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Training beginé for
over 19,000 polling
officers of city booths

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

As the polling date for the
Lok Sabha election draws
near, the three-day process
to train 19,396 polling offic-_

| ers for the 3,726 booths in~

- the three Parliamentary
- constituencies of the Chen-
- nai district began at 16
- centres on Sunday, March
| 24,
. Chennai District Electo-
- ral Officer and Greater
Chennai Corporation Com-
missioner (GCC) J.'Radhak-
rishnan visited the training
centres in Thiruvanmiyur,
Nungambakkam, Saidapet,
and Egmore orf Sunday. In
these sessions, the work-
ings of electronic voting
- machines (EVMs) and vo-
. ter-verified paper audit
trail (VVPAT) machines
were explained.

According to a few per-
sonnel at a training centre
in Chennai Central, their
names did not figure in the
poll duty allocation list.
The instructors asked
them to register their

names and either wait or
leave for the day.

The deputy tahsildar as-
signed to monitor the pro-
cess in the centre said the
personnel were instructed

_ to stay back.

“A total of 1,220 can be
trained at one centre, but
over 1,500 arrived here.
So, a few adjustments were
to be made. They will all be
provided training within
the three days,” she said.

A senior civic body offi-
cial said: “The require-
ment is roughly 17,000 per-
sonnel for polling and
2,000 as reserve. Apart
from this, in the Chennai
district, 2,000 more are
being trained. Sometimes,
neighbouring districts will
have a shortfall, and these
personnel may be assigned
there.”

“Data entry is made in
all the centres. Further,
there is a singular system
managing this process,
hence few a slip-ups may
happen, which will be
looked into and rectified,”
the official said.
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Police file case against BJP
candidate Paul Kanagaraj

The Tondiarpet police filed a case against BJP
Chennal North parliamentary constituency
candidate R.C. Paul Kanagaraj on Saturday, for
not obtaining permission for conducting an
election-related event. A senior officer of the
Greater Chennai Police said Mr. Kanagaraj on
Saturday organised a function at a marriage hall
in Tondiarpet without permission. Based on a
complaint given by the election officer to the
Tondiarpet police, a case under three sections
has been filed against him.
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Rally stresses better access for the disabled at polling booths

e u Bureau
CHENNAI
Persons with disabilities
(PwDs) have demanded
that the 3,726 polling
hooths in the three Lok
Sabha constituencies of
the «city be made
disabled-friendly.

The Greater Chennai
Corporation is making ar-
rangements such as adding
ramps in 3,719 booths and
seven auxiliary booths,
and distributing Form 12D
for the ‘vote-from-home’
option to over 10,300
PwDs (those with over 40%
disability) and voters
above the age of 85, ac-
cording to District Election

Officer (DEQ) and Greater
Chennai Corporation Com-
missioner ]. Radhakrish-
nan.

The DEO flagged off the
200 m rally from Viveka-
nanda House on Marina
Beach, in which around
250 people took part. Ad-
ditional DEOs Rashmi
Siddharth Zagade (Chen-
nai Collector), Sharanya
Ari [Deputy Commisgioner
(Education)] and Return-
ing Officer and Regional
Deputy  Commissioner
(Central) K.J. Praveen Ku-
mar were among the offi-
cials present.

Speaking to reporters,
the Corporation Commis-
sioner said, “Despite the

heat, people who are vi-
sually-challenged, audibly-
chailenged, with locomo-
tive syndrome and many
others participated in the
special rally. Medical camp
and drinking water arran-
gements were made to
avoid any distressing situa-
tion for the participants.”
Ms. Zagade requested
voters to exercise their
franchisé at their respec-
tive booths on April 19.
According to an official
with the EC in Chennai, 14
of the 56 awareness activi-
ties had been completed so
far. “After assessing their
outcomes, the remaining
programmes will be held
consecutively,” he said.

