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'CEO Sahoo meets
representatives of
‘recognised parties

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

 Chief Electoral Officer Sa-
- tyabrata Sahoo on Satur-
day held a meeting with re-
presentatives. of
recognised” national and
State political parties. to
discuss various aspects of
the Lok Sabha election.
After the meeting, held
. at the Secpetariat, DMK or-
ganisation secretary R.S.
. Bharathi told Treporters
that the discussion was
abouit the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC). The DMK
raised issues regarding ad-
“vertisements in Metro and
Vande Bharat trains, and
sought their removal, he
- said, adding that the party
had also sought clarifica-
tion on the restriction that
permits star campaigners
to take only five vehicles
for campaigning and
whether it was applicable
to all 40 campaigners.
AIADMK's former Minis-
ter D. Javakumar said that
his party had emphasised
that the election’ officials
should function in.an un-
biased and independent
manner. “We have pressed
. for close monitoring of mo-
| netary transactions. Only
private  vehicles are
. checked. We have stressed
© that the government vehi-
' cles be checked too.” he
added. :
{ Mr. Javakumar said that
the party also asked the
. Election Commission to
. take immediate action on
. complaints and enstre that
| the EVMs were maintained
safely and faults, if any. be

CEQ Satyabrata Sahoo
addressing representatives of
political parties in Chennai on
Saturday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

rectified quickly.

The representatives of |

the Congress, the CPl and |

the CPIM) had said that
they raised the issue of ar-

* rest of Delhi Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal and sought
the intervention of the |
Chief Election Commis-

sioner Rajiv Kumar on the
issue.
Former MLAs of the CPI

and CPI(M) Perivasamy |

and K. Bheem Rao said that

they also raised the issue of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi violating the MCC by

using an Indian Air Force

helicopter for an election
rally. Mr. Rao said he also
requested Mr. Sahoo to
monitor hate speech and
take action.

On the IAF helicopter is-
sue, BJP representatives
said that the Prime Minis-
ter was given exemptions
from certain provisions of
the MCC due to security
reasons. Representatives
from the DMDK, the AAP
and the BSP stressed that
basic amenities be ensured
at polling booths.
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Who may vote
from home in
LS elections? -

is this the first time such a fagility has
been rolled ou? Why are activists
calling for the rules to be amended?

Saumya Kalia

story so far: :
o he Eleggion Commission fias extended ifs
‘vote-from-hiome' facility to persons with |
disabilities and senior citizens aged 85
and above for the Lok Sabha elections. This
move will allowsmiore than 85 lakh senior sz
citizens and 88.4 lakh persons with disabilities to |
cast their votes through postal Ballots,

Whoiseligible? > ;
Efforts to make participation inclusive thus far
have been comtained to the polling site, with a
focts on SEting up IAMPS, separate queues,
wheelchairs and parking facilities. The postal
haflot-home voting facility was amended to
include seniot citizens and peuple.mth
disabilities; the benchmark disability should be
not less than 40% of the specified isability as
certified by the concerned authority. “Generally
the tendency has been that the senior citizens
want to participate in the process and walk to
the booth. But this time, we have gi_venther.n
options to vote in their homes,” Chief Election

Commissioner Rajiv Kumar said, Those who opt

for it this year are not eligible to vote directly at
the polling station on polling day. The scheme is
also “useful™ as senior voters may not prefer o
step out during the summer heat. an Andhra
Pradesh official told The Hindu earlier. The Lok
Sabha elections will be held between April 19
and June 1, when spells of heatwaves are likely to
hit most parts of the country.

[
Has it been n'i,eﬁ out before? :
‘Vote from home was previously _med out during
Asgembly elections in select regions, allowing

people with disab(i!iities,
‘Ideally, iff people  senior citizens an
with disability people affected by
have the option COVID-IS to avail the _
: % * facility. The ECI this vear
to vote from has, however, increased
home, they

the upper age limit of
should be allowed  elderly voters, from 80 to

to submit this 85 years. The ECI also

form online o0, extended the postal 1

_suvs an activist hallot option to media
) personnel covering

‘polling day activities' with authorisation letters
from the Election Commission, and those part of
essential services sich as metros, railways ar_ld
heaith care, The option is also open for service
voters, such as personnel of the armed forces
posted away from their hometowns, Central
Armed Police Forces personnei deploved away
from home, Central and State police personnel
an election duty, and polling personnei and
embassy staff on postings.

