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‘Variation in polling

figures due to lack of

uniformity in app use’

There was a marked difference between the polling percentages shared

by the Returning Officers and the office of the CEO on the day of polling

ee

The Hindu Bureau

| CHENNAI

lack of uniformity
A in the use of a mo-
bile-based applica-

tion by election officials on
the day of polling in Tamil
Nadu led to the confusion
in the calculation of the
polling percentage, it has
emerged.

While most of the elec-
tion officials fed their in-
puts into the application, a
few did not do so. Hence,
sample data were used and
shared with the media,
Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) Satyabrata Sahoo
said in Chennai on Mon-
day. When the sample was
less, the skew was more,
he said. It was not manda-
tory for officials to key in
their inputs, as many of
them might be busy with
the polling.

There was a significant
difference between the
polling percentage shared
by the Returning Officers
and the office of the CEO
on the day of polling. Every
two hours on polling day,
the Returning Officers and
the CEQ were releasing the
figures. The inputs fed by
officials into the Poll Tur-
nout Monitoring System
was for internal use, Mr.
Sahoo said. The informa-
tion shared by the Return-

ing Officers was final, he
added.

The Election Commis-
sion has retained 171 sur-
veillance teams in Tamil
Nadu, including 69 flying
squad teams and 102 static
surveillance teams, in 12
districts bordering the
States going to the polls.

Twelve flying squad
teamns have been deployed
in Krishnagiri; nine each in
Salem, Theni, and Vellore;
six each in Erode, Kanniya-
kumari, and Tirupattur;
and three each in Coimba-
tore, Tenkasi, the Nilgiris,
and Tiruppur districts.
Static surveillance teams
have been positioned in Ti-
runelveli and Tiruvallur (15
each); Krishnagiri (12); Sa-
lem, Theni, and Vellore
(nine each); Coimbatore,
Erode, Kanniyakumari,
and Tirupattur (six each);
and Tenkasi, the Nilgiris,
and Tiruppur (three each).

All the counting centres
across Tamil Nadu are un-

While most of
the officials fed
their inputs into the
application, a few did
not do so. Hence, sample
data were used and
shared with the media

SATYABRATA SAHOO
Chief Electoral Officer

der CCTV surveillance, and
the Returning Officers
would visit the strong
rooms daily to monitor
their security.

A total of 15 companies
of the Central Armed Pol-
ice Forces are guarding the
strong rooms.

With polling completed
in the State, the Tamil Na-
du government has re-
quested the Election Com-
mission to relax certain
restrictions of the model
code of conduct.

The State has sought the
relaxation of the restric-
tions so that Ministers
could conduct review
meetings and routine bu-
reaucratic work could be
carried out.

As polling has been
completed in all. 39 Lok
Sabha constituencies and
the Electronic Voting Ma-
chines have been moved to
the counting centres, ma-
ny = associations  have
sought the easing of curbs.
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'HC notice to ED on

|

plea to act against

‘Nainar Nagenthran

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

| The Madras High Court on
| Monday ordered notice to
| the Enforcement Directo-
| rate (ED) on a plea to take
action under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), 2002, in con-
nection with the seizure of
¥3.99 crore from three
train passengers at the
Tambaram railway station
in Chennai on April 7, and
another reported seizure
of ¥28.5 lakh from the of-
fice of the DMK Tirunelveli
East district secretary on
April 4.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices M.S. Ramesh and Sun-
der Mohan directed ED
special public prosecutor
N. Ramesh to take notice
and obtain instructions by
Wednesday (April 24). The
judge, however, recorded
that prima facie, there did
not appear to be any rea-
son for invoking the PMLA
since the offences men-
tioned in the First Informa-
tion Report (FIR), regis-
tered by the police, were
not among the scheduled
offences under the Act.

When the judges point-
ed out that the FIR regard-
ing the seizure of ¥3.99
crore had been registered
under Sections 171C, 171E
and 171F (all related to brib-
ery and undue influence in
elections) and 188 (disobe-
dience to order duly pro-

‘and Robert Bruce

The case pertains to
the seizure of ¥3.99
crore from three

train passengers

mulgated by a public ser-
vant) of the Indian Penal
Code, Mr. Ramesh said
Section 171 was not a sche-
duled offence under the
PMLA. Nevertheless, he
sought time to get detailed
instructions from the ED.

