticipate in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's roadshow
on Monday. The Saibaba Col-
ony police have hooked the
school management under
Section 75 of the Juvenile

Justice (Care and Protection |

of Children) Act.

While students of the
aided middle school at Sai-
baba Colony arrived at the

. venue two hours before the
. commencement of the road-
i show and stayed there fill the
event got aver, students of a
i private school at Vadavalli
{ were brought to the venue on
{ their school buses and made
i to perform on stages, which
| were set up by BJP workers.
| Dressed as Hindu deities, the

private school students also
wore BJP's saffron shawls.

E TIMES OF INDIA

In a letter to the state |
chief slectoral officer, DMK
orpanising secretary R S |

Bharathi said BJP members |

had roped in schoolehil-
dren in their campaigning
activities. “The children
were made to wear clothes
with the BJP symbol, made
to stand in a gueue on the
public road with BJP flags

in their hands. We request |

promised action




Election

some parties gave explana—: o
~ tions for not receiving any

v —
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eﬁctoral bonds received
by them eliciind myriaﬁ.

donation through electoral

bonds while others cited
their inability to provide
the requested information.

The Maharashtrawadi
Gomantak Party cited its

status as a new party and

claimed it had not gar-
nered any votes in elec:

_ ‘fmsh‘ation.

el

;tionsandhmhnénnde
¥ taﬂsﬁnpmvlde‘simﬂarly,
the Sarvian Lok Shakti

party submitted a hand-

‘written note stating that it
: had nox :ecexvedm dona-

Jamenting
their lack of recognition

and claiming no support

from industrialists or capi-
talists, resulting in the par-
ty does not receiving any
electoralhond.

‘The Tamil Nadu-based
Tamilar Desiya Munnani

_foer 1ntr1gu1ng

cited health issues af its
leadership for its inability
to respond to the Eléction
Commission notice within
the given time frame, It
also mentioned that it had
not received any donation
through electoral bonds
until September 30, 2023.
The Makkal Nala Ka-
zhagam noted that its presi-.
dent personally deposits
money into the party
aceounteverythreemonﬁm
president
3 Sathxyamoonhy is depos--
iting his own moneyRSSOOT
onee m m&eths in
in con-
eébank"ma‘ﬁi
'I'he Kannada Naadu
Party, which has since
passed a resolution for
dissolution, submitted a
letter to the Election Com-
mission requestmg its
de-recognition. -
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Flying squa
silver ite

Election Commission flying squad on

CHENMAI: A flying squad
of the Election Commis-
sion seized gold and
silver items worth Rs 12
core that were taken to
private jewellery shops
without proper
documents in Kancheep-
uram on Monday.

Since the model code of
conduct has come into ef-
fect after the Lok Sabha
glections dates were an-
nounced, the election fly-

e

ing squad, which was on
vehicle check at Vaiyavur
village in Kancheepuram
on Monday night, inter-
cepted a vehicle which be-
longed' to a private jewel-
lery shop.

During the inquiry, the
staff said that the jewels
were being taken to their
branches in Arakkonam
and Chengalpattu from
Chennai. The police found
the vehicle had 10 kg of
gold and 58 kg of silver and

their job in Kancheepuram

d seizes gold,
ms orth Rs 12 cr

they seized the vehicle
with the jewels and it was
taken to the Kancheepu-
ram collectorate and they
are being checked whether
there were proper docu-
ments for all the jewels.