How may voters avail of the facility?
The key to the process is Form 12D, which is a
tetter informing the Assistant Returning Officer
(ARO) that the person may not be in a position
to go to the polling station to vote. The form can
be downloaded online from the ECT website or
collected from the office of the representative
district officer of a parliamentary constituency.
The form has to be filled and submitted within
tive days of notification of the polling date.
While it is a great initiative, Dr. Satendra
Singh, a doctor and disability justice activist,
says the policy may have to be tweaked for
awareness gaps and procedural snaris. Electors
are required to deposit the form to the Booth
Level Officers (BLO) or the ARO, a “problematic”
requirement for people with disabilities.
“ldeally, if people with disability have the option
to vote from home, they should be allowed to
submit this form onlfine too,” he says. Once filed,
two polling officials, accompanied by a
videographer and a security person, will visit
the elector’s home and overses the postal ballot
voting process. The voter will receive an
intimation about the date and approximate time
of visit via SMS or throtigh post. The home
voring option will be attempted twice. The
polling team will schedule a second visit if the
elector fails 10 be at the given address during the
first visit. During the visit, the polling team is
expected to follow the protocol under the
Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961. Each team of
poll officers is required to (a7 issue postal ballot
10 each of the Absentee Voters assigned to ir, (h
brief the elector about the procedure to be
foliowed for voting through postal ballet, (c)
make sure that the elector votes without anyone
infiuencing his/her choice, and ensure the
secrecy of voting, according to a November 2022
communique for the vote-from-home facility.
People with blindness or physical infirmity are
ailowed to nominate a companion and take their

.assistance while home voting,

What are the challenges?

Dr. Singh foresees some logistical hiccups, in
coordinating requests, scheduling and moving
paraphernalia arcund. Moreover, “do we have
the machinery to fulfil this mammoth task?” he
asks. The scheme will also need a “massive level
of awareness generation,” both among voters
and polling officers, to attune the facilities to
people’s needs. The Election Commission has
[nunched a Voter's Guide, outlining the
provisions and procedural details available to
persons with disabilities and senior citizens
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[ lakh posters, banners
removed in city areas
ahead of LS election

Aloysius Xavier Lopez
CHENNAL

The Chennai District elec-
tion office has removed
around | lakh posters, ban-
ners and graffiti as part of
anti-defacement drive

ahead of Lok Sabha.

election. , *
Officials have idéntified
most of the defacements in

North Chennai Parliamen-

tary Constituency in areas

such as Thiru. Vi. Ka. Na-
gar. More than 40% of the
city’s defacements were
identified in Thiru. Vi. Ka.
Nagar segment ‘of ‘North
Chennai.

Political parties had co-
vered the walls in graffiti at
more than 63,000 spots in
the city’s public proper-
ties. As many as 14,000
posters were removed
from public properties af-
ter the-announcement of
election: As many as 600

public properties had also

been identified with ban-

ners erected by political
parties. All the deface-
ments have been cleared.

The election officials
have also removed graffiti
from more than 6,000
private properties. Over
8,000 posters were also re-
moved from private pro-
perties in the city. Banners
have also been removed
from 600 private proper-
ties. ;

Chennai District Elec-
tion office on Saturday
conducted awarenass pro-
grammes in parks such as
Nageshwara Rao Park in
Mylapore. Students partici-
pated in the programme,
stressing the need for
100% voting. Officials dis-
tributed pamphlets to au-
torickshaw drivers in Pe-
rambur to create
awareness about 100%
polling. An awareness pro-
gramme for persons with
disabilities will be organ-
ised on the Marina Beach
on Sundav.
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HC refuses to

