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At 65%, Maharashtra clocks
better turnout than in 2019

Urban centies such as Mumbai and Thane register a low turnou; minor skirmishes reported in
Beed; Naxalism-affected Gadchiroli logs 72.68%: wait hegins for counting of votes on Saturday

Abhinay Deshpande
MUMBAI

aharashtra  te-
corded a voter
turnout of 63.11%
in the single-phase As-
sembly election on Wed-
nesday, as per provisional
data from the Election
Cornmission at 1£.50 p.m.
The turnout in the 2019
Assembly - election” was
61.6%.
While urban centres
such as Mumbai and Thane
recorded 2 low turnott,

4 .
Crickettegand Sachin Tendilkar and family keaving a polling booth
in Mumbai on Wednesday: EMMANUAL YOGINI-

Naxalism-affected Gadchi-
rali district saw 73.68%.
Voters will decide’ the
fate of 4,136 candidates
tontesting in 288 Assembly
constituencies. Votes will
‘be counted: on Noyember

‘23, "polling went off peace-

_ “fullyin the entire State, ex-
cept for one or two. inci-

where there was™ some
-~ comreotion- in the pollmg_

stations ‘as 2 resuit [of
which] we had to réplace

thé EVMSs;” Chief Electoral
Officer & : Ghockahngam.
- gaid: .

Ini; Beed’s Parh, where

Minister DhananjayMunde .
* of the Ajit Pawar:led NCP

booth was vandalised, and
& worker, of the rival Sha-

" rad Pawar-led NCP(SP)-was
- assaulted, Madha¥ Jadhav,

ahocal leader from the Sha-

" rad Pawar factiori; was at-
. tacked in _the Bank Coluny

) cuu_-r_mua’ben B

dems in Beed district, was conteStig, ‘a polling. - » PAGES. ",

Maharashﬂ'azsees better
tumout than 2019 :

A wdeo of the a.&'.ault weri vi
which was followed by this'vandalismi of & polling
booth i’ Ghamandur ccording. 1o~ an official,
who reportéd that a group of people stofhhed the
“polling booth, damaged furmture and th:ew i
EVM.on the gmun : :
Desplte extensive vol
‘voﬁng neasures
mission, urban cenires
- .ported low turngut-on Wedn&sday Muimbai Gity
recorded atumuut of 52.07%, while Mumbm Sub-

] eaeh-and ease-uf—.
by t.he.Eiecnon Con

- tereda polling Tate of 61.05%; and
i contrast; the Leﬁw‘mg Ptremism:alfected

: Gedcinmh dlstr:ct recorded 73.68% turmout, Kol

hapur7s. ar; Tn,

. wheie:d"Lok:Sabha bypoll
64.92%0f voters turned .
M. G!lockalmgam- added thar. ‘the. voiter expe-
rience in MiiHibai, uintry’s financial capitaly
was significarnily b mandmmgtheLo!c Sabhi

election: earlier this year, crediting improved.ar-

‘rangenerits and the deputatiomof municipal com-
missioners as: élection’ officers. “Complaints: of
long quevies and madequate facilities were absent

. thxs tJJ:ne,” he saud
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: ‘told thiem, - ‘the: E one - . Tetisions i i - oy, NCP-SP chrididate Rohitt
‘You detain them if theéy pers B In Beramafi; tefision érupt: - Pawar complalied ‘that: a
WeTe not Vol s, buit if they - Similar: incidents. were ~ ‘ed oumi@e a booth where " black markwasppt i the

ing at ! ]
for abrief ifne; cauging in-
Fonveniénce to Voters. .
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Bypolls held for 15 seats-
across four States; five U. P
pohce ofﬁcers suspended

The Hindl'x Bure;m
NEW DELHL

Five" pohcel officers were -

suspended -in; Uttar Pra-
dash on-Weidnesday after
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh . Yadav |, com-
plafhed that they behaved
‘indecently and used r?
“langnage with b
WOme:

prevent them

from:voting; He demanded: -

repi?i_!ing in.the: Kundaxlu

sermbly - consntuenmes i
UP; byelecuonswereheid,_
to foir Assenibly. seats. In. -
Punjab and- gne “edeh i

Kerala. and- Utrarakhand:
Stray | wciderits-of violence
. eported in one con-
stituency’ ‘Punjab: and
another in Uttar Pradesti,

The Uttar Pradesh bye

lections are sees asa criti-

cal barometer to-assess i

“showldbe mmemamly SUIS:
pended on the basis of vi-
‘de evidence::Police Have."
- na right to chieck Aadhaar,

