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poll test in J&K elections

NCs Omar Abdullah, Co

any  prominent

political  faces

from Jammu and
Kashmir will be put to the
poll test in 26 Assembly
constituencies in the se-
cond phase of election on
Wednesday.

The fate of former Jam-
mu and Kashmir Chief pMj-
nister and National Confe-
rfence (NC) vice-president
Omar Abdullah will be de-
cided by voters of the Gan.
derbal and Budgam consti-
tuencies, which saw g2
cut-throat campaijgn.

Mr. Abdullah will face a
high number of 16 contes.
tants in the Ganderbal con-
stituency and seven in
Budgam.

Mr. Abdullah lost the
Lok Sabha election to
Sheikh Abdul Rashid, aka
Engineer Rashid, who cop-
tested from prison in the
Baramulla constituency.
NC president Dr. Farooq
Abdullah  has  decided
against contesting for
health reasons. Hence it is
vital for him to win a seat
and let the NC have a pre-

Gearing up: Security personnel

polling stations in the Nowshera area of

sence in the 90-member
Assembly of the Union
Territory.

In Srinagar district, J&K
Pradesh Congress Commit-
fee president Tariq Ha-
meed Karra’s political fate
will be sealed in ballot box-
€s in the Central Shaltengh
constituency. His candida-
ture is supported by the
NC.

J&K Apni Party founder
Altaf Bukhari is contesting

keep guard as polling officials carrying election material leave for
Rajouri district on Tuesday. pT;

from the Chanapora As-
sembly constituency for
the first time and will face 2
challenge from seven other
contestants, including of
the NC and the Peoples De-
mocratic Party (PDP),

Street rallies

Sugra Barkati, 17, the
daughter of jailed cleric
and contestant Sarjan Ah-
mad Wagay from Shopian
in south Kashmir, has

upended the poll calcula-
tions of major political par-
ties, including former ML.A
Nazir Khan, in the Beer
wah constituency, Ms. Bar-
kati's street rallies and
emotional speeches about
her parents’ detention
have managed to galvanise
significant support from
voters, especially women,
in the constituency.

In the Jammu region,
Bharatiya Janata Party unit

will facé

president Ravinder Raina
will seek re-election from
Nowshera, which is cloge
to the Line of GControl
(LoC). He is facing a tough
competition from Surinder
Kumar Choudhary of the
NC and Hag Nawaz of the
PDP.

Former Minister and ex-
Peoples Democratic
(PDP) leader Ch;

Zulfikar Ali, a new entrant
into the BJP, will face the
poll test from the Budhal
constituency in the Ppir
Panjal valley. g

His fight is against his
nephew  Javed Igbal
Choudhary of the NC and
Guftar Ahmad of the ppp.
Mr. Igbal, son of Mr, Ali’s
elder sister, has proved his
electoral sway when he
won the Block Develop-
ment Council (BDC) elec-
tion from Kotranka block
in 2020. .

Mr. Igbal’s wife Shazia
Kouser too won the District
Development Council
(DDC) elections from the
constituency.

A total 0f 239 candidates
— 233 men and six women
— are in the fray in the ge-
cond phase,
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J&K Ph-2 polls today: over 25L

voters set to
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Thousands of  well-
equipped security per-
sonnel have been fanned
out in half a dozen dis-
tricts of Jammu  and
Kashmir and all other
necessary measures have
been taken to ensure
Deaceful polling in the
second phase of the
Assembly elections on
Wednesday, officials said:
In this phase, over 25.78
lakh voters will decide
‘the fate of 239 candidates,
The key contestants are
former chief ‘minister
and National Conference
(NC) vice-president Omar
Abdullah, JKPCC chief
Tarig Hameed Karra and
"BJP state unit chief
. Ravinder Raina.

While Mr Abdullah is
seeking election simulta-
neously from family turf
Ganderbal and Budgam
— both in the Kashmir
Valley, Mr Raina is hop-
ing to retain the
Nowshera seat in the
frontier Rajouri district
which he won in 2014. Mr
Karra is fighting for
Srinagar’s Shalteng seat
as a candidate of the NC-
Congress combine.,

Other promirnent faces

Security personnel stand

decide fate of 239

ﬁard buide a po'llin'g 'booth

near the Line on Control ahead of the Phase-2 of the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly polls in Nowshera of

Rajouri district on Tuesday. .

in the fray include for-
mer ministers Syed Altaf
Bukhari, Ali Muhammad
Sagar, Abdul Rahim
Rather, Asiea Nagash,
Choudhary Zulfikar Alj
and - Syed Mushtaq
Bukhari, former Speaker
of the J&K  state
Assembly Mubarak Gul
and former mayors of
Srinagar Junaid Azim
Mattu and Salman Sagar.

Even though it faced a
tough challenge from its
competitors in almost
every. segment through-
out the campaigning, the

- PT!

NC-Congress ' combine
has an edge over them in

this phase, both in the

Valley and Pir - Panjal
region, given the mood of
the electors.

In the first phase of the
J&K Assembly elections
being held after a gap of
over 10 years, the polling
took place on September
18 in 24 segments with a
vater turnout of 61.13 per
cent. The third phase of

voting will be ‘held on’
October 1 whereas the "

counting of votés will
take place on October 8.
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J&K biggies battle in phase 2

Saleem Pandit &
Sanjay Khajuria | Tan

Srinagar/Jammu: Nation-
al Conference (NC) vice-
president Omar Abdullah,
J&K Congress president Ta-
riq Hamid Karra and BJP’s
J&K chief Ravinder Raina
areamong 239 candidates vy-
ing for 26 constituencies in
the second phase of the
Union territory’s three-
phase assembly elections on
Wednesday. This round cov-
ers the districts of Gander-
bal,SrinagarandBudgamin
Kashmir valley and Jammu
division’s Rajouri, Poonch
and Reasi.

Rainaisseeking toretain
the Nowshera seat in Rajou-
ri,' which he won in 2014,
while Karra is running in
Srinagar’s Central Shalteng
constituency Raina faces Su.
rinder Choudhary, a former
PDP functionary  who
switched to NC.

Other prominent candgi.
dates include Apni Party
bresident Altaf Bukhari
(Channapora) and former
ministers Ali Mohammad
Sagar (Khanyar), Abdul Ra-
him Rather (Charar-i-Sha-
rief), Jugal Kishore Sharma
(Shri Mata Vaishng Devi),
Shabir Khan (Thannaman.
di) and Choudhary Zulfikar

Ali(Budhal)and Syed Mush-
tag Bukhari (Surankote),
both contesting on BJp tick-
et. Two-time MLA and for-
mer minister Mushtaq Buk-
hari left NC in 2022 over the
Paharireservation issue,
Omar is contesting from
Budgam and Ganderbal — g
traditional NC stronghold,

The Abdullah family has f§
Ganderba]

represented
since 1977, beginning with
party founder Sheikh Abdul-
lah, followed by his son Fa-
roog Abdullah and later
Omar, who won the seat in
2008 after losing in 2002,

TERRAIN NO BAR: Officials trek

to a remote spot in Reas| district

polls today
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Omar, Ravinder Raina, HQ:@ Karra
among 239 candidates in fray

SRINAGAR: Over 2.6 million
voters will decide the fate of
239 candidates in the fray
for 26 Jammu and Kashmir
assembly seats in the
second phase of the election
to be held in the Union
territory on Wednesday.
These assembly constituen-
cies are spread over six
districts - three in the
Valley and as many in the
Jammu division.

SPECIAL POLLING
STATIONS SET UP

26 pink stations
managed by women

26 manned by the
‘mumam__vrma_ma

2% :._m::g by Essm,

31 border polling stations
26 green polling mSzo:m

22 unique polling
stations

“To facilitate smooth and has-

sle-free electoral participation,.
‘the Election Commission of In-

dia has established 3,502 poll-
ing stations in these segments.
There are 1,056 urban polling
stations and 2,446 rural polling
stations,” an official said.

All polling stations will
have webcasting facilities' as

part of the Election Commis-
sion’s efforts. to ensure trans:
parency, according to officials.

“To enhance voter participa-

_tion, 157 special polling sta-

tions have been established for
the second phase,” the official
said. Voting will take place
from 7 am to 6 pm. Key names
in the fray for this phase are
former chief minister Omar
Abdullah, JKPCC president
Tariq Hamid Karra and BJP
J-K chief Ravinder Raina.
Abdullah is contesting from

-the Ganderbal and Budgam
seats, while Karra is contest- -

ing from Central Shalteng. Rai-
na will be trying to retain his
Nowshera seat in Rajouri dis-
trict which he won in the 2014
assembly polls.
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26 J&K constituencies vote in 2nd phase today

.Eoma&bm .w:mEomm thrives in poll fervour

wme:.._G umquoa__m_ stand <_u= wn a _.a__m-_m station in Rajouri. Aﬂu__s oﬁn_ﬂ—m
on their way to facilitate ‘home voting’ in Reasi on ._.=nm._~<

SRINAGAR: There has been a “remarka-
ble boom”.in the hoarding and print-
ing business in Kashmir during these

assembly elections, local traders have

said, underlining that the trend shows

wider participation in the democratic
exercise in J-K where polls are often
marred by boycott calls.

Local m:ﬂmvumumswm say the demand for
election banners, posters, pamphlets, and
flags has surged to the levels never seen
before in the Valley’s electoral history.
Waseem Raja Khan, who has three-decade
experience in the field and owns a print-
ing press in Srinagar’s Batamaloo, says
they are printing more than a thousand

posters and hoardings every day.
The scale and the visibility of cam-

paign in these elections stand in stark
contrast to previous ones when such pro-
motional material were often used dis-

- creetly, he said. “This election cycle has

seen a remarkable increase in the use of
banners, hoardings, pamphlets, flags, and
manifesto printing,” Khan- said. He said

. nearly every political party has ap-

proached him for his services.
“Our business is thriving, but we have
never operated so openly during elec-

.tions. This time, we are proudly showcas-
.ing our work,” he said.

Another printer, who did not wish to be
identified, said, “While there have been
many elections in Kashmir, this one has
significantly boosted our business. In the
past, there was minimal printing for elec-

_toral campaigns.”

As political parties ramp up their cam-
paigns, local businesses say they expect

. more business coming their way.

. The surge in the demand has translated
into substantial financial growth for
Khan'’s business, with an increase of over
40 percent in orders. “We are-working
around the clock to meet the deadlines,
often pulling night shifts to ensure timely
delivery. Each day, we print over a thou-
sand posters and hoardings,” Khan said.
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