Persons with disabilities taking out a voter awareness rally along
Marina beach on Sunday ahead of the Lok Sabha election. » racu



| Cant report to secondary gTade
teachers who are appointed as
presiding officers, say professors

C. Palanivel Rajan

MADURALI

Assistant professors and
associate professors work-
ing in government arts col-
leges have once again been
appointed as polling offic-
ers at booths for the Lok
Sabha election. They had
opposed such “improper
allocations” in the 2019
election.

They alleged that whlle
secondary-grade teachers
from government schools
were appointed as presid-

ing officers, government
| college professors in some
. districts such as Chennai,
Madurai and Theni, who
receive a salary ranging
from ¥57,000 to ¥1.30 lakh,
were assigned as polling of-
ficers. The professors op-
posed the move as they
had to work under teach-
ers who receive reianve}y
| less pay.
. As per the guidelines
. laid down by the Election
. Commission, a polling
. booth*would consist of a
| presiding officer and three
polling officers. The first

polling officer would over-
see the marked copy of the
electoral roll and is respon-
sible for identification of
the voters.

The second polling offic-
er would make entries in

~ the register of voters (Form

17A), verify document de-
tails, take the signature or
thumb impression of the
voters, apply indelible ink
on their left forefinger and
issue voter’s slips to them,
indicating the serial num-
ber as per which they
would go into the booth to
exercise their franchise.
The third polling officer
is the custodian of the con-
. trol unit and activates the
“ballot unit by pressing the
‘Ballot’ button of the con-
trol unit and allows the vo-
ters to enter the booth for
casting their vote in the or-
der of the serial number on
the voter’s slip issued by
the second polling officer.
While these are the du-
ties to be carried out by the
polling officers, S. Suresh,
general secretary, Tamil
Nadu Government Colle-
giate Teachers' Associa-

tion, said the presiding of-
ficers, who were mostly
secondary-grade teachers,
would be overseeing the
work carried out by the
polimg officers and super-

vise the booth. .
‘Menial work’
“We, senior-grade assistant

and associate professors |
receiving a much higher |
salary than secondary-
grade teachers, are made
to carry out menial work
such as applying ink on vo-
ters’ fingers, and made to
report to them, while they
monitor us,” he said.
Another associate pro-
fessor from a government
arts college in Madurai,
who has been given the |
role of first polling officer,
said, “It is not about their |
professional standing be- |
ing below ours. As an expe- |
rienced government staff,
we prefer not to report to
staff below our stature.”
“We already raised the
issue with Chief Electoral |
Officer Satyabrata Sahoo,
but no changes have been
done,” he added.
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against PM
THOOTHURUDI .
A case was registered again&
Minister for Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries Anitha R.
Radhakrishnan on Sunday for
allegedly making derogatory
remarks against Prime Minister
Narendra Modl. » PAGE &

Le

booked for
derogatory
remarks

- against PM

The Hindu Bureau
' THOOTHUKUDI

The Megnanapuram police
on Sunday registered a
case against Minister for®
Animal Husbandry and '
Fisheries Anitha R. Rad-
hakrishnan for allegedly

marks against Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

BIP district president R.
Chithrangathan lodged the
complaint with the police,
according to which Mr.
Radhakrishnan had made
the remarks during a meet-
ing of the INDIA Bloc in
Thoothukudi on March 22.

| booked under section 294

(b) (sings, recites or utters
any obscene song, ballad
or words, in or near any
public place) of the Indian
Penal Code.

| Moves EC
| The BJP has also filed a

complaint with the Elec-
tion Commission, seeking
action against Mr. Radhak-

| rishnan over the issue.

. In the complaint to

. Chief Electoral Officer Sa-
| tyabrata Sahoo, BJP State
! vice president Karu. Naga-
| rajan said that Mr. Radhak-
| rishnan had used what was
| considered to be the “vilest
| language unpardonable in
| public discourse.”

The BIP leader said that
it was a grave breach of
rules prescribed under the

—+ -

Model Code of Conduct, ~

and submitted a video of
Mr. Radhakrishnan's
speech to the Commission,

Complaint to DGP

The party also lodged a
complaint at the office of
the Director General of Pol-
ice over, the issue.