—
T

compel people to

vote in elections

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAL, MARCH 23

The Madras high court on
Friday refused to compel people
to vote in the elections since a
holiday is given on that day
Though voting is a duty of the
electorate, no one could compel
a person to exercise the valu-
able right, the court observed.
A division bench comprising
Chief Justice SV
Gangapurwala and Justice D.
Bharatha Chakravarthy heard
4 public interest litigation seek-
ing a direction to the Central
and State governments as well
as the Election Commission of
India to ensure that employers
could be allowed to have a paid
holiday on the polling day only
if they submitted proof of vot-

The petitioner Ramkumar
Adityan from Tiruchendur in
his petition said a paid holiday
is given since the people should
not lose their voting rights. All
the government and private
companies give paid holidays to
the employers. But, there is no
procedure to check if the work-
ers exercise their franchise
using the holiday, he contended.

i
L
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students of Chennai Government High School, Ayanavaram and
Nammalwarpet, accompanied by nadaswaram players distribute

ieaflets to the public to stress on the need for 100 per cent voting
in the upcoming Lok Sabha polls. —N. Sampath
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Hill farmers camy

B. RAVICHANDRAN | DC
QOTY, MARCH. 23

With the Lok Sabha poll
exercise under way and
political parties and lead-
&rs hitting the campaign
trail, here in the Nilgiris
the Malai Maavatta Siruvi-
vsaigal Nalasangam
(MMSN) has plunged into a
campaign o appeal to the
farmers and other hill resi-
dents to boycott the polls
over the {ea price crisis.

‘This has come as a new
twist as contesting political
parties have a tough task
.on hand to resolve the i%sue
-and convince the hill farm-
ers fo participate in the
election.

The MMSN has already
printed pamphlets request-
ing hill farmers and hill
residents to boveott the

24 MAR 2026

polls and has begun to dis-
tribute the pamphlets to
the hill residents. ~ »

Thumboor [. Bojan, presi-
dent of the MMSN, said his
association held a meeting
here on March 7 and lis-
tened to affected small tea
growers (STG) and repre-
sentatives from some polit-
ical parties .and other
organisations. =%

It was resolved at the
meeting to boyeott the Lok
Sabha polls if the state and
Union governments failed
to implement the orders on
minimum auction price
(MAP) ad per the 1977
model, to fix Rs. 200 per kg
of as the MAP for made tea
/ tea dust in the tea auction
centres before the
announcement on the LS
polls was made. ;

Sadly! the Union and

aign to boycott LS polls

state governments chose to
ignore the demand of the
STG in the Nilgiris who
constitute the bulk of the
farming community in the
Nilgiris.

As tea cultivation is the
backbene of the hill econo-
my, the tea price crisis,
wherein the STG hardly
gets around Rs. 15 per kg
for green tea leaf which
they supply to tea factories,
it in furn hits the economy
of the Nilgiris, -affecting
normal business in com-
mercial establishments.

Hence, in order to high-
light the demand of STG,
the MMSN has begun a dif-
ferent poll campaign to
solicit the support of the
hill farmers and hill resi-
dents to boycott the LS
polls and show solidarity,
he added.
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AENERAL ELEGTH

ugaling
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Chief Electoral officer Satyabrata Sahu chairs a meeting representative of
recognized political parties at the Secretariat on Saturday. -DC

b |
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G(C conducis voter
dwareness programime

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, MARCH. 23

Greater Chennai Corporation
(GCC) launched election aw-
areness campaigns in various
places in the city on Saturday
under the Systematic Voter’s
Education and  Electoral
Participation (SVEEP).

‘In Mylapore, students carry-
ing placards conducted election
awareness programmes in the
‘morning. According to the
Election Commission, they lau-
nched the campaign with the
intention of ensuring 100 per
cent voter-turnout in the up-
coming Lok Sabha elections.

At Virugambakkam, the elec-
tion officials conducted yoga s-
essions for the residents as part
of the campaign to make people
aware of the necessity of exer-
cising their franchise.

