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says it is creating ‘false equivalences

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Congress On
Thursday slammed

the Election Com-
mission (EC) for advising
Opposition leaders . that
they should refrain from
saying the Constitution is
in danger as well as over its
affidavit in the Supremie
Court with regard to dis-
closing voter data on its
website.

Addressing a press com-
ference, Congress spokes-
person Abhishek Singhvi
criticised the EC’s argi
ment that data contained
in Form 17C can be
morphed or distorted if it
were uploaded on its web-
site. He said it was con
demnable that the EC was
not fulfilling its constitu-
tional duty and its inclina-
tion was “one-sided”. .

Mr. Singhvi also accuse
the EC of trying to be “the
election department” of
the BJP by not acting on

Hiad, CErg)ith)

3

by issuing gene

& 4 the poliical parties
~ weoppose. The parties

~ | an fail the trial but the

complaints of model code
violations by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah.

Instead, he said, the EC

was creafing «false equiva-
lences” by giving general-
ised directions to parties.

His comments came af-
ter the EC gave an affidavit
in the Supreme Court, say-
ing “indiscriminate disclo-
sure” of polling station-
wise voter-turnout data
and posting the figures on
its website would cause
chaos in the election
machinery-

M. Singhvi said the EC’s
actions on complaints

S EC éannota_ffotdtofail

the trial.
ABHISHEK SINGHVI
Congress spokesperson :

against the BJP 0P brass
and in the non-disclosure
of voter data did not befita
high-level constitutional in-
stitution. “This 18 against
the constitutional respon-
sibilities of the institution.
This is the EC, not the elec-
tion agent of any party.
When a constitutional in-
stitution shows inclination
towards PpOWET, then it
should be understood that
this is the end of democra-
cy;” he said.

Raising the poll panel’s
instructions that one co d
not raise questions on the
Constitution, Mr. Singhvi
asserted, “We are openly

to be ‘election

C for failing
al duty’

department’ of BJP,

directions to the political parties
» The ECisas saying that unless thereisa
much on trial violation of the code of

conduct, the EC does not
have the right to decide
who will say what.”

«Today, the identity of
India, the thinking of In-
dia, the basic structure of
the Constitution is in dan-
ger. This is very unfortu-
nate” headded.

The Congress spokes-
person also questioned the
purpose of “hiding” Form
17C, which was meant to
increase the faith of the pt-
blic in the poll process.

«The EC is as much on
trial as the political parties
we oppose. The political
parties can fail the trial but
the EC cannot afford t0 fail
the trial. The EC has not

passed the high constitu-

tional obligations and tests
imposed upon it. It is time
that the EC rose to the oc-
casion and dealt with these
issues on a constitutional
basis. It has voted for con-
cealment instead of tran-
sparency,’ he alleged.
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Campaigning for the pe-
nultimate phase of the Lok
Sabha election ended on
Thursday with the BJP and
the Indian National Deve-
lopmental, Inclusive Al-
liance (INDIA) bloc moving
to post-poll arithmetic.

At a rally in Mahendra-
garh in Haryana, where all
10 constituencies will vote
on Saturday, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi said the
INDIA bloc was talking
about having five Prime Mi-
nisters over the next five
years and the fight over
ghee had broken out in the
alliance even before the
cow had given milk.

Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge said the IN-
DIA bloc would stop the
BJP from coming back to
power and get the required
numbers to form the go-
vernment.

The sixth phase will see
889 candidates trying their
luck from 58 seats. With
this phase, the polling pro-
cess in 28 States and Union
Territories will be complet-
ed. Star campaigners of all
parties also arrived at the
the national capital, which
will see all of its seven Lok
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Voting for 58 seats tomorrow; 28 States, Union
Territories to complete polling with Phase 6

Fiml Ihmhhu Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicitated w1th a sword bythe BJP's Patlala candidate, Preneet Kaur, ata campaign
rally on Thursday, and, right, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee with party candidate Sayantika Banerjee in Kolkata, ANI, PTi

Sabha constituencies vot-
ing on Saturday. The BJP
had won all the seats here
in 2019.