ACHCH
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Smooth voingfor
elderly and disabled
persons being enabled

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, MARCH. 24

All arrangements have been made
at polling booths to facilitate easy
access for differently-abled and sen-
ior citizens in Chennai district. Att-
ending an election awareness cam-

«+ paign at Marina Beach on Sunday,
J. Radhakrishnan, district election
officer and Greater Chennai Corp-
oration commissioner, said that
this was part of ensurmg 100 per-
‘cent voter turnout in the upcommg
election.

More than 68,000 elderly people
and 10,000 disabled persons are eli-
gible to vote in the upcoming Lok
Sabha election. Usually, only 59 to
80 percent of ‘polling is recorded in
Chennali city.

“In addition, 25.7 crore worth cash
and gold were seized by the flying
squads and static surveillance tea-
ms. The initial deposit will be refu-
nded immediately upon completion
of required documentation. If doc-
uments are missing for more than
250,000, actions will be taken," he
said. At least 112 teams of 48 flying

- 'squads, 48 static surveillance teams
and 16 video monitoring teams are
on the field round the clock. The
Election Commission's guidelines
and regulations are being followed,
he said.
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GCC enrolls 10,548
sex workers for voting

T. SUDHEESH | bC
CHENNAI, MARCH. 24

The Greater Chennai Cor-
poration (GCC) has laun-
ched an active interven-
tion among minority com-
munities, including sex
workers, to make them ex-
ercise their franchise in
the Lok Sabha elections on
April 19.,As part of the ini; *
tiative, the GCC has Identi-
fied as many as 10,548 sex
workers across the citv
who seldom come out fo
voie = .. ?

According to unofficial
data, there are at leagt
90,000 sex workers in the
state. The Election Com-
mission, during the last
few elections, took special

focus on the community to
get them enrolled in the
voters list.

an, dis-

J. Radhakrishn

trict electoral officer and
GCC commissioner, said
that they were t:ryin%1
reach these communities
with special focus, as their
democratic right was often
ignored. - "Our - team
reached otit to make them

aware of their rights and

to make them cast votes in
this election. We distrib-
uted slips and pamphlets

among the community.

This is part of the Eléction
Commission's efforts to

ensure 100 percent turnout

in the upcoming election,”
he said.

Meanwhile, over the
years, some welfare associ-
ations of sex workers, in
isolated attempts, had
tried tg iget their voice
heard byithe politicians at
least* during the election
season. ‘

- Educators’
(IFPEC), an organisation

In the past few elections,
they prepared a charter of
demands such as a welfare
board for female sex work-
ers, pension for retired sex
workers and education for
their children. An activist
with Indira Female Peer
Collective

run by female sex workers
“in Chennai for the welfare
of the community, said
that it was the best time to
get their voice heard as the
election is approaching.
Since 2009, we have been
raising our issues. We do
not have a regular income.
So, we find it extremely dif-
ficult to educate our chil-
dren. The governments
should help in the educa-
tion of our children and
constitute a welfare board .
We require  permanent

‘alternative employment

for female sex workers,"
said the activist..

Jaya, a trans activist
with Sahodaran, a city- -
based NGO that works
amomg LGBTQ communi-
ty, said they got a call from
the Election Commission
officials to work among sex
workers of transgenders to

ensure 100 percent voting.

"We are encouraging all
members in our communi-
ty to come out and register
their democratic right.
Over the years our many -
issues were resolved by

- varions governments. Our

community is now more
aware of our rights.
According to the Election
Commision, as many as
1,157 transgenders in
Chennai district have been
enrolled in the voter’s list.”
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Election officer gives instructions to the government staff for the ubccming Lok
school in Chennai. :

Sabha election at Rani Meyammai girls higher sec.