In order to create awareness
among college students, a cam-
paign was conducted at Annai
Velankanni College in Saidapet. -
The poll officials conducted a
door-to-door campaign under
SVEEP at Veeraraghavan Street
of Tondiarpet zone. On Arani

* _Rangan Street, auto drivers
took part in the awareness cam-
paign.

The officials said the cam-
paign will continue in more
places to create awareness
among voters,




gold cash séized

lector, officials from the com-
mercial taxes department in
Madurai were called in to in-
vestigate the matter.

Times News NETWORK

A static surveillance
.4 team (SST) intercept-

~ &ed a truck transport-
ing gold jewellery worth
more than 2 croreat the Bat-
lagundu checkpost in Dindi-
gul district. The incident oc-
curred on Friday evening.
The truck, belongingtoa
private jewellery company,
was travelling oh the Theni-

Madurai national highway -
when it was intercepted by

SST officials. Upon inspec-
tion, they discovered nine
boxes of gold jewellery val-
ued at 23,09,79,550. However,
. they did not have necessary
. documentation.

: Following the directions

i of the Dindigul district col-

Further inguiry re--
vealed that the gold jewel-
lery was being transported
by the private company from
Coimbatore to Theni for
wholesale business. After
delivering some of the jewel-
lery gLTheni the truck pro-
ceeded tocross the Batlagun-
du checkpost. However, due
to the absence of proper doc-
umentation and in violation
of election commission
rules, the officials seized the
jewellery _Subsequently,
th ~ the seized
1tems in a sealed treasury
room in Nilakottai, in the

. presence of officials.
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Octogenarians get invite
from collector to cast votes

A imed at increasing the polling percentage, Trichy district
“% collector and district election officer M Praddep Kumar
invited octogenarians to cast their votes in the upcoming general
election on Saturday. The election officer handed the senior

- voters unique invites similar to wedding invitation cards. The
election department said that all senior citizens (aged 85 years
and above) and people with disabilities are being informed about
the provision of using form 12D to cast votes through postal
ballots. The facility has been introduced to prevent the aged and
PwD voters from facing inconveniences in travelling to the polling
booths. The filled forms will have to be submitted to the election
department before March 25. The district collector met the
octogenarian voters at the Keela Chinthamani locality on
Saturday and sensitized them to vote in the general election.
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Venkatesan

Mﬂn”#ayaram

said donations should be
Wheeausm ideological
affinity “But in many cases, *

central agencies like ED and

- T department could have

acted as tools to make com-
panies buy electoral bonds,
gmk!ng it look like money
ulldmg"
Pharmaceutical - coni-
panies also bought bonds,
including thoze whe manu-
factured the Covid-19 vac
cines; said Selva, question-
ingmsslbtebiasesinquahm
“Electoral bonds anly killed
transparehcy”
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- PIL wants 7% quota for disabled people

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: A disabled rights ac-
tivist has moved Madras high
court seeking 7% reservation
for disabled people in both
hotizes of Parliament and state
assemblies.
Though thereare more than
seven crove disabled people in
" the country, a majority of them
are deprived of proper educa-
tion and employment and

TO BE HEARD ON

therefore toaddresstheirissues
representation for their com-
munity is the need of the hour

in Parliament and legisiative

assemblies, hesaid.
The public interest writ pet-

-ition is likely to be heard by the

first bench of Chief Justice
Sanjay Vijavkumar Gangapur-
wala and Justice D Bharatha
Chakravarthy on Monday.
According to the petitioher,
Manivannan, though 4% reser-
vation has been provided to dis-
abled people in admission
educational institutions and in
employment, the majority of

the community are deprived of
such opportunities.

Therefore, to ensure appro-
priate representation in Parlia-
ment and state assemblies, the

. petitioner made representation

to Election Commission of In-
dia(EChand Uniongovi. .