1D cards or identity cards” ©
yakhanl, a voter furmgit of

. ﬂcersﬁhdé:e;:heéhng. o i

ter cards and; Addhaar s -

- The BIP- sought: the 0
terventon of the Election

U Comiission 10 check the

‘dentity of women Voters -
‘in "burklia, chaiiriing; their - .
10s did ‘not match w1th -

sising "milid foree®: .~
In: neighbeuring Dtta

BT64%wag técorded in'the

- Redarnath:, Assembly con-

stitiiency Gl 1165 pa.
Tor Pumjab; the turngut
i1 Sap m, in four consti- .

the. SP has’ maintained: fts . theirfaces. . . fliencies was Gidderbaha
gains fromthe Lok Sabha BIP spokesperson Man- {S1.90%); Defa Biba Nanak
elecisen ' ish Shukla said the SP'and (64, %), Barnala

‘P_olice chedéij:g s
Posting 2 video-on X show:

ing Muslim women com-

its chiéf are scared of. los .
" ing the bypolls.”

The voter twrnout i
each.constituency 1l 11:55.%

E6.38%Y,. and Chabberwal

(53 38%)," .

.9 mmor dash took

) place betweert SUppOrLers

plaining that they had not  pan. " was Ghaziabad  of the Aam Aadmi Party
beén aflowed to-vote, Mr. ~ (33.30%), Katshart -+ -and the Gang;ress at Dera
Yadav. calied for the imine: (56.89%), Kiair {46. 36%), - Pathana village in the Dera
diatestispension of 2 sta: Kundarki (57.72%), Karhal Baha Nanak conistituency.
sion honse officer imfbra-  (S4.07%), Majhawan . 1 Keraly, - Palakkad,
himpur, . who allegedly  {30.42%), © Meetaput’ which saw a’ {rtanguiar

“used-indecent behaviour

(57.129%); Phitlput (43:45% b

conitest ‘hetween the CPT

and language with women and -Sisamms (49.3%). A (M), Congress, and BJF, Te-
to prevent them from cast-  confrontation - beétween corded. a 69.80% turnout
ingthieir vates”, I another . two groups led to stome  atiE:55p.mm.

post, he said, “Alipolice of-  throwing in Kakrolj village (Withinputs fmm PTD
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68.45% voter
turnout in e
Jharkhand e

Amit Bhetari
RANCHE

‘The second and final phase
of the Jharkhand Assembly
election concluded peace-
fully on, Wednesday with a
better voter turnout than
in the first phase.

Polling was held for 38
seats in the second phase, -
whiich saw a_ turnout” of

* 68,45%, as per provisional
data . from - the Election
-Commission ‘at-11.50 p.m.
The first phase on Noveirt-
ber 13 recorded a mmuut }
of 66 65%
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- with ]Ll$£ '53.06%. lnDhanbad it wais 52319 and in
Jhiaria 55.25%, nthe rest of the canstltuencm the
tumoutwas above 60% -

Sealed in strong room’ . .

Jharkhand Additional Chief E!ectoral Gf.ﬁcer Neha.
Arora said 63 ballot wnits, 45 control units-aid 186
. VVPATS were replaced during voting: .

She saich theyoting percentage was likely to in-
crease as voters were standing in quane at some’
plices and the final figures wuuid be am’lable by
Thursday afternoon: .~ =

Chief Electoral Officer K. Raw Kursiar said r.hat )
with the cooperation of everyone,: the second .
phase of polling was completed peacefully. He
said EVMs would be sealed in the strong room af—
ter scrutiny by Thursday afterncen.
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Palakkad records 69.80% Voter turnout

The Hindu Bureau
PALAKKAD

The Palakkad. Assembly
constituenicy went to the

pofls - on Wednesday -to
elect a: replacement “for .
Shafi Parambil, wheo vacat-"
ed the seat after his elec-.
tion to the Lok Sabha from ™ -
Vadakara in April this year, -

- Although polling started

at 7 am., the: (84 booths ",

spread across. Palakkad

municipality and-the pan- -

chayats of Mathuir, Pirayisi

and Kannadi-witnessed ari

'unc[erw mtng voter tir-

nout of 9. 80% according.
to'a. data- ar 1155 - P
Thosé atready i queues

were allowed: to. vote after’
- the deadlinie.: The- poiling-
was-complete by'8 piri in
- all the booths; accordingto .-

officials, The polling per-
centige Wag 75.2% in the

- previous elecuuns

Ulited. - - Démioetatic

. Frofts - Rahu] Mamkeo-
tathil;’-Left: Démocratic
- Front’s P, Sarln and. Bjps.