Delhi Chief Minister Ar-
vind Kejriwal said on May
21 that the BJP was set to
lose power on June 4,
when results for the Lok
Sabha elections would be
announced. ;

Herephrased Mr. Modi’s
“Achhe din aane wale
hain” pitch by adding his
own spin — “Modiji jaane
wale hain” - to it. Cam-
paigning on the streets of
the national capital, he
said an INDIA bloc govern-
ment was set to be formed
at the Centre following

which the capital would
get full Statehood.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) was, however, tar-
geted repeatedly over the
incident of alleged assault
on its Rajya Sabha member
Swati Maliwal.

On Thursday, Mr. Kejri-
wal said that the Prime Mi-
nister was trying to harass
his old and sick parents by
questioning them in the
Maliwal case. The allega-
tion followed the Delhi pol-
ice’s scheduled interroga-
tion of Mr. Kejriwal’s
parents which was, howev-
er, postponed.

- Former Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi, in a vi-

deo message, appealed to
the people of Delhi to
make candidates of the IN-
DIA bloc victorious in all
seven seats.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi campaigned for his
party candidates and al-
liance partner AAP in the
capital. On Thursday, he
took a Metro ride and ad-
dressed rallies in support
of the Congress candidate
from northeast Delhi, Kan-
haiya Kumar.

At a rally in Chandigarh
on May 21, Mr. Gandhi said
the system was heavily
aligned against the lower
castes. He said 90% of the
population of the country,

including Dalits, OBCs, trs
bal communities and m'
norities, did not have =
presentation in the powe-
structure. :

In West Bengal, Chiet
Minister Mamata Banerjec
speaking at a rally in Khav.
dah on May 22, said she
would not accept the Caj-
cutta High Court order
scrapping the Other Back-
ward Class (OBC) status of
several classes in the State.
She hinted that the govern
ment could challenge the
order in the Supremes
Court,

A total of eight seats in
the State will vote in the
sixth phase.
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Campal

for sixth
S pollsin

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Campaigning
ended on Thursday for the
penultimate
Sabha elections
stituencies across gix states
and two Union territories,
including all seven seats in
Delhi, amidst severe heat-
wave conditions sweeping
acrossnorthemmdia.
Delhi is likely to experi-
ence record-high femper-
atures of up to 46 degrees
Celsius during aturday’s

key contes:
tants are Union minister
Dharmendra Pradhan

) from Sambalpur (Od-
isha), Manoj Tiwari )

oning ends

phase of

-Rajouri (J&K);
former Calcutta HC judge
Abhijit Gangopadhyay
@8JP) fro Tamluk (Ben-

Rinwa, 2 total of 162 candi-
dates, incl ding 16 women,
arecontesting inl14seats.

1158

Tripathi, son of former gov-
ernor Kesari Nath Tripathi,

will face Ujjawal Raman

dra Yadav.
mer
Kripashankar gingh will
faceSP’sBabuSinghKhuSH-
waha and BSP’s sitting MP
Shyamsmgh‘ladam
Fullreporton wiww.tot.in

Tn Jaunpur, for-
tra ministe!
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(s late reply to plain against Modi

wise voting tions and delivering puni-
g shment.Hesaidmeresponse

Tives News NETWORK

NewDelhi:Asitchargedthe 17C)  public too has been delayed by 27
ElectionCommissionof hav- can result in days when the complaint
ing become “one sided” and mor-phedim-  Was filed in the wake of Mo-
«BJP’s election departme- agesandmis di's speech in Banswara (Ra-
nt”, CongressThursday said chief, AICC jasthan).He asked why isthe
thepollwatchdog’smuchde— spokesmar. Abhishek EC full of terror when the
layed response to complaints Singhvi alleged EC’s reluc-  Names of Modior homemin-
about PM Narendra Modi's tance stemsfrom itsdesireto ister cropup in complaints.
“prazen comm! cam- notallowa «total picture” of . “BJP is orchestrating the
ing” is full of inanities voting to emerge instantly SO decimation of electoral de-
inwhich it hasnot even mus- that questions cannot be mocracy and. trying to IMv-

