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37 nominations filed in the city’s three constituencies on Monday

lease, 13 nominations were
received from candidates
of recognised parties and
parties and 11.;1de1:&5[1de
an
in the Chennai North con-
stituency. Those who filed
the nominations include
Kalanidhi Veerasamy of
the DMK. Manoharan of

many as 52

nominations have
been filed since
last week

-

the

i@

‘0-‘
AIADMK, Paul Kanaga:
of the BJP, J. Amudhini
the NTK, and Iqbal of

&

the BSP. Two womazn can-
didates have filed their
nominations in the consti-

As many as 17 nomina-
tions were filed from Chen-
nai  South. Tamizhachi
Thangapandian of the
DMK, J. Jayavardhan of the
AIADMEK, and Tamilisai

Soundararajan of the BJp
were among those who
filed their nominations.

A total of seven nomina-
tions were filed from Chen-
nai Central on Monday.
The candidates include
Parthasarathy  of  the
DMDK and Vinoj P. Selvam
of the BJP.

OF the 52 nominations
filed in Chennai district
since last week, 21 were
from candidates of recog-
nised national and State
political parties, while 16
were from registered unre-
cognised parties, and 15
from independent candi-
dates.
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- Prominent eandidates of

national and regional polit-
ical parties filed their nom-
ination for the April 19 Lok

As of 10 p.m. on Mon-
day, a total of 405 nomina-
tion papers have been re-
ceived from candidates in

39 Lok Sabha constituen-

cles across Tamil Nadu.

Last day is March 27
The last day for filing nom-
ination for the Lok Sabha

~ polls is March 27.

BIP leader and Union

*Over 400 nommatlons
received across T.N.

Minister of State L. Muru-
gan (The Nilgiris), former
Governor Tamilisai Soun-

dararajan (Chennai South)
and former Union Minister
of State Pon. Radhakrish-
nan (| I 'y
DMK treasurer and former
Union Minister T.R. Baalu
(Sriperumbudur) and CPI
(M)'s Su. Venkatesan (Mad-
urai) were among the pro-
minent candidates, who
filed their nomination. Ex-

pelled AIADMKSeader and .
former CM O, Panneersel-

vam filed his papers In

.

In
police used force to dis-
perse the AIADMK and the
BIP cadre, as tension flared
between the party func
tionaries over the filing of
the nomination.

CONTINUVED ON -~
» PAGE 4 ;

Over 400 nominations
received across State

DN!KMCW&WMWN
Thangapandian filing her nomination for the

Lok Sabha election on Monday. & m

Mr. Murugan, along with BJP State president K.
*Annamalai, arrived for filing his nomination when
the AIADMK cadre raised slogans demanding that
their candidate be allowed to file as Mr. Murugan
and his supporters came late.

The two leaders along with their supporters
staged a protest and dispersed after senior police
officers intervened. .

The Returning Officer (RO) for Chennai North
Lok Sabha constituency Katta Ravi Teja found
himself in a tight spot, as both AIADMK and DMK
candidates accompanied by their parties’ senior

i entered his office almost at the same
time and insisted that they be allowed to submit
thelr papers first. Protesting outside was the BJP
candidate, who was struggling to find his way in-
side the packed hall.

A meeting of BIP candidate Tamilisai Soundar-
arajan and sitting DMK South Chennai MP Tha-
mizhachi Thangapandian outside the RO office, of
course, won the hearts of not only those present
around them but also the social media. Both of
them not only exchanged pleasantries but also
embraced and held hands to share a few words.

So was the mood in Virudhunagar Lok Sabha
constituency, where actor and BJP nominee Radi-
kaa Sarathkumar and her husband Sarathkumar
greeted and shook hands with late actor Vijaya-
kant's son and DMDK candidate Vijaya Prabhaka-
ran, when they crossed paths.

PMK candidate Sowmiya Anbumani accompa-
nied by her husband and former Union Minister
Anbumani Ramadoss filed her nomination for the
Dharmapuri Lok Sabha seat. VCK general secre-
tary and sitting Villupuram MP D. Ravikumar filed
his papers for the same seat accompanied by DMK
leader and Minister K. Ponmudy.

MDMK's Durai Vaiko filed his papers for Tiruchi
Lok Sabha seat. He was accompanied by DMK le-
gistator Inigo S. Irudayaraj. BIP legislator from Ti-
runelveli Nainar Nagenthran who is contesting in
the Lok Sabha constituency filed his nomination.
AIADMK's |. Jayavardhan (Chennai South) and Sin-
gai G. Ramachandran (Coimbatore) also filed their
nomination.