The flying squad inter-
cepted a vehicle that used
to supply jewellery to
shops in Walajabad found
that there were 8 kg of gold
ornaments and 42 kg of sil-
ver ornaments in the vehi-
cle and it was seized.



campaign  bition Act, Bhtmhire:
- questad the CEO 1o
'mbain:othewuund

necessary

-mmmmpmnn
- tect the children from
child lubour 2nd preveat

16, hours after the EC an-

CPI asks EC to debar

* Maodi for violating MCC

CENHAL The state unit of the CP1has
written to the Election

seaking action against Prime Minister
Wmﬁnﬂfﬂnﬁmﬂ model

house and forcing school students to
pmdm!a in the election campaign in
'Cohnhm

mthemmpiamlm&aeﬁc CP! state assistant
secrotary N Perivasami said that Narendra
Madi had come to Colmbatore on an election
campaign. “He had stayed in the government
guest house. He is the candidate of BJP frum

# ke sctisdule for

Vi 51 constimency. He has used the prem

the general election. Nix-
m!am “made hatz and
Jefamatory speech 1o di
minish the repuiation of
the DMK and its lender,
wm: an i1l motive” to ac
uire personal gain e
mmwmm hope of
winning polls by fise
propaganda. thus
ing the MCC and the Rep-
resentation of People's
Act. 1951 he contended.

[ses of the Public Works Department white an
election camy tantament to violation of

t paign
mndel code of conduct,” he aileged.

Perivasami also noted that around 50 stu-
dents from classes & to 8th of a govermmnent

. school in the eity, accompantied by a few teach-

us.hadparuﬁmted in the svent. “There are
2 iz schools i ing siu-
denlsmelecmnmpm@s This 18 a gross vi-
olation of regulation=” he said, calling ugn
lb!mbcﬂm" s to injiial

enquiry and appropriate action 16 debar the
czndidam for induiging in violation ofcode.




Ak Wednesday Thelastdate

. for filing of nominations is

- March 27. Candidates

~ along with five others

- would beahmdmwmt

~~ the nomination papers,

 which would be received
between 11 am and 3 pm.
The nomination papers
would be taken for scrutiny
on March 28, while March  °
30 would be the last day for
the withdrawal of the
nominations. T
Vilavancode |
was notified as vacant
after Vijayadharani
tendered her resignation
from the Congress party
primary me and
also resigned from
Congress MLApast. She
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cHENRAL As the election

model code of conduct

has been put in place, -
formed

State Marketing

Corpora-
tion (Tasmac) has also taken -

the initiative o curb irregu-
larities in the sales of liquor.

A senior official from Tas-
mac, seeking anonymify,
told D7 Next that the author-
ities, . who are i the flying
squad, will monitor con-
stantly by copducting sur
prise checks of the registers
in the Hquor shops to know

*
D1
A

Next

7 O MAR 202

amounts of sales involved a
¥

nor (Possession for Personal

) Rules,

Consumption: a per-
_son or an individual within

the state could purchase only
a maximum of two full (750

“ml) of any hard liquos and a
“faw bottles of beer in asingle

sale at the period of election
time when MCC mvolved.
“However,. it depends on

‘the State's notification from

time to time,” he said.

in the Tasmac liquor cuilet,
on individual could get ei-

ther four half bottles (355 ml
each) or eight 1B0mi bottles.

Similarly, the Tasmac offi-
cial said that the holding ca-
pacity of an !ndlgidual at
home has also been restrict-
ed to four full bottles contain-
ing hard liquor with one case
of wine and ene case of beer.

hottles (750 ml each) of hard
liquor, eight bottles contain-
ing beer, and nine full bot:
tles at any paint in time.
The Tasmac official said
even the bars in the hotels
will also be monitored
whether it supply any hugs
amount of liquor for any ii-
dividual or a group.

procedure:

MADURA Agro Food
Chamber of Commerce
and ndustry (AFCCT),
Madurai has sought the
Election Commission to

terest of the public and
traders to carry cash.

Following the noiification
for the general alections, the
model code of conduct has
come into force and the po-
lice department and elaction
flying squad personne! have
started vehicta checking for
cash-carrying violations.
Whather or not such
checking operations curtail
payment of cash to votes by
candidates; it greatly cur
tails the day-to-day activities
of the trade, aspecially small
and medium enterprises.
Cash carried’ in vehicles

 With model code in place, Tasmac
_squads to monitor bulk liquor sales

Even bust'_riess in hotel bars will be under scanner, says official Snnphfy cash carrying

AFCCI to EC

without alleged ‘propir doc

uments’ was either seized or
impounded. $ Rethinavelu.
AFCCI president on Tuesday
requested the Eleetion Com-
mission {o immediately pre-
seribe simple and practica:
ble *proper documents” fo be-
taken with cash. which is
understandable by the lower
officials of the implementing
flying squad.