tered the courage to name askedaboutthevotingdata.
the violatoreventhough Mo- A day after the EC's ob-
di has used «horrible gutter servations on the complaint
level speeches” which have againstthePM’s “communal
not been seen in the couniry S es”, Singhvi said the
aver seven decades. poll body has delivered ser-
Lashingoutat ECsargu- mons and inanities instea
ment that making the booth- of taking note of the viola-

otitutional body ECI forgot-
ten its legacy of 75years,” he
said. He said BJP does not
wantth_edatatobemadepuh—
lic, and EC is “falling in its
trap” and becoming “eager
and compliant institution”.
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11 LS candidates
are over 80 years
of age, says ADR

v

Eleven candidates older than
80 and 537 in the 25-30 age
range are contesting the Lok
Sabha election, according to
an analysis of election data
gathered by the poll rights :
body Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR).

The analysis looked at data
of 8,337 of the 8,360

candidates contesting the Lok
Sabha elections.

In the sixth phase, which
will be held on May 25, there
are 271 candidates in the
25-40 age group, while 436 are
in the 41-60 age range.

There are 159 candidates
in the 61-80 group.

For the final phase of
election on June 1,243
candidates are in the 25-40
age bracket, 481 in the 41-60
range, and 177 aged between
61 and 80.

Three candidates are moré
than 80 years old. 71
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62.2% POLLING IN 5TH PHASE
SIBAL QUESTIONS EC STAND -

DC CORRESPONDENT _
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
NEW DELHI, MAY 23

Three days after the fifth
phase of voting, the
Election Commission (EC)
on Thursday released the
final voter data, which
showed 62.2 per cent

‘ther

polling was recorded in
parliamentary constituen
cies in the ongoing gene
election. The EC said tha
polling figures will be fur
updated afte
repolling at two polling
stations in  Odisha's
Kandhamal is completed
on Thursday.



NECCAN

CHRONICLE
2.4 MAY M4

Public posting of Form 17C will
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'NEW DELHI, MAY 23
~Ahead of the sixth ugmm of

~ the Lok Sabha polling, the

ne Court is slated to

| hear on Friday a plea by

NGO Association for
Democratic Reforms seek-
ing a direction to the

Election Commission to -

upload data of votes polled
within 48 hours of the con-
clusion of voting in each
phase of the general elec-

tions on its official web-
site.
The
polling on 58 parliamen- -
tary seats will be held on
Saturday. The apex court
hearing on uploading the
data on polled votes
assumes significance as
the poll panel has come
under severe criticism
from the Opposition par-
ties for delaying in putting

~ the exact figures on the

voter turnouts during the

sixth phase of

last five phases of the Lok
Sabha elections.
In a 225-page affidavit

filed in the apex court, the

Election Commission has
stated that “indiscrimi-
nate disclosure” and pub-
lic posting of Form 17C

(record of votes polled in a

polling station) is only ten-

~ tative and not provided in

the statutory framework
and uploading it on the
portal could lead to mis-
chief and vitiation of the

entire electoral space as it
increases the possibility of
the images being morphed.

The poll panel has cate-
gorically stated that. the
counting of votes is as per
statutory mechanisms and
"indiscriminate  disclo-
sure" of polling station-
wise voter turnout data
and+posting it on its web-
site will cause chaos in the
election machinery which
is already in motion for
the ongoing elections.
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VVPAT destruction: >=&=.m Em: court grants interim
protection from arrest to YSRCP’s Macherla MLA

BRS _@maﬁ axed to deathin
T'gana; party blames Cong

Venu.Lanka@timesgroup.com

Vijayawada: The vacation
bench of Andhra Pradesh
high court Thursday granted
interim protection from ar-
rest to YSRCP’s Macherla
~MLA Pinnelli Ramakrishna
Reddy; who destroyed a voter-

POST-POLL
VIOLENCE

verifiable paper audit trail
(VVPAT) machine, and other
contestants accused of being
involved in post-poll vio-
lence, till10am on Juneé.
Pinnelli is charged with
destroying the VVPAT ma-
chine attached to an EVM in-

side a vozsm
booth in Ma-
charla on May
13, when all of
Andhra Pra-
desh’s 25 Lok
F Sabha and 175
assembly constituencies
went to polls. High court di-
rective came on the anticipa-
tory bail applications filed by
the MLA and other candi-
dates before the bench.