BIP's AP. Muruganandam turned up in his
vest, but with a green shawl, in the RO’s office in
Tiruppur to file his nomination, With yarn in his
hand, he sought to highlight the issues facing the
knit-wear industry. Naam Tamilar Katchi candi-
date Rajesh brought a ‘jallikatiu’ bull when he
came to file papers in Tiruchi.

His party colleague Vidya Rani, who is also the
daughter of late forest brigand Veerappan, placed
her papers at her father's grave toseekhlsb[es.s
ings before filing her nomination for Krishnagiri
Lok Sabha seat.

Most of the ROs remained seated as they re-
ceived the nomination papers from candidates
but in some places they rose to receive them.
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DMK, AIADMK spar over
order of filing homination
for Chennai North seat

: HR&CE Minister PK. Sekarbabu and ex-Minister D. Jayalmmar get into heated argument. BJP

cadre raise slogans against the Dravidian parties for preventing them from filing their nomination

CHENNAI

heated argument
broke out between
HR&CE  Minister
P.K. Sekarbabu of the Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) and former Minister
D. Jayakumar of the All In-
dia Anna Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam (AIADMK)
and their party cadre on
Monday over the order of
filing nominations for the
Lok Sabha election at the
office of the Greater Chen-
nai Corporation (GCC) Re-
gional Deputy Commis-
sioner Officer (North).
Returning Officer (RO)
and Regional Deputy Com-
missioner (North) Katta Ra-
vi Teja accepted the nomi-
nation  of  Jeyanthi
Kalanidhi, who is the wife
of Chennai North DMK MP
Kalaidhi Veeraswamy.
Notably, Mr. Sekarbabu
was the AITADMK’s Chennai
North district secretary un-
til 2011, when he was re-
moved from the post. He
joined the DMK after this.
According to police per-
sonnel stationed at the of-
fice, earlier in the day, a
member of the DMK had
obtained a token in their
| name that was numbered
| ‘two’ for filing nomination
| at the entrance of the of-
i fice. The personnel said:

Vtaro(worls. Minister PK. Sekarbabu, former Minister D.
Jayakumar and their party cadre at the Regional Deputy
Commissioner Officer (North) on Monday. 8. JOTHI RAMALNGAYM

“Following this, the party
officials received token
‘five’ in the name of Ms. Ka-
lanidhi. Then, AIADMK
members, led by Mr. Jaya-
kumar, obtained token ‘se-
ven' for their candidate,
Royapuram R. Mano aka R,
Manoharan. After this, the
DMK cadre took token
‘eight’ for their candidate
Mr. Veeraswamy.”

A wak of words broke
out when Mr. Sekarbabu,
accompanied by Mayor R.
Priya and several party
cadre, barged into the RO's
office with tokens ‘two’
and ‘five’, claiming they
had arrived first, and
hence, should be allowed
to file the nomination,
sources said. Meanwhile,
AIADMK members said

this would not be applica-
ble “as DMK members en-
tered first with a benami
token”.

Mr. Teja told Mr, Sekar-
babu that, as per the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC),
since AIADMK’s token
number precedes that of
Mr. Veeraswamy, the DMK
has to file their nomination
after Mr. Manoharan’s has
been received. Refuting
this, the Minister insisted
that they had arrived first.

After negotiations,
which lasted nearly one
and a half hours, the nom-
ination of Ms. Kalanidhi
was filed first, followed by
the AIADMK’s R. Manoha-
ran and then DMK's Mr.
Veeraswamy. Meanwhile,
Bharatiya Janata Party’s

Paul Kanakaraj and party
members protested by
raising slogans against the
Dravidian parties, claiming
that they were not allowed
to file their nomination.
Their token number was
‘nine’.

MCC violations
According to the Greater
Chennai Traffic Police
(GCTP), diversions were
created at the T-Junction at
the end of Chidambaram
7% Street, Basin Bridge,
and Chidambaram Nagar
as cadre of several political
parties gathered at the
spot.

Hundreds  gathered !

near the gate with flags
without permission, which
is a violation of the MCC,
the personnel added. Over
150 police personnel were
deploved to control the
crowd.

Senior officials at the
RO’s office stated that the
MCC violations, including |

the number of people pre-
sent while nominations
were to be filed, the num-
ber and nature of vehicles

they arrived in, flag staffs, |
number of cadre that ar- |

rived at the gate etc., will
be checked with the police

and through CCTV camera

footage, and action will be

taken, if violations are |

found.