2 5MAR 7026

Jewels Wortir6.2 cr seized
by election flying squad

' DC CORRESPONDENT
NAMAKKAL, MARCH 24

Jewels worth Rs 6.2 crore were
seized by the election flying squad
near Rasipuram in Namakkal dis- -
trict. '

Intercepting a private courier
van during vehicle checking at
Mallur near Rasipuram, the flying
squad personnel found gold orna-
ments in 39 boxes. Though being
taken for delivery to jewellery
shops in Madurai, Dindigul and
Pudukottai from Salem, the offi-
cials seived the jewels as the carri-
ers«did not have proper documents
to prove their claim.

The confiscated jewels, wexghmg
around 29 kilograms, are estimat-

. ed to be worth around Rs 6.2 crore

and the assistant returning officer
of Rasipuram Muthuramalingam,
who handed over the ornaments
to the government treasury, said
the owners of the jewels could
recover them by producing valid
documents.
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Corporation to make
elections accessible
for disabled people

g

MATTERS: GCC commissioner and district election officer
1 Radhakrishnan flags off the awareness rally for accessible elections
in association with Disability Rights Alliance at Marina beach on Sunday

Tinaes News Netwonrk

Chennai: ~ Greater Chennai
Corporation haspicked 21icons
orambassadorsfromamong pe-
ople with different disabilities
ta promote accessibleelections,
making the announcement at a
200m rally organised with the
Disability Rights Alliance
(DRA)at the Marina on Sunday.

These representatives of pe-
ople with 21 disabilities (blind-
ness, low vision, leprosy-cured
people, hearing impairment, lo-
comotor disability, dwarfism,
intellectual disability, mental
illness, autism spectrum disor-
der, multiple sclerosis, and so
on)will work as a bridge betwe-
en the corporation and the dis-
abled. District election officer
and GCC commissioner J Rad-
hakrighnan said they wanted
all the 8,719 polling booths and
sixauxiliary booths completely
accessible. "And we will be wor-
kingonit.,”

Members of the Disability
Rights Alliance met corpora-
tion officials 10 days ago and
proposed some suggestions, sa-
id Smitha Sadasivan, an icon
for multiple sclerosis. Some of
the suggestions include access

audits by NGOs; polling booths
to be geo-tagged and accessible
ones earmarked; wheelchair
stations with signage; ramps at
polling stations to follow the ac-
cess standards and not have a
steep incline; district control
rooms should have sign langua-
ge interpreter services with vi-
deocallfacilitiesfor voters with
hearing impairments; and tab-
les at voting compartments to
have knee space to facilitate vo-
ters using wheelchairs,

Police officers and booth
personnel must be trained in
disability etiguette and assist

, them in voting, said Smitha,

The corporation held a trai-
ning session for 19,396 staff, tea-
chingthem workingsof electro-
nic voting machines and how
voters can verify who they vo-
ted for in the VVPAT machine
placed next to the EVM. Rad-
hakrishnan urged the officials
to ensure 100% voting and said
they must carry out door-to-do-
or outreach to encourage peo-
pletovote. Of the 391akh voters,
114 lakh are differently abled
and 63,751 are above 85. The dis-
abled can avail Form-12D by cal-
ling 1950 to be able to vote from
home.
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TN min booked
for ‘derogatory’
term against PM

& A4 egnanapuram police
M in Tuticorin district
: registered a case
against fisheries and fisher-
men  welfare  minister
Anitha Radhakrishnan for
using a derogatory term
against Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi during a party
workers' meeting recently,
He was booked under IPC 294
- (b)for singing, recitingorut-
tering any obscene song, bal-
lad or words in or near any
public place. The INDIA bloc
workers meeting was held at
Thandupathu village near
Tiruchendur on March 22. A
video of the minister utter-
ing the derogatory term sub-
sequently went viral on so-
cial media. Based on the
complaint filed by BJP south
district president Chithran-
gadan, the Megnanapuram
police booked Anitha Rad-
hakrishnan. mwn
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BJP COMPLAINS

AGAINST MINISTER
A RADHAKRISHNAN

Times News NETWORK

e state BJP unit O{VS’un-
dwny filed a complaint be-
fore the Election Commis-

sion of India (ECI) against state
fisheries minister Anitha R Rad-
hakrishnan for his alleged de-
rogatory remarks against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,

BJP functionaries led by its
state vice president Karu Naga-
rajan submitted a complaint to
chief electoral officer Satyabra-
ta Sahoo, alleging that the min-
ister made a vile attack on Modi.