€. Krishakumar fought it

" out-vigorously:in a:high-
_stakes :triangular - Bagtlé
hat diew the. atteqtion of :
“the entire Stafe. L

e pall percentagta will:

- ‘chiange ‘slightly-as: postal-

ballots
" until 7.59 ain; onsaturday,
N the counﬂng day

re to'be. accepted -

DA, Deact €43 91 \e 2 ad,

frayand the counting v
- Haldoa Novembar 23,
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AMRESH SRIVASTAVA ]
DC .

NEW DELHI_, NOV.20-

Polling was condueted in
. nine Assembly constitnen-
. &les inUttar Pradesh, four
in.Punjab. and one each in
of y -, Uttarakband: and “Rerala
_.the 67.04% voting-in the . coheluded on Wednesﬂay on Wednesday.

Deccan Cuonicis
Deared s 20,

Wednesday. Makhi ashf:ra
which voted in.a sinigle,
phase, recorded a 63. p
cehttitrnout, In 2018 it
was 60:56 percent. - . : : . .
Jharkhand, which voted . 7. .. T i
in the $econid phase for:36.. ¢ies and four constitien: . ly Maharashtra rleputy
-seats; had a voter turnéut ~'cies 'in- Punjab, One' chief ministér - - Ajit
of 68.21 per cent, surpass- Assernbly constituency -Pawar and RSS. chief
ing the 67.04 per cent vot- -each *in Ttiarakhand’s Mokan.. Bhapwat,
ing in-the corresponding - Kedarnath and Eerala {nion mintster' Nitin
Asgembly seats in 2018: - - - also.went to bypolls, Gadkari - were also
Bypolls in 15 Assemnbly. ' hi Mumba), celebritics among the sarly voters. N
constituencies and that of spurred on-voters to show NCP leader Ajit Pawar
the Nanded parliamentsry up at the polling booths and his wife cast their
seat alsp concluded on .and fulfif their résponsl-  vote at Katewadl in the |
Wednesday. - 'In “Uttar bilities. Cricket jegend Baramatl area, Lok
Pradesh, polling was con- Sachin Tendulkar = also Sabha MP and NCP(SP)
ducted in nine constituen- voted along with his fami- leader . Supriya Sule
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Exit polls give NDA edge in Maha &
| but w result
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Caution After LS,

‘Hry Outcomes -
Upse Forecasts -

o farIndi-
am pollswrs 17 the Lok W
Sablm elections earlier
ﬂusyearanﬂtherecenﬂy con:
cluded Haryana ;elections,
miost W chiannels refrained

commiisi

. A chief BN
- Akhilesh Yadav ‘wha. Wiz a
-amungthekeycomp' mants;.” po
postedvtdeusunhlsxha.ndle
‘and. tagged BC and:
| Election Commm
cmmts ‘while ] pressing: them -

totakesn*ictaction

. ral offier. dnd -}
Sitd, - the’ polk district slébtion officers to ¢
budy remoyed L ! ensureﬂ‘eeandfairpnll& i
The; told notonly o
1 on'social media com-
1, by talsopubhclseﬂxe
tion faken on socfal medja
SIf !

- ap- -
Dproach: will be tolerated and
anyone found glilty upon in-
‘vestigation shailface ac.
tion,” Kumar had divectad,

. .On Wadnesda& ‘bypolls
werd held In nine assembly

suspended: ter" potice per

sonnet in'Sisamauy agsemhly

constitiency in Kan pan
CEC Ragiv Kumﬂr takmg

seals i 7P — Rarhial, Kate-

hari, Ghagiabad, Sisamau,

Meerapi, Majhawan, Khau'
PhulpurandKundarkl
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Harassment of voters in UP: EC
orders suspension of 5 cops

NEW DELHI/LuCKNOW: Five police
personel were sespended and
many others remgved from pol!
duty in Tttar Pradesh on Wednes-
day for’ flouting Election Conmis-
slon gnidelties and stoppmg
ors-from casfing votes.in the
g assemhly by'pulls ofﬁclals

dinly ke Samajwadi Paty, that.

_ou bythe ol auﬂmmrcama ’
laitits by opposition pai- -

“particular compaunity
i 0 casting- _;hadentered the boatlito iguive abont

. In view of complaints received re-
garding the checking of tdentity cards
of voters by police personnel in Mo
radabad, a thorough nvestigation was

conducted; Hee officisls sald. Thecases

pertained to Bliikanpur Kulsrara and
Milak Siti vitlages.
‘I this regaxd; ‘one sub -ispector,

‘o head’ constables, find: twe women

constables have: feen 'Temoved from
pol dictyr diid sent £ the police lines, ",

In zmothe omplmnt Tegarding po:
lice persun.ue eitering -2 polling
baath, the-investigation fowrd that he

the smooth condiict of the pnllmg o
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