C.M. Raghavan, an Inde-
pendent candidate in the
Tirunelveli Lok Sabha con-
stituency, had filed the writ
petition for a direction to
the ED to consider a repre-
sentation made by him on
April 7 to invoke the PMLA
against BJP candidate Nai-
nar Nagenthran and Con-
gress candidate C. Robert
Bruce on the ground that
the seized money was
meant for distribution to
voters.

His counsel A. Imma-
nuel told the court that the
three train passengers who
were carrying 33.99 crore
from Chennai to Tirunelve-
li were found to be the
close associates of the BJP
candidate in Tirunelvel.
Similarly, he contended,
the ¥28.5 lakh seized from
a DMK office-bearer was
actually meant to be used
to bribe voters in favour of
the Congress candidate.
He insisted that both can-
didates must be proceeded
against under the PMLA.
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Jumping the gun on polling day

How the confusion over voter turnout in ‘Famil Nada could have been avoided

D, Suresh Kumar
sureshkumar.Jd@thehindu.co.in

tatistical  inaccuracies
S only complicate at-

tempts to predict elec-
tion results. This became clear
in Tamil Nadu after polling
ended in all the 39 parliamen-
tary constituencies on April
19. This time, Tamil Nadu is
witnessing a four-cornered
contest. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi has made several
visits to the State from late Fe-
bruary to give a push to State
BJP president K. Annamalai’s
first attempt to head the NDA
in the State and directly chal-
lenge the DMK and AIADMK
fronts.

On the evening of April 19,
the political discourse was
dominated by various inter-
pretations of voter turnouts.
Right-wing supporters and
some anchors of television
news channels headquartered
in Delhi and Mumbai animat-
edly discussed the likely rea-
sons for, and implications of,
an “increased” voter turnout
in certain constituencies.

The trigger for the excite-
ment and the inference that
Mr. Modi and Mr. Annamalai
had managed to attract a far
greater number of voters to
the polling booths was the in-
itial voter turnout data shared
by the Chief Electoral Officer,
Satyabrata Sahoo. While as
per the 7 p.m. data shared by
him, the overall polling per-
centage was 72.09, only margi-
nally lower than the 2019 vo-
ter turnout of 72.47%, there
was a sharp jump in polling in

certain constituencies where -

star candidates had stood for
elections. Of particular inter-
est to the anchors was Coim-
batore, an economically deve-

loped but communally
sensitive constituency, where

STATE OF PLAY |

Tamil Nadu

Mr. Annamalai was in the fray.
As per the data, the consti-
tuency had “polled” 71.17%
votes as opposed to 63.84%
five years ago. Likewise, the
three constituencies in Chen-
nai had all recorded turnouts
of more than 67%, an unusual
achievement that was not
seen even during some swing
elections. In Chennai South,
the BJP had fielded former Te-
langana Governor, Tamilisai
Soundararajan. Supporters of
the BJP, and the anchors, lost
no time in declaring that the
Modi-Annamalai factor was at
work here. Some of them even
went as far as to predict victo-
ries of the BJP candidates with
record margins.

On the other hand, Mr. An-
namalai and Chennai Central
candidate Vinoj P. Selvam sent
out different signals from the
ground when they com-
plained that the names of 1
lakh voters, who they believed
were “BJP supporters”, were
deleted from the electoral
rolls in their respective consti-
tuencies. Their remarks were
inferred by the BJP’s critics as
a form of “anticipatory bail
out”.