“At an election campaign
meeting organised by thé DMK
in Tuticorin on March 22, Ani-
tha Radhakrishnan is seen
expressing disparaging words
against the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in what is con-
sidered to be the vilest language
used against any person and un-
pardonable in public discourse”
Karu Nagarajan, said in the
complaint. :

Recently, Modi at a public
meeting in Salem, recalled
the governance of Congress
leader and former chief min-
ister K Kamaraj. Anitha Rad-
hakrishnan, in the presence
of DMK MP Kanimozhi Karu-
nanidhi, at a party meeting,

criticised Modi for associating
himself with Kamaraj. He re-
called the 1966 incident when
RSS burnt down Kamaraj's
residence in Delhi and alleged it
was BJP members, “who tried to

kill Kamaraj”,

In his speech, while criti-
cising Modi, Anitha Rad-
hakrishnan used : “a deroga-
tory word” which triggered an
uproar among BJP cadre. The
BJP demanded that the ECI take
stringent action against the

IN A POLL MEET
ORGANISED BY
DMK IN TUTICORIN
ON MARCH 22, THE
MINISTER USED
EXPLETIVES

minister.

BJP state president K Anna-
malai, on X, said, “DMK leaders
have reached a new low in their
uncouth behaviour by passing
vile comments & unpardonable
public discourse” against the
Prime Minister. :

“When they have nothing to
criticise, this is the level DMK
leaders have stooped to,” Anna-
malai said.
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ABC GF EVM: Polling booth officers in Chennai undergo training to ote EVM and VVPATs for
tha Lok Sabha Elections. Over 19,396 officers will be stationed across 3,726 polling centres.
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: "tructurc Delivery Could Turn Out To Be The AChlﬂEb Heel
ublic Ire Aﬂau}st Councillors Couid Affect Voter Perception

he upwn-ns ﬁecum

may he for the Lok
Subha. meant o decide
the central govi. But

couneillors and MLAS Maanur hoisted black flegs in e 3

are facing the heat as local Ssues frentof their housesgnd declared " 1 X
threaten o play spuilsport that they wonld boycott elections . L

Wary of the impac their per sincs they have not been issued LA
formance might have on the out- pattns, Folitical leaders rushed to Lok,
come of the electione. cotineiliGrs tha village and pacified them.
of oca] bodies and MEAs People of Ik
Yeen arging officials to mdiib in Tirupur have also declared that .
development wark, Thoughnew they are boycotting the polls since

projecis cannot be faken ap, they
have bean insisting on completing

: works,

In Coimbatare for -instance,
roads are heing lald hurriedly in
the janea and bylanes of residen-
ijal areas. Neverthaless, AIADME
has sierted making the alleged

repa
_Acconding to Thousand Lights -
MLA N Ezhilan, both prosctive
and sluagish activities of MLAs #
will have an nnp]:‘ during the G
elections.

fack of development work in the 2 i “Many voters couwld not dif-
=ity 55 a core poll plank. :mmmhm Madurai and Coimbatore are forentiste beiween the roies of

“There are 37 DMK council  insisting that pending work on taads and drains he completed an MP, MLA, and councillor. Any ¢
lors in Cotmbators Corporation. fapses on the part of ithe MLA |
What have they dene fur the In Trichy Corporstion a sec-  ional highway causing fate] ac  will piake woters turn againstiot |
ot asked fornmr minisier S tion of counciliors have turned  cidents has heen a eritical tssie  only the particular MLA butalso |
P Velumani during the ATADMK  proactive over the past fow Sinee 2014 npum. the entire party” Ezhilan
emndidate infreductors mesiing  months in fulfilling the da- Residents’ ass0Cin

heid in tha elty on Satunday. mands of the residents.
As councillors end MLAs of Still. they are wary
local dodies will be acenmpany.  that pending promises
ing an MP candidate during can-  are likely to be raked up
paigns, the ire on these electad  once the election cam-
i would turn o H
and the MP can.