Advocate Niranjan Reddy,
representing Pinnelli, ar-
gued that the case against his
client was registered on May
13, but the MLA'S name was
not included as accused till
May 15.

Healso questioned the au-

thenticity of the video up-
loaded by TDP national gen-
eral secretary Nara Lokesh
on X, in which Pinnelli can be
seensmashinga VVPAT unit.

The court also reviewed
the anticipatory bail pleas of
TDP’s Tadipatri candidate J
C Asmith Reddy and Dendu-
luru nominee OrEﬁEunm.:mE
Prabhakar.

High court directed the
police not to arrest the as-
sembly and Lok Sabha candi-
dates who have sought antici-
patorybailtill thecompletion
of the counting process, and
instructed the contestants to
refrainfrom indulging inany
form of violence during the
counting period.

Hyderabad: A BRS function-
ary was axed to death at his
home in Telangana's Wana-
parthy district during the
night between Wednesday
and Thursday, prompting the
party to accuse Congress
workers of the murder and
seek a CBI probe.

B Sridhar Reddy, 53, a
staunch follower of Kollapur
ex-MLA Beera Harshavard-
han Reddy, was attacked on
his neck, head, and ear while

‘he was sleeping in the openin

Laxmipally village around
11:30pm-2:30am, police told
TOI. Aninjurysuggested that
hetried to ward off the attack-
ers, police said. Sridhar’s fa-
ther said his son slept by
10:30pm. “In the morning, I
saw his body with injuries on
hisneck and head,” he said.
BRS demanded CM Re-
vanth Reddy to sack Kollapur
MLA and minister Jupally
Krishna Rao. BRS president

KT Rama Rao demanded a

CBI probe.
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THC MOVES EC
AGAINST BOSE
SPORTING LOTUS

‘DC CORRESPONDENT
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
NEW Déu-u MAY 23

The 'I'-ﬁnmnul Congress has
urged the Election Commi
ssion (EC) to restrain Wes{
Bengal governor C.V
Ananda Bose, alleging h
il o el L
w sym
bol at an event in Kolkata.

o
|

"HRONICLL

governor is an appoint
of the President and is no

TheTMCstressedthatei

supposed to represent th

political ideology

THC MOVE EC AGA

FROM PG 1

Or the political view of the
government at the Centre.

The TMC urged the poll
panel to take appropriate
action against Mr Bose and
to restrain him from “inter-

fermg' ‘with the elect_loneer :

ing process. ;

“It is to bring to your kind
knowledge and attention
that C.V. Ananda Bose, the

governor of West Bengal has

been using his office for can-
vassing for the BJP for the
ensuing general elections,”
the TMC said in its com-
plaint.

“In particular, on 23.01.2024, -

e

{ST BOSE SPORTING LOTUS

‘Mr Bose, while attending a
public function at Ram tem-
‘ple; Kolkata, was seen to be

wearing a BJP logo on his
chest, for the ensuing Lok
Sabha .polls to solicit votes
for the'BJP. The conduct of
the governor is not only
undemocratic and violative
of the constitutional values
attached to his office, but also
impairs free and fair elec-
tions in the state,” TMC has
alleged.

The party also said that in
the past, the EC has taken

_ action against governors
~who have used offices for can-

vassing for the political par-
ties. :



CEO holds irtus
o w1th DEOs on

Chennai: TN Chief Electoral
Officer (GEQ) Sathyabrata Sa-
hoo on Thursday held a virtual
meeting with district election
officers (DEOs) on steps to be
taken at the counting centres
onthe day of counting.

Officials at the CEO office
said Sahoo directed DEOs to
ensure that all equipment and
materials required on the day
of counting should be kept
ready. Also, the CEO had direct-
ed them to ensure that the ta-
bles for placing EVMs and for
polling agents were arranged
properly.