However, the euphoria ov-
er the data was short-lived.
Amid conflicting constituen-
cy-level reports on actual vo-
ter turnouts, Mr. Sahoo made
a baffling announcement. He
said, “The data we have ob-
tained and shared are approxi-
mates based on sample data
obtained from the polling sta-
tion” By midnight, new data

released by the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) showed
that not only was the overall
voter turnout lower compared
to 2019, but also that the poll-
ing percentage in Coimbatore
and the three Chennai consti-
tuencies were not dramatical-
ly different from the previous
election. The overall voter tur-
nout stood at 69.72%. It was
64.89% in Coimbatore, 60.11%
in Chennai North, 54.17% in
Chennai South, and 53.96% in
Chennai Central. In nearly 30
seats, the polling percentage
had dipped by at least two per-
centage points compared to
the last election. In Chennai
Central, it had dipped by over
5 points. Clearly, there was no
“pull factor” on account of Mr.
Modi’s eight public meetings
or roadshows or Mr. Annama-
lai’s aggressive campaigning.
Also, contrary to what was in-
itially claimed, Chennai voters
did not show an inclination to
vote in greater numbers to col-
lectively vent their frustration
over the “mishandling” of the
floods in December.

Polling data shared by the
ECI on the day of voting has al-
ways been subject to revision.
However, this time, the final
numbers were significantly
different compared to the first
round of data. “The data
which we get till 7 p.m. is
based on inputs from polling
stations obtained at our office.
All the polling stations are not
able to provide their data.
Hence, that is like a sample of
polling stations,” Mr. Sahoo
said, explaining the variance.

If Mr. Sahoo had provided a
disclaimer that the first round
of data was “like a sample of
polling stations,” perhaps the
statistical interpreters may not
have jumped the gun to give
credit to the Modi-Annamalaj
factor and instead safely wait-
ed until June 4, the day of
counting of votes, to make
their inferences.
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Nainar Nagendran seeks 10 more
days to explain Zcr cash seizure

Cites Reasons
Of Personal
Health For

Seeking Time

Sindhu.Kannan
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Eight days after
being summoned in connec-
tion with the seizure of 73.99
crore from three men aboard
Nellai Express at Tambaram
station, BJP’s
Tirunelveli

candidate Na-
inar Nagend-
ran has so-

daystoappear
before Tambaram police.
{'The summons were ser-
ved on Nainar Nagendran
last Sunday, directing him to

{ ught 10 more

\L’
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appearforinquiry this week.

Oneof the three men car-
ryingthe seized money is su-
spected to be an employee of
a hotel owned by Nainar Na-
gendran in Chennai. Police
sources said queries will be
directed about the source of
the money and the purpose
for which it was being carri-
edontrain.

On Monday, Nainar Na-

gendran's advocate Jayakar

David submitted a letter to
Tambaram inspector of poli-
ce Bala Muralj, seeking ex-
tensionof timefortheappea-
rance of the candidate, ci-
ting personal health rea-
sons.

Noting that they would
consider the request, police
said they would send anot-
her summons to Nainar Na-

gendran mentioning the da-:

te by which he has to appear
withoutfail, police said.

- Acting on a tip-off about
the cash being carried in the

two-tier AC coach of Chen- |
nai-Tirunelveli Nellai Su- |
perfast Express, an election |
commission flying squad, |
along with Tambaram poli- |
ce,habbed Satishand S Nave-.

en of Agaram in Chennai

and § Perumal of Srivaikun- |
dam of Tuticorin district on |
Aprils. ‘

During inquiry, Satish,
said he was anemployee of a
hotel owned by Nainar Na-
gendran in Chennaiand clai-
med that the money was me-
ant for distribution to voters
in Tirunelveli Lok Sabha
constituency, policesaid.

The Income Tax officials
were alerted about the inci-
dent to investigate further
the soutce of the money. The
state police also conducted
searches in places linked to
Nainar Nagendran in Chen-
nai and Tirunelveli. Mean-!
while, IT officials are also !
likely. to summon Nagend-:
ranforaninquiry. :

I i
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‘Projections
based on data
entered in app
led to variation’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE@Chennal

CHIEF Electoral Officer Satya-
brata Sahoo on Monday clari-
fied that the periodic provision-
al turnout figures that were
provided by his office on poll-
ing day was based on projec-
tions from figures entered in a
mobile application by Presid-
ing Officers (POs) in polling
stations across the state. Sahoo
offered these clarifications
after wide variations between
provisional polling figures and
final figures led to a lot of con-
fusion on Friday. :
In an interac-
tion with re-
porters on Mon-
day, he stressed
that the entry
of data in this
mobile app was
not a statutory
or mandatory
task for the POs. Many were
not updating the data on the
app since they were held up
with other activities at the poll-
ing stations, he said. The provi-
sional figures provided through
the day by his office were there-
fore based on projections from
those polling stations that were
feeding data into the app, he
said, He contrasted this with
the statutory task of POs filling
form 17A (register of votes) and
form 17C (account of votes re-
corded), which form the basis
for authentic figures. He said
the final figures will be provid-
ed by Returning Officers to po-
litical parties in all seats. P7
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Only copies signed by ROs
report final data, says CEO