merionariex

tions in Thimverumbnr Pnllﬂcal analyst Tharasu Shy.
assambly  constifuency  am said thal much of the polities
. whish falla nnder Toichy  revolve around local issues.
Lok “As 4 resalt, hon perforining
alocted representatives will inr -
pact th au!::-m of a garticular
party & al election,” he
+ adried
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- GCC: Report
- MCC violations
-~ oncVIGIL app

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: Greater Chennai
; Corporation has asked the
: bublic to download the Elec.
tion Commission of India's
: $VIGIL mobile application to
i report any violations of the :
: model code of conductduring
elections, ’
. Theapp uses GIS to identi-
: Iy the location. After submit-
. ting the complaint, a unique
- ¥identification number is gen-
- erated for the complainantsto :
follow up on thestatusof their
grievances. Within 100 min-
utes of submitting ecom-
plaints, the status will be re-
- flected on the app.
; The app is available on
:both, playstoreand appstore,




BJP urges ECL to take action against minister for ‘abusing Modi

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chemral

THE state unit of the BJP on
Sunday strongly condemned
Fisheries Minister Anitha
Radhakrishnan for ‘abusing’
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at a meeting in
Thoothukudi on March 22.
BJP state vice-president Karu
Nagarajan, in his representa-
tion to Chief Electoral Officer
Satyabrata Sahoo, urged the
Election Commission of India
1o take stringent action against
the minister.

i i
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The representation said the
minister used the vilest lan-
guage against the prime min-
{ster in the presence of DMK
MP Kanimozhi and
other leaders of the =

Meanwhile, in a
post on platform X,
BJP state president
K Annamalai said,
“The DMK leaders,
when they have

to criticise,
this is the level they
stoop down fo.”

25 MAR 2028

State BJP spokesperson ANS
Prasad, in a statement, urged
Chief Minister MK Stalin to
drop Anitha Radhakrishnan
from the council
of ministers for
uttering such
words about the
prime minister.

Siner Kanimozhi was also

present at the meeting when,

the minister made this re-
mark, she too should apologise
for the minister’s action.
However, speaking to TNIE,
Radhakrishnan said the word
he purpqrtedly used refers
only to “empty bag” in Hindi,

| mentioned a word which refers to empty bag in
leldthhmlywﬂtmmgmvmof
Bajrang Dal's consplracy to attack Kamarajar, the
farmer chlef minister of Tamil Nadu

Anitha Radhakrishnan

and it was alsc an indoer
meeting.

1 told this only to point out
the gravity of Bajrang Dal’s
conspiracy to attack Kamara-
jar. the former chief minister
of Tamil Nadu, and Modi has
nothing to take credit of hiis
governance”, he said.

Fear of losing the general
election has started to haunt
Annamalai, and he cannot
challenge Kanimozhi and con-
test in Thoothukudi and save
his deposii, Radhakrishnan
said.
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‘Lose party symbol if star
campaigner violates MCC’

ECI directive holds political parties responsible for such violations

B ANBUSELVAN@ Chennal

THE Election Commission of :

India (EC1) has ordered #hat
any violation of the
model code of conduct
by star campaigners
will result in the re-
spective political par-
ties losing their recog-
nition or symbol. A
star campaigner, typi-
cally a popular figure
nominated by a political

party to solicit votes, includes
chief ministers, ministers, par-
ty leaders, office-bearers, pub-
lic speakers, and others like
actors.

Quoting a directive issued by
the ECI last month, official
sources said that from the 2024
general election, the poll panel
has decided to assign responsi
hility for model code of conduct
violations by star campaigners
to the political parties.