Cash. carried to remit in
the particular bank or faken
back from the bank or cash
collected  from - creditors
with  their . names and
amount details should be de-
clared as “proper doci-
ments” o accompany the
cagh, Furthey considering
the situation, the pubiic
shounld be allowed to carrv a
minimum of Rs 1 lakh in
cash, he said.
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City police book DMDK chief Premalatha
~for violating model code of conduct

CHENNAI City police have  Tamil Nadu Open Places (Pre-

hooked DMDK general

- secretary Premalatha
Vijayakant for violating

- the model code of conduct
by conducting an event for
women at the party

headquartersin®

vention of Disfigurement} Act

- r#w 171 (B) (Punishment for

bribery) of the IPC.

Election Commission offi-
cials’ received information
that an event was organised
by the DMDK general secre-

- tary after which a team visit-

‘ed and found that at least 300

" women were gathered there,
- for whom tokens wers distrib-

- uted for free training sessions

int  in embroidery as part of the
¢ women's day celebrations.

‘tha has been booked under
sections 71 (&) (unauthorised
use of sound amplifiers in anv
area) of Chemnai City Police
(CCP) Act, 3 (A) (Penalty for
disfigurement by cbjection-
able advertisements) of the

CMBT Police registered
the case hased on a
complaint from an
offlcial of the statie
- gurveillance team

DMDK chief Premalatha Vijayakant at an event in
party headquarters in Chennai on Tuesday
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Flying squad seizés 5.5 ton PDS rice
smugglad tn pmlltry farm in Thaniavur

ear Pattukictial, S

the river Venkatesh (26) i il e PR

'\'ruﬂ‘neytoidthe

R astod hem 1o i) A vas:
handedovertoﬂ\ecwﬁlpnm _ .pohcewhoregistereda
case and are investigat‘mg. A search is on for Maruti'aupandt
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24 hours on,
EC replaces new
‘West Bengal DGP

KOLKATA: Less than 24 hours
after naming him as the West
Commission 1 on Tuesday
removed Vivek Sahay from
‘the post and directed the ~
State government to appoint
Sanjoy Mukherjee, a year
 junior to Sahay in the IPS .
cadre, in his place.

L

The move, unprecedented in re-
cent memory, rendered Sahay
the shortest-serving DGP of
West Bengal.

Sahay, an IPS officer of the
1988 batch, was initially offered
the appointment since he was
the senior-most officer in the
force. But owing to his sched-
uled superannuation on May
31, ahead of the counting for the
Lok Sabha elections on June 4,
the poll panel considered nam-
ing Mukherjee, a 1989-batch of-
ficer, as the DGP.

Mukherjee, the Director
General of the State Fire &
Emergency Services was the
second on the list of the three
officers recommended by the
Bengal government for the post
after the ECI directed the re-

" moval of Rajeev Kumar from

that position.

‘Curiously, while Sahay’s ap-
pointment notification was
made by the State Home Depart-
ment in which it referred to the
ECI order, the notification for
Mukherjee a day later was made
directly by the commission.

While senior EC officials jus-
tified the sudden change as an
“interim appointment” and cit-
ed Sahay’s retirement, a former

The unprecedented move
rendered Sahay the
shortest-serving DGP

of West Bengal

IPS officer in West Bengal cadre
who served in senior positions
told news agency PTI that the
commission had the power to
extend the tenure of an official if
he/she was marked for any spe-
cial assignment, such as the
conduct of elections.

“1 am not convinced that the
retirement clause is the only
grounds for removing Sahay,”
the former officer said request-
ing anonymity.
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