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SAHOO said even in the 2021
Assembly election, the provi-
sional figures provided at 7 pm
on polling day was around 69%
but this was revised to over
72% the next day. He said the
provisional figure was only to
provide a trend and must not
be treated as final. The signed
physical copies provided by
ROs are the authentic figures,
he added. TNIE had reported
on Sunday how the projections
donebased on asample number
of polling stations led to wide
variations.

Survelllance teams In 13 dists
The Static Surveillance Teams

and Flying Squad Teams, he
said, have been withdrawn
from all except 13 districts
sharing borders with neigh-
bouring states where elections
are under way.

A total of 171 teams, divided
into 57 teams working in three
shifts, have been deployed in
Tiruvallur, Vellore, Krishna-
giri, Salem, Erode, Theni,
Coimbatore, Tiruppur, Tirunel-
veli, Tenkasi, Kanniyakumari,
Tirupattur and Nilgiris. On in-
quiries about political parties’
requests for re-polling in cer-
tain voting booths, the CEO
said neither Returning Offic-
ers nor Observers have recom-
mended conducting re-polls
anywhere in the state.
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EVM:s in Sulur not placed in
order prescribed by EC: BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore

BJP functionaries in Sulur
complained to the district col-
lector on Monday accusing
election officials of placing
EVMs not in the order pre-
scribed by EC. They said it was
a deliberate attempt to divert
votes against BJP and demand-
ed a re-poll in seven polling
booths in the constituency.

In the complaint, R Raviku-
mar, president of BJP Sulur

East Mandal stated that the
name of BJP candidate K An-
namalai and his symbol Lotus
were given first in the EVM md-
chine as per the alphabetical
order, as he belongs to the ap-
proved national party. However
in booth numbers 148, 151, 155,
156, 157, 159 and 160, the elec-
tion officials reversed the row
of EVMs. “It was a deliberate
attempt to divert the votes for
BJP candidate Annamalai by
causing confusion among vot-
ers,” said the complaint.
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Petition demanding disqualification of
Virudhunagar Cong candidate binned

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

THE first bench of Madras
High Court comprising Chief
Justice SV Gangapurwala and
Justice J Sathya Narayana
Prasad on Monday dismissed
a petition filed by a BJP func-
tionary seeking disqualifica-
tion of C Manickam Tagore,
the Congress party's can-
didate from Virudhuna- :
gar Lok Sabha constit-
uency, for allegedly
distributing to-
kens to influence
the voters.

The petition
was filed by C
Selvakumar,
president of
BJP’sIT Wing

in Virudhunagar
district.

He stated the sup-
porters of the Con-
gress candidate dis-
tributed tokens (that
can be exchanged for
gifts or cash) in order
to influence them to
cast votes in favour of
Tagore.

Saying that the Elec-
tion Commission of

India was yet to
take action on a
representation
he had sent in
this regard,
" the petition-
er sought the
court to or-
der disquali-

fication of the Con-
gress Manickam
Tagore.

However, the bench
observed the petition-
er had filed the peti-
tion just a day after.
sending his represen-
tation to the election
commission on April
14 and noted that the
commission had
already initiated

Manickam Tagore

action.

Holding that the petition
was filed for publicity, the
bench dismissed it.

However, the high court
told him to seek remedy; if he
wanted, by filing a proper
election petition before the
court.
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THE Madras High Court on
Monday ordered notice to the
Enforcement Directorate tofile
reply to a petition seeking reg-
istration of a case for money
laundering under the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act
against BJP candidate Nainar
Nagendran and Congress can-
didate C Robert Bruce, both
seeking their mandate in Tirun-
velveli Lok Sabha constituency,
on the basis of cash seizure
from the persons related to
them.
A division bench of Justices
MS Ramesh and Sunder Mohan
directed the ED to file reply by
April 24 and adjourned the mat-
ter to the same date.
The petition was filed by CM
Raghavan, an independent can-
didate in the constituency. He
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Nainar Nagendran and Robert Bruce

‘Sactlons won't fall
under PMLA offances’

The counsel for the ED told the
court the sections Invoked by
the police regarding the cash
selzure, do not fall under the
scheduled offences of PMLA;
and so, there is no ground for
registration of money laundering
case. Yet, he said, he would
submit the reply after getting
Instructions from the ED

said the government authori-
ties have seized ¥3.99 crore from
the supporters of Nainar Na-
gendran during a search on a
train at Tambaram in Chennai
while ¥28.50 lakh was seized
from the office of the Tirunel-
veli East district secretary of
DMK. Claiming that the cash
was meant for distribution to
the voters, he wanted the court
to order registration of a case

by the ED.

However, the counsel for the
ED told the court the sections
invoked by the police, 171 and
188 of IPC regarding the cash
seizure, do not fall under the
scheduled offences of PMLA;
and so, there is no ground for
registration of money launder-
ing case. Yet, he said, he would
submit the reply after getting
instructions from the ED.

' NOTICE TO ED ON PLEA SEEKING ACTION
AGAINST NELLAI BJP, CONG CANDIDATES

Balaji appears
before court,
served copies
of bank papers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal

FORMER minister V Senthil
Balaji was produced before
the Principal Sessions and
Special Court for PMLA Cases
on Monday and was served
the copies of bank documents
regarding the money-launder-
ing case registered against
him under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act by the
Enforcement Directorate.

He was taken from the
Puzhal Central Prison to the
Principal Sessions Court
amid tight security where he
was served with the document
copies as sought by him.

Principal Sessions Judge S
Alli also allowed him to reo-
pen the arguments on the pe-
tition filed by him praying for
discharging from the money-
laundering case.

She permitted the former
minister’s counsel to reopen
the arguments on April 25 and
has extended his judicial cus-
tody until then.

Senthil Balaji was arrested
by the Enforcement Directo-
rate on June 14, 2023 on the
charges of receiving proceeds
of crime generated through
the cash-for-jobs scam.

Though he had made sev-
eral attempts to get bail, his
efforts were in vain.

@ The state government to
take declisive actlon to

b curb drug-related Issues,

emphaslsing the

Importance

0 Panneerselvam_
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Election flawless in TN, claims Sahno

On percentage discr epancy CEO said ENCORE data uploaded by the ROs is final

cuExna: State Chief Electoral
Officer Satvabrata Sahoo said the
Lok Sabha polls held for the 39 con-
stituencies in the state, along with
the by-poll for Vilavancode
Assembly segment was “flawless”
with zero repolling cases.

On April 12, 6276 per cent of 5.23 crore
voters tirned out to exercise their fran-
chise in the state. The polling went off
“peacefully” as the law and order in the
stata was intact. “The entire exercise of
elaction from the day of the announce-
ment of the pells. it was going smooth-
Iy. We have also been seeing the quality
of the pelling process .mer‘o"-E drasti-
cally in every elsction.” Sahco, who
was appointsd as CEO in 2018, told
DT Next on Monday.

On the issue revolving around the
difference in two sets of data on vot-
ing percentage that has gap of nearly

A group of lranspersons showing
their inked fingers in Chennai
on April 19 (file photo)

3 percentage points and gap of 9 to 13
percentage points in three constitu-
encies in Chennai, Sahoo said, the
projection data generated every two
hours, starting from 9 am on polling
day, was based on the sample collect-
ed through voters turnout monitor-
ing system. “Poll turnout is a calcu-
lated method based on the number of
responses received from the Presid-

ing Officer at every two hours. We
follow this method from the Lok Sab-
ha polls in 2019," said Sahoo.

Since feeding the data in the vot-
ers’ turnout monitoring system was
not statutory, many POs focus on ac-
tivities that were statutory, he said
and added that the projection data
was based on the quality of data. “If
the data is good in number, we get a
better projection. But, the ENCORE
data uploaded by the Returning Of-
ficers is final,” he said and hinted the
sample data from Chennai South,
Chennai North and Chennai Central
constituencies was very less.

Flying squad and static surveillance
teams would be deployed along the in-
ter-state borders - Tamil Nadu-Karna-
taka, Tamil NaduKerala and Tamil
Nadu-Andhra Pradesh - till June 4 as
per the direction of the Election Com-
mission till counting on June 4.

“The flying squads and surveillance
team will also be stationed at strategic
locations till the counting days,” the
CEO added.

The EC would deploy a total of 89 fly-
ing squad and 102 static surveillance
teams in Vellore, Krishragiri, Salem,
Erode, The Nilgiris, Coimbatore,
Theni, Kanniyakumari, Tirupur, Ten-
kasi and Tirupathur districts that
share borders with neighbouring
states AP, Karnataka and Kerala where
the polls wou!d be held in second and
third phases of the general elections.

Sahoo further said that the ROs
would visit the strong roams, where
the EVMs were kept, in counting
centers in the state daily to check the
security. “The strong rooms are se-
cured with a double lock system. Three
layers of security cover is provided to
each of the counting centres, which are
under 24X7 surveillance,” he added.
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Get instructions for filing PMLA cases
against Nainar, Bruce, court tells ED

HC dismisses plea to disqualify Manickam Tagore

CHENNAL: The Madras High Court
directed the Directorate of
Enforcement (ED) to get instruc-
tions to the petition seeking to
register a PMLA case against
Tirunelveli Parliament
constituency candidates of BJP
Nainar Nagendran and Congress
Robert Bruce.

CM Raghavan, an independent candi-
date from Tirunelveli constituency,
moved the HC seeking to direct the ED to
take action based on his representation.

The case was listed before a division
bench of Justice MS Ramesh and Jus-
tice Sunder Mohan.

The counsel for the petitioner sub-
mitted that the ED should register a
case against Nainar Nagendran and
Robert Bruce, since huge amount of
money was seized from the places con-
nected to them when the Model Code of
Conduct was in effect.

The seized amount was meant for
distribution among the voters, the
counsel contended and sought to regis-
ter the case under Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) against the
candidates.

The standing counsel for ED Ramesh
submitted that cases were registered

Court dismissed an election

CHENNAI: The First Bench of the Madras High ¢
s Virudhunagar Parliament

petition seeking to disqualify Congress party’

rst Bench comprising

constituency candidate Manickam Tagore. The Fi
chief Justice SV Gangapurwala and Justice J Sathya Narayana Prasad heard
BJP IT wing president C Selvakumar

the petition moved by Virudhunagar
seeking disqualification of M
The petitioner contended tha
- model code of conduc

anickam Tagore from the Parliament election.
t Manickam Tagore violated the election
t by distributing guarantee cards to the voters with -

.

the list of benefits that they would receive after the polls if he was elected _
without any proper authorisation. Hence, the petitioner sought to directthe
Election Commission (EC) to disqualify Manickam Tagore. It was also |
submitted that a case has been registered in Virudhunagar regarding the -
distribution of such guarantee cards. After the submission, the bench :
observed that the petitioner should not treat the High Court as a post office.
as the authority concerned would take action regarding the complaint. - it

 Further, the bench observed the petition was filed for the purpose of i B

pub!icity and dismissed the petition.

regarding the seizure of the money un-
der section 171C, 171E, 171F and 188 of
IPC. Since the sections are not under
the scheduled offences, the ED cannot
register the case under PMLA.,

After the submission, the bench di-

rected the counsel to get instructions
in this regard and posted the matter to
April 24, for further submission.

On April 15, Rs 3.9 crore was seized

3y
1
2

from three persons at Tambaram rail-
way station by the election flying
squad, who were alleged to be the asso-
ciates of BJP candidate Nainar Nagen-
dran. Likewise, Rs 28.50 lakh was also
seized from Tirunelveli East DMK dis-
trict secretary’s office, which the peti-
tioner claiming that the money is to
distribute on behalf of Congress candi-
date Robert Bruce. .
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