The directive instructed
chief electoral officers and dis-
trict election officers that in
cases of code violations by star
campaigners, notices under the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951, should be issued to
the particular individual, the
candidate, and the political par-

ty concerned. “Therefore, it

- would only be reasonable and

logical to hold the political par-
ty concerned responsible for
any det of omission or commis-
sion by such leaders,” said the
order. ;
LS According to an of-
ficial, if a political
yparty fails to ensure
compliance with poll
code norms by its star
campaigners, action
" will be taken under
section 16A of the Election
Symbols (Reservation and Al-
lotment) Order, 1968, poten-
“tially resulting in the par-
t¥'s derecognition or loss
of its symhbol.

The revised guide-
lines have been con-
veyed to political par-
ties last month.

ECInorms permit
recognised political §
parties to nominate §
up to 40 star cam-
paigners, and unrec-
ognised parties 20.
The expenses in-
curred for campaigns
by star campaigners
are not included in can-
didates’ expenditures.

Conventionally, for

poll code violations by star
campaigners, primarily involv-
ing the use of derogatory lan-
guage and unauthorised meet-
ings, notices were issued to the
campaigner and the candidate,
Maostly, their explanations were
accepted. “However, in case of
repeated incidents, the EC may
revoke their star campaigner
status, thereby attributing
their expenses to the candi-
date’s expenditure list. For the
first time, the accountability is
heing fixed on the political
parties,” explained the
official.

EXPRESS ILLUSTHATION
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DEOQ inspects election
training, flags off rally

instructions to staff who wiil be denloyed for upcoming
LS elections, at NKT Girls Higher Secondary School in Triplicane | aswin prAsaTH

An election officer giv

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennai

A rally to spread awareness
among voters ahead of the up-
coming Lok Sabha elections,
was organised at Marina Beach
on Sunday. Along with election
officials, a huge number of per-
sons with disabilities (PwD)
also took part in the rally near
the Vivekanandar House.
District Election Officer J
Radhakrishnan flagged off the
rally and highlighted the efforts
taken ahead of the polls. “To fa-
cilitate postal ballots for PwD
and people aged 85 and above,
12D forms have been issued to
them at their doorsteps. Chen-
nai has always lagged in the
case of voter turnout. Everyone
should take inspiration from
these people with disabilities,

who have turned out for this
rally in huge numbers, and cast
their votes without fail,” he told
media persons. A total of 55,355
12D} forms have been issued and
5,030 received back till Sunday.

Responding to a query about
the release of the seized money.
Radhakrishnan said the proc-
ess is monitored by all the de-
partments and efforts are being
taken to ensure that the money
is returned at the earliest to
those with valid documents. A
total of 25.70 crore worth of or-
naments and currency notes
have been seized in city so far

The commissioner reviewed
the training imparted to the
election officials. All officials in
16 assembly constituencies in
Chennai have received the first
round of training.

S
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Training -éession held
for over 19,000 staff
chosen for poll duty

4 i

Wmmsmmthedtyoﬁtm&y

CHENMAL: The Greater methods.” noted a press re-
Chennai Corporation on  lease from the Ripon Build-
Sunday conducted the ing on Sunday, :
first training session in The district election of
18 places for over 19,000  ficer and Corporation Com-
staff drafted for the missioner J  Radhakr
election duty. ishnan participated in the
: fraining sessions at someé
Adhering to the Model Code  centres in the city. He also
of Conduct (MCC), the civic  interacted with officials
body has removed 83598 drafted for election duty
banners, posters and wall and responded to their que-
paintings that belong to .ries. “Two more training

both public and

sion for these officials was

sessions will be

private proper- held and the
- ties under the From the dav concerned au-
‘Corporation MCC was thorities should
II%&D announced, aﬂend{a if not ap-
«#There  are propriate action
s polingsta. ME BEG has  oh S en
tions in the city [ emoved 75,435 against them,”
for which 193%  Ganners, wall  hestated
staff are em: : More than
ploved, The ini.  PAINTINGS, ot ;00 i oo
tial training ses- zens above 85