The CEQdirected the DEOs
to ensure that the staff de-
ployed for counting are provid-
ed adequate training and di:
rected them to ensure that ad-

T SR '\Tx

2.4 MAY 2008

ditional staff were always kept
ready incase of acontingency.

The CEO directed DEOs to
ensure that details of counting
of every round were passed on
toagents of candidates on time
and there should be no com-
plaintson the issue.

On randomization of offi-
cialsforcountingduty, the CEO
directed the DEOs to ensure
that all three phases of rando-
mization are carried out on
time.

Therandomisation process
had commenced in the state.
Greater Chennai Corporation
commissioner J Radhakrish-
nan said first phase of rando-
mization of officials for three
constituencies in Chennai had

bunplanneda:{;dwm TNN




Trend Reflects
Growing
Political

Engagement
Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In nearly 32% of
Lok Babha constituencies —
137 out of the 427 seats for

which voter turnout data has
been released — females have

accounted for higher percent-

of votes cast in the first five :

of women voters does not imp-

1y their dominance in num-

bers, more females coming out

tovoteisan encouraging trend

and a signal that they are seek-

ingmoresay in governance.
The Election Commis-

sion’s turnout data show that -

in Bihar, where polling has
been completed in 24 of 40
seats, a higher percentage of
female voters came out to exer-
cise their franchise in 20 con-
stituencies in the last four
phases. In the first phase, only
Jamui saw higher percentage
of women  electors casting
their votes.

In Jharkhand too, where

polling has been completed for

THE TIMES

“Females outnum
Sseatsin ﬁve phases

m

States Where \Hmn Voter Turnout Increased
in Constituencies :

Polling
completed

eight seats in the fourth and
fifth phases, a higher percent-
age of females turned up at
polling stations across all con-
stituencies.

In the case of Odisha, five
out of the nine constituencies
where polling has been com-
pleted saw a similar trend. In
West Bengal, 18 out of the 25
constituencies that have gone

to_polls have also reported

higher percentage of regis-
tered women electors casting
their votes.

~ The trend was no different
innearly half of alltheseatsin
Kerala and Tamil Nadu, while

all the LS constituencies in °

Gujarat and Maharashtra saw
higher percentage of male vot-
ers exercising their ﬁ'anchise
than women.

Ranjana Kumari, director
of Centre for Social Research,
said, “We are observing a simi-
lar pattern where women are
voting more in numbers in
many  constituencies in this
election. Women have largely
been the beneficiaries (lavar-
this) of welfare programmes.
Thepolitical aspiration among
local women has also in-
creased since 1993 when Pan-
chayatiRaj Act was passed and
women became elected repre-
sentatives. That's also helping
women make their own, deci-
sions and there is more politi-
cal consciousness.”

Fullreporton www.toi.in
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Higher
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| m five years ago
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HEF i
LL KERALA SEATS
With % With
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0f Votes | Tumout | Voles

postal votes is not ﬂumofmesixhadtewerpeo-
e for 2024

sofan
h lower turnout

ple

votingthis time.
.In Rajasthan and Tamil

ahsnlute vote num- Nadu, m the seats

i In Gujarat and West Ben-
¢ gal, turnouts were lower than
i in 2019 in all but one seat in
i each case, but not a single Ben-
¢ gal seat had fewer voters with

¢ the increase in the electorate

{ more than offsetting the drop

: inturnout. In Gujarat, about a

: quarter of the seats saw fewer

¢ voles cast. Similarly, in Bihar,
1

21 of the 24 seats recorded low-
er turnouts than 2019, but only
one saw the absolute number
of votes godown. -

In Maharashtra, 20 of the
48seats had lower turnoutsbut
anhrshhadfewa'peop!amm-
ingupto voteon pollingday In
terestingly, of the six seats
across the country that had a
lower electorate than in 2019
among the 409 being analysed
herg, five were in Maharashtra
and included Pune and Mum-
bai South. However, only three
of the five had fewer votes be-
ing cast this time. Andhra Pra-
desh, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Gdisha, Telangana and West