THE HINDU
26 MAR 7074

High Court adjourns to June 10
OPS appeals against restraint
on using ‘two leaves’ symbol

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Monday adjourned to June
10 a batch of three original
side appeals filed by ex-
pelled AIADMK leader O.
Panneerselvam against a
single judge’s order res-
training him from using
the ‘two leaves’ symbol,
besides imposing other
restraints,

‘Avoid confusion’
A Division Bench of Justic-
es R. Subramanian and R.
Sakthivel said that it was
neither passing any inte-
rim order nor rejecting the
plea for interim orders, but
was only adjourning the
appeals, simpliciter, until
after the general election,
to avoid confusion during
the ongoing election.
Senior counsel P.H. Ar-
vindh Pandian, represent-
ing the appellant, said that
his only concern was that
the interim injunction or-
der passed by the single
judge on March 18, 2024
should not disentitle his
client from approaching
the Election Commission
(EC) seeking the ‘two
leaves’ symbol, ' "

To move court again

When the senior judge’in
the Bench said that it was
up to the appellant to ap-

0. Ranneerselvam

proach the EC without in-

. viting any observations

from the Bench, Mr. Pan-
dian replied that he would
approach the court again if
his client faced any pro-
blem before the Election
Commission due to the ci-
vil proceedings pending
before the court.

Justice N. Sathish Kumar
had granted three interim
injunctions on March 18
restraining Mr. Panneersel-
vam from using the
AIADMK's ‘two leaves’
symbol, flag and letter-
head; injuncting him from
claiming to be the coordi-
nator or even a primary
member of the party; and
preventing him from inter-
fering with the activities of
the party’s general secre-
tary, Edappadi K.
Palaniswami.

The relief was granted
till the disposal of a civil
suit filed by Mr. Palaniswa-
mi seeking permanent in-

junctions of a similar na- "

ture.
Mr. Panneerselvam had

filed the present original |

side appeals challenging all
three interim injunctions
primarily on the ground
that they amounted to
granting final relief.

He also contended that
the interim injunctions

ought not to have been |

granted when a different
civil suit filed by him chal-
lenging his expulsion from
the party was still pending
in the court.

Another case

Later in the day, the first |
Division Bench of Chief Jus-
tice Sanjay V. Gangapurwa- |

la and Justice D. Bharatha
Chakravarthy took up a
writ petition filed by S. Su-
rya Moorthi seeking a di-
rection to the Election
Commission to take neces-
sary action on his repre-

sentation for not allotting |

the ‘two leaves’ symbol to
the AIADMK till the dispo-
sal of civil suits filed against
intra-party elections.

Time sought

Since the petitioner’s coun- |

sel told the court that he
had been engaged to argue

the case only on Sunday, |
and required time to go
through the papers, the |
judges adjourned the hear-

ing to April 22.
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With just two more days left
to file nominations for the
Lok Sabha elections,
ﬁundayr saw a ﬁ];lad scram-

@ for presenting the pap-
ers at the designated offices
th.a.l wimesaed

Congress party alone could
not name its nominees for
the Mayiladuthurai and
Tirunelveli constituencies
and for the by-election to

- Vilavancode Assembly seat

till closing time.

In the announcement that
came latér, the Congress
high command nominated

Robert Bruce for
Tinmelvell and Tharahai
Cuthbert for Vilavancode
but was unable to decide on
the candidate for
Mayiladuthurai, over
which there was reportedly
a tug of war betwean

Praveen Chakravorthy and
S Thiurnavukarasar

Even the Tirunelveli can-
didate was named because
Chief Minister M K Stalin
was addressing a camipaign
meating at Nanguneri to
introduce the coalition’s
nominees for Tirunelveli
and Kanyakumari con-
stituencies in the evening
Since it would be pointless
to seek votes' for an
unknown_candidate of the
Congress by the Chief
Minister, the announce-
ment for Tirunelveli was
made in a hurry party
sources said.

Earlier in the day three
other Congress nominees,
M K Vishnu Prasad,
Jothimani and Sasikanth
Senthil, called on Stalin at
his residence, along with
TNCC president K Selvap-
erunthogai, while two of
the three DMK candidates
for the Chennai constitu-
encies filed their nomina-
tions. The visit of North
Chennai DMK candidate
Kalanidhi Veerasamy, alo-
ng with an entourage, to
the polling office in Royap-
uram created a flutter

The AIADMK candidate
Royvapuram Mano had
arrived at the office ahead
of the DME members and
had obtained token number

NDECCAN CHRONICL®
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5% candidates file
nomination papers

®Fracas between DMK and AIADMK over ﬁlmg papers

ﬂeated argument betwmm DMK and AIADMK ::adras during ﬂling of nomination

The state's pol.un
machinar
vated by

acti-
e E!ecﬂon

- Commission of India
* {ECI} as officials and fly-

ing squads buzzed
_the roads, keepinga

bridge in Chennai, offi-
cials stopped a contain-
er trucker after it was
found to be carrving
sacks of BJP Nags, caps
and such material. The
truck was coming from
Haryana and was sup-
posed #a deliver the
goods af the BJP office.
But the officials wanted
the way hgls andisu:(!;
papers to be produc
and drove it out to a
police station as huge
gathered on the
roads, suspecting the
goods carried by it to be
cash £s.