vears, and several persons

. conducted inall 16 constitu-  with disability applied for
encies, where 1,220 officers  the postal ballot through
are accommodated in each Form 12D as on Sunday.
centre. “This training cov-  Additionally, from the time
ers the operation of elecc MCC was annocunced on
tronic voting machines, March 18. the GCC has re-
voter verification paper au-  movad 75,435 public proper-
dit trail (VVPAT) devices. fies such as banners, post-
and other related proce- ers and wall paintings and
dures, as explained in de-  14.183 private properties, as
tail through instructional per theCvigil report.
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Voting access enabled
for disahled, senior
citizens: Radhakrishnan

ion Commissioner J Radhakrishnan flagging off

o s Tl S fccaiila slectiogs, M HsSUARON
with Disability Rights Alliance, at Marina beach on Sunday

CHENNAL Preparatory
measures have been faken
at the polling booths to
facilitate easy access for
persons with disability
(PwDs) and senior citizens
in the Chennai district.

“We're expecting 100% voting
ameong the citizens in the up-
coming election,” said district
election officer and Corpora:
tion Commissioner J Radhakr-
ishnanion Sunday during the
election awareness campaign
at Marina Baach.

Speaking#to reporters, the
commissioner stated, “As per
the request fiom PwDs and
senior citizens above 85 years
in the city, steps have been tak-
en to cast vote from home, and
arrangements have been made
at the polling stations too.
More than 63,000 and 10.000 el-
derly and disabled persons re-

spectively are eligible to vote
in this election.”

Usually, only 59-60% of poll-
ing would be in the city. To en-
sure 100% voting on April 19,
an awareness campaign was
conducted for the public.

“Additionally, Rs 8.7 crore
cash and gold was seized by the
flying squads and static sur-
veillance teams. The initial de-
posit will be refunded immedi-
ately upon completion of the
required documentation. If
documents are missing for
over Rs 50,000, action will be
taken.” said Radhakrishnan.

There are at least 112 teams,
of which 48 are flying squads,
48 static surveillance teams
and 16 video monitoring teams
argund the clock on the field.
“Guidelines and regulations
are heing followed as per Elec-
tion Commission of India,”
added the GCC commissioner.
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draws B]P ﬁre agamst INDIA

NEW DELMI/CHENNAI:
Aceusing Minister
Anitha Radhakrishnan o f
‘making derogatory
remarks against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
the BJP lashed out at the
INDIA bloc on Sunday,

sayini the conscience Of ;

the opposition alliance
“is dead”.

Meanwhile, based on a com-
plaint filed by the Thoothu-
kudi district BJPyunit, the
Thw{h Hh mmred a

case against him for deroga-
~ leaders have stooped. DMK

tory remarks against Prime
Minister Modi. o

 BJP State unit president
K Annamalai alleged that
DMK leaders have reached

aMWlOWintheir “uncouth

behaviour” and said his
party would take up the
matter with the Election

COm_IniSsion. and the DGP

-seeking the “strictest and

nediate action” against
mdhﬂkﬂshnan‘ “Wheﬂ
they have nothing to criti-
cise: this i,s the kein DN{K

MP Kanimozhi was on the
Stage and did not bother to
stop” her colleague,” An.
namalai said.

The State unit's official X

. handle posted a purported

video clip and said Radhakr-

ly” about M0d1 in ﬂle pres.
ence of Kanimozhi and oth-

“ers who witnessed the “nau-

seating act"
ference i Delhi, Union
strongly condemned
and said there is no place
for “such 1ang‘uage" i do-
mocracy. “Wheg destruc-
tion befalls man, it is the
conscience which dies fivst.
The conscience of those in
‘INDI alliance’ is dead,”
Thakur told reporters at the
BJP headquarters.

“One of their ministers
yesterday hurled dirty

abuses at Prime Minister -

Modi, made derogatory
comments against the
Prime Minister using objec-
tionable words, in the pres-
ence of a woman MP of the
party,” Thakur said.
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