Bengalhad noseats with fewer
votes this time than in 2019,
though all of them had some
that recorded lower turnouts.
Chhattisgarh was the only
major state in which both
turnout and absolute vote
counts were higher in every
seat, While EC has not put out
data on the absolute number
of votes cast in each seat, the
fact that the electorate is
known and the turnout per-
centage is also known to two
decimal places means it is pos-
sible to work out an approxi-
mate value for votes polled.
This analysis is based on that
approximation,
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- ‘EC should disclose data...doubt is created because

of want of information,

Former election commissioner Ashok Lavasa breaks
down theissueof bias, turnoutnumbersand Form17Cin
conversation with Dipak Dash saying there’s no merit
in suggesting data or votes will bemanipulated, because
there's a systemof crosschecks, But there's need to “make
things more open”, because “more the transparency,
morethetrust”.

Election Commission's neutrality is always under

But in terms of taking cognizance or responding
to complaints, whether against members of party

. in govt, or anyone else, EC in the past has been

procedure.

Complaints, especially of viola-
tion of Model Code of Conduct
(MCC), are disposed of swiftly EC |

_”_S%,,ﬁw”;aanauanmﬁs
reach a prima facie view whethera.
case isfit to issue notice. The person

© action isn’t taken, it leads to .

That’s when people allege EC isn’t observing

g ~ ascertain veracity of complaint to
; .@ is given opportunity to respond
neutrality, This isn’t new. Delay creates misgivings.

© Howcanitbedealtwith? :
‘T'vealways been of the view, and had suggested even
. whenIwas in EC, thatfirst, allcomplaints should beon

so.mSE_ﬁ,p&EEﬁzmmzmg:EESEou?

*websiteso that people &E&i thi on.pwoaauu_nﬁﬁ..,_
which g%&& uﬁ_ﬁéoﬁmﬁg
procedure and timeline nﬁu,_ ssion to follow. Delay
of um&%g.gﬂgwmnﬁ even political parties

‘should take responsibility for MCC violations by their
Allthis can be done only if there's a review of MCC
in consultation with all political parties. Ithink there's

totakeimmediateactionper &

need to make things more open. The moment EC
adheres to timelines, _E.o_s%ﬂwu for people to be

satisfied with action taken, but at least nobody will_

accuseitof inaction. ;

@ EC’s not made phase-wise vote count public. The

; i ' Twoaspeets here. One, people are in doubt because
© OppositionpartiesandactivistsallegeECisbiased. ~  information isn't available. |
' manipulation. It only createsdoubt. -
watch, particularly tested in complaints against party
in govt or its members. That's always been a challenge.

“available. But that doesn't indicate
Two, system prescribed for conduct of polls, main-

 tenance of records, preparation of presiding officers’

diary, and statistical count of votes cast in Form 17C is
very clear: A signed copy of Form 17C (the summary of
votes cast in any given poll station) is to be given to
polling agents of all candidates. A copy in a closed
envelope is kept with EVMs, and sealed in the strong-
room immediately after the material is deposited with
the returning officer (RO).

Infact, if Irememberright, EC's manual says presi-
ding officer should make carbon copies, so he doesn’t
makea mistake. This can be during counting.
AsystemisinplacetoensurethenuinberinForm17Cat
close of pollis indeed the number counted.

Precedent has been that within hours of end of poll,

delay in action’

EC 'shared with public approximate numbers via
media; Serutiny as per procedure of presiding officers’
diary, whichalsocontainsthisdataisdonetheday after.
Once this is submitted by RO and observer, EC either
decides on a repoll, or provides a more accurate
number'of votes cast. EC being the custodian of all
thesefactsshoulddisclose thisdata. There’sno harmin
naking it public.

don’t think there'sany merit insuggesting thedata
or the votes will be manipulated, because there's a
system of crosschecks. Doubt is created because of
want of information.

@ EC officers say calculate votes cast from electorate
numbers and turnout percentage in public.

Techniecally, EC's right. Two types of people are
interested. Thecandidateand aware citizens. Through
polling agents, a candidate can know exact number
'8 of votes cast via Form 17C. But they must compile
dataof all Form17Cs. If there are10 candidates inan
LS constituency, all of them need to collect this data
from their polling agents. Such tabulation may have
itsown inaccuracies.