7. Though the DMK work-
ers came late, the leader of
the group, Minister Sekar
Babu barged in and took a
seat opposite the officer,
prompting the AIADME
members, led by former
minister D. Jayakwinar, to
raise an objection, frigger-
ing an angry exchange of
words.

Even as the argument was
on, with the police person-

WALL DEFACEMENT

The Chief Electoral Off-
icar Sathyabrata Sahoo,

who met media persons,

said that it had received
3,05,000 complaints of
defacement of public
walls and 1.00,800 com-
plaints of unauthorized
painting on private
walls. He said 1,403 com-
plaints of Model Code of
Conduct violations and

178 FIRs had been filed.

nel keeping a close watch,
BJP candidate for the con-
stituency R C Paul Kanaga-
ral landed at the spot but
had to wait for the two par-
ties to sort out the differ-
ence and also fOled their
nominations. With the pre-
siding officer making it

papers for the North Chennai Parliamentary Constituency. Mlnlster Sekar Babu and
former AIADMK minister Jayakumar were also present.

‘SEIZURE' NEAR PADI S
OVERBRIDGE

=-DC

- clear that Token No 7 will

be given precedence over
Token 8, the dispute was

- sorted out.

DMK candidate for South
Chennai, Tamilachi Thang-
apandian, was just complet-
ing the formalities before
the presiding officer when
BJP candidate Tamilisai
Sounararajan arrived at
the office. Both the candi-
dates hugged each other
and exchanged pleasan.
tries, besides greeting sach
other. ATADMK nominee
Jayavardhan.

For Chennai constituency,
the DMK  candidate
Davanidhi Maran did not
file the nominations while
AIADME alliance candi-
date Parthasarathy of
DMDK and BJP's Vinoj P
Selvam presented their
papers. Maran is expected
to file nomination on Wedn-
escday, the last day In the
neighbouring  Sriperum-

‘budur constituency, DMK

candidate T R Baalu also
filed his papers.

More than 75 per cent of
the candldates all over the
State chose Monday to file
nominations as it was con-
sidered an auspicious day
Once the fling was done,
the candidates and their fol-
lowers started their cam-
paign work by calling party
cadre and booth committee
members for introductory
maeting and kick starting
the electioneering fur the
April 19 polling
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Kanchipiram residents appealto
Election Commision to stop bursting
of crackers turing poll campaign

N RAVIKUMAR &

P.A. JEBARAJ | DC
CHENNAI, MARCH 25
Residents of
Kanchipuram town are
complaining that fre-

guent bursting of crack-
ers in front of the Anna
memorial house by the
political parties is caus-
ing disturbance in the
area and leading to air
pollution. They want @ffi-
cial® to enforce.the model
code of conduct which
bans parties from burst-
ing crackers during the
campaign. The residents
said only if the Election
Commission of India offi-
cials filed cases dgainst
those bursting crackers,
the parties will desist
from bursting crackers.
Kanchipuram town is a
historical place since the
DMK founder C.N. An-
nadurai was born in the
town and leaders visit the

house of the leader in the
town to pay homage dur-
ing the election cam-
paign.

The leaders of the.
ATADMK and DMK have
started visiting the Kan-
chipuram town for the
election campaign and
they start the campaign
only after paying homage
at the Anna memorial
house. Crackers burst in
large quantities during
the occasion and disturb
the peace in the town,
besides causing air pollu-
tion. The party workers
and functionaries are
unaware of the rule that
crackers should not be
burst during the election
campaign. The resident
felt that only if the offi-
cials filed a few cases, the
party - functionaries
would become aware of
the rules against bursting
crackers and stop the
practice. : :
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offering bonus forpoll -
survey, DMK tells EC
Chennai, March 25: The rul-
ing DMK in Tamil Nadu on
Monday accused the BJP of
inducing voters by offering a
bonus for a poll survey on its
website for the ongoing Lok
Sabha election, and urged the
“Election Commission of India
to take appropriate action on
saffron party.

Offering bonus/gifts to those

~ who participated in the poll sur-
vey amounts to bribing the vot-
ers, DMK  Organisation
Secretary R S Bharathi argued,
and said that the Model Code of
Condutt was equally applicable

*to candidates and their parties
during elections.
A national party advertising
election bonus is certainly an
inducement to the voters, much
less direct offering of money to
the-voters to yote in favour of
the BJP" Bharathi said in a petis
tion to the ECI and also to Tamil
Nadu Chief Electoral Officer
Satvabrata Sahoo. .

He said that the advertisement
admittedly issued by the BJP
with the heading '‘BJP Election
Bonus' on the party website is a
clear violation of section 123
(1A) of the Representation of
People Act, 1951. ,

Sharing a few screenshots to
substantiate his case, the DMK
leader said, "This is indeed a
corrupt practice and immediate

® intervention of the ECI is neces-
sary to uphold the purity of
elections through appropriate
action against the BJP"

Also, he urged the Election
Commission fo give the neces-
sary directions to the BJP to
adhere to the framework of the
law. PTT - :
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Radhika, Sowmya
file nominations

AGENCIES
CHENNAI, MARCH 25

n Central Chennai, ATADMK's ally
DMDK nominee B Parthasarathy
and BJP's Vinoj P Selvam filed
papers.

Durai Vaiko (MDMEK-
Tiruchirappalli), ™
Selvagangapathy (DMK-Salem),
forest brigand Veerappan's daugh-
ter Vidya Rani (Naam Tamizhar
Katchi-Krishnagiri) were among
those who filed their nominations.
Kongunadu Makkal Desiya Katchi
candidate V S Madeswaran, who is
contesting on DMK's Rising Sun'
symbol filed his papers from
Namakkal.™

KMDK, an ally of the DMK, had
initially announced S
Surivamurthy as its candidate.
However, after a controversial
video clip surfaced on social media
in which Suriyamurthy had pur-
portedly,-made an objectionable |
remark on caste lines, he was
replaced with Madeswaran.
PMK's Sowmya Anbumani
(Dharmapuri), AIADMK's Singai
Ramachandran (Coimbatore) and
DMK's K E Prakash (Erode) filed
their nominations. In
.. Virudhunagar constituency,
DMDK's Vijaya Prabhakaran and
BJP's Radhika Sarathkumar sub-
mitted papers. Several other candi-
dates filed their nominations. PTI
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ilimin_isler booked
for derogatory
remarkonPM

Chennai, March 25: A
case has been registered
against Tamil Nadu
Fisheries Minister
Anitha R Radhakrishn-
an for his alleged
derogatory remarks on
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, at a
recent meeting of the
DMK party workers,
police said on Mondav.A
case under section 294 B
of the IPC (uftering
obscene wards in public)
% has b registered
against Radhakrishnan
by the Meignanapuram
police following a com-
plaint by the BJP
Thoothukudi south dis-
trict president R
Sidhrangathan, a senior

police official said.
According to

Sidhrangathan, the

Fisheries Minister made

the remarks against the
PM at the DMK party
workers meeting held at

.. Thandapathu in
Juticorin  district on
March 22,

“ITmmediately, [ pre-
ferred a complaint with
the district election offi-
cer and collector G
Lakshmipathy demand-
ing appropriate action
against the state
Minister and the police
registered a FIR on
Sunday," he said.

Radhakrishnan's utter-
ing was "disgusting and
despicable and he criti-
cised the Prime Minister
for lauding late Chief
Minister Kamaraj.”
Sidhrangathan said.

Meanwhile, in a com-
plaint to the Chief
Electoral Officer
Satyabrata Sahoo, here, -
BJP state vice president
Karu Nagarajan sought
stringent action on
Radhakrishnan for
using "vile language”
against - the Prime
Minister: PT1
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Min booked for remarks on PM

DC CORRESPONDENTS
CHENNAI/ BENGALURU
MARCH 25

The state police bocked a
case against fisheries min-
ister Anitha R. Radhak-
rishnan for his alleged
derogatory vemarks -on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at a recent meeting of
the DMK workers. .
The Meignanapuram pol-
ice registered the case ag-
. ainst Mr Radhakrishanan
under Section 294 B of the
(uttering obscene
words in public) based on a

complaint by the. BJP

Thoothukudi south dis-
frict president R.
Sidhrangathan. :
The minister made the
remarks against Mr Modi
at a meeting held at
Thandapathu in Tuticorin
district on March 22, he
said. “Immediately, I pre-
ferred a complaint with the
district election officer and
collector demanding
appropriate action against
the state minister,” he
said. | :
Meanwhile, the BJP has

petitioned the Election