Since the authorities have
tailed to respond to the repre-
sentation, the petitioner has
moved the high court through
the present PIL.
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Chennal: A petition has been filed
in the Madras HC seeking orders
ta the central and state
governments for providing 7%

~ reservation to persons with
disabilities in the Parliament and
the state legislatures. In the PIL
petition, Manivannan, a person
with disability from Kallakurichi
district, said the PwD population
accounts for 7 crore in the country
_ and that.they are not given any
* reservation in the legislatures. A
representation was submitted to
the ECI seeking 7% reservation
but it had replied there is no
provision in the Constitution to
provide such reservation, he said.
Pointing to the fact that 4%
reservation in education and
employment is given to the PwDs,
he sought the HC to issue orders
to the central and state
governments to grant 7%
reservation the Houses.
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C A S H The election flying squad seized a total of 22.54 lakh during
vehicle inspections at separate places in Perambalur on Saturday.

SEIZED The squad seized #1.91 lakh from a persor near Maruthaiyan
termnple and another team seized ¥ 63,330 at Valikandapuram
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CHENNAE Growing up amid
extreme climate events like
heavy rains and severe heat, a
majority of first time voters in
Tamil Nadu expect the candi-
dates and pavties, who are in the
fray for Lok Sabha polis, to give
commitment to address climate
change issues,

Moreover, commitment towards cli-
mate change issues was the top
most expectation along with ad-
dressing public health issues among
the state’s first-time voters, a recent
study had revealed.

According to a survey titled, ‘Per-
ception of First-Time Voters on Cli-
mate Education in India’, conducted
by Asar Social Impact Advisors,

DT Next
24 MAR 2024

Candidates must address climate change: First-time voters

Climate Educators Network, and
CMSR Consultants, 52.2% of re
spondents said that factors such as
commitment to addressing climate
change issues and prioritising solu-
tions for public heaith crizes will
influence their choice of political
candidates or parties. As much as
30.2% of firsttime voters
want emphasis on address-
ing economic crises.

On the other hand, 79.3%
firsttime voters in West
Bengal want their candi-
dates and parties to ke com-
mitted in addressing the climafe
change erisis while 52.2% and 50.4%
of their counterparts in Maharash-
tra and New Delhi, respectively,
expect the same.

.The survey was conducted among
1,600 first-time voters from 7 cities
across four states - Tamil Nadn,
New Delhi, Maharashtra and West
Rengal. Respondents were predomi-
nantly aged between 18 and 22 years
with various educational back-
grounds and income profiles,

While 52.2% of the first-
time voters surveyed in Ta-
mil Nadu stated that com-
mitment of a party or politi-
cian fo climate change
would influence their choice
¥ of candidates in the election,
and 55% believed that the most of
fective way of tackling the climate
crisis would be through education
and creating awareness.

“This is throwing lighton the fact

that young people are becoming
mere aware about climate change
and showing political parties that
their concerns cannot be ignored.
Political parties in the State will
have to up their game and respond
to this call,” said G Sundarrajan of
Poovulagin Nanbargal.

Over 50% of respondents in TN
find it important to incorporate cli-
mate edueation into learning sys-
tems, while almost 90% believe that
it's somewhat important. Only 9%
opined that it wasn’t not important.

A significant portion of respond-
ents: (52%) identified the zovern-
ment as being responsible for the
climate crisis, with 25% and 15%
respondents also blaming individu-
als and industries respectively.




' mweﬁr m-uchy diatrict administra-
tion organised varions avents on creat-
: Vi.ﬂg mteneﬂafnr

L

programmes.

The Collector ﬂagged nff the fharathan
from the court roundabout in which the
students from several educational institu-
tions took part.

Subsequently, he vlsited the voters who
crossed B5-years-old and handed over the
invitation for voting and appgaled to them
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v for cémpufsory voting. .

While the returning officer visited the
polling stations and inspected the ramps
 established to facilitate the differently
ahled and senior eitizen voters.

Later, he visited the rangoli awareness
- made by the Women Self Help Group mem-
. bers at north Veedhi in Srirangam near
S Ranganatha Swamy temple in which
around 100 women drew rangolis creating
awareness on compulsory voting.

The women also wrote slogans along
with the rangoli. Srirangam RDO Dakshi-
namurthy and others accompanied the
Collector and returning officer.
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