" People at large don’t have access to Form 17C. It’s
. unfair for anyone to expect publie to calculate votes
| - castby visiting the website.
s It'sfar simpler for EC to compile and put out this
data. It's like in a cricket match in olden days, when
~ somebody would manually placethescore, oversand
“ wickets on a scoreboard. It could be said thematch is
on, score is being kept so there’s no need for the board.
But you do keep informing people. Since you kave the
data, therefore if you disclose the data, it's good for the
system. More the tfransparency, more the trust.

There may be reservations on EC’s part that these
figures may change, there can be discrepancies,
which will ereate doubt. But discrepancies can also be
explained. There are one million polling stations, that
many presiding officers are filling in the data; some-
body can make a mistake anytime, But Idon't think we

should get carried away because somebody has made
a mistake. Point is Form 17C is signed by an officer
responsible on behalf of EC. 1t haslegal validity.
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muunmmm NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

AMID the ongoing controversy
over the action of Election
Commission of India against
Macherla MLA Pinnelli Ram-
akrishna Reddy, YSRC general
secretary Sajjala Ramakrishna
Reddy released videos in which
alleged TDP supporters at-

tacked the voters in Palnadu,

and urged the ECI to consider
all the instances of electoral
indiscipline in a fair and non-
partisan manner, and initiate
appropriate action so that the
role of the commission as an
impartial umpire is upheld.
In'a post on X, he posed a set
of questions to the ECI after
the recent Macherla incident.
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YSRC general secretary posts videos
of TDP supporters mnmn_nbm voters

ECIDID NOT RELEASE :FD.D VIDEO, SAYS ﬂmo

VIJAYAWADA: Chief Electoral Officer Mukesh Kumar Meena on
Thursday clarified that the video was not released by the Election
Commission of India (EC1). During an informal interaction with
media, Meena suspected that some police staff or local officials
‘might have leaked the video when they were going through the
footage as part of the investigation. He further said the presiding
officer and assistant presiding officer of Palvai Gate booth were
suspended for dereliction of duty. Meanwhile, a team of police
officers, headed by an additional SP rank officer, continued the
search for the MLA. As many as eight special teams have been on
the _ongcm for Pinnelli in three States — Andhra Pradesh,

._.m_ gar il Nadu — after he fled on Monday.

Sajjala uo#mrn to know if 5@
Palvai gate video is from the of-
ficial webcasting source (which
is the EC's exclusive property),
how did it get leaked and why

did the EC move so hastily
without checking the authen-
ticity of the video?

“While it's an acknowledged
fact by the Election Commis-

sion that a total of seven in-
stances of EVM damages oc-
curred in Macherla Assembly
constituency, what is holding
the EC back from releasing all

* of them, in full length, so that

the culprits are exposed and ap-
propriate action is taken?"” Saj-
jala questioned.

Sajjala said there was a clear
evidence of TDP goons attack-
ing innocent voters. “Why has
no action been initiated in
these instances?"” he asked.

“We strongly urge the EC to
take all instances of electoral
indiscipline into consideration
in a fair and nonpartisan man-
ner, and initiate appropriate ac-
tion so that the role of the com-
mission as an impartial umpire
is upheld,” he said.
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PC slam EC
for Agniveer
- gag order

CHENNAJ: Former union

was a scheme, a product of
tbapulicyorthegovem-
méhtand it was the right
"of an Opposition political
party to criticise a policy
- of the government and
declare that, if voted to
power, the scheme would
bahmnped. Chidambar-
am, saig, “Agniveer
creates two categories of
soldiers who fight together
and that is wrong.
Agniveer employs a young
mantnrfouryemmd
* throws him out without a
job and without a pension
and that is wrong.
_ Agniveer was opposed by
the Army, yet the
~ government thrust the
scheme upon the Army
and that is wrong.”

+ “Hence, the Agniveer
scheme must be scrapped.
EC was egregiously wrong
in giving a direction to the
Congress party and, as a
citizen, it is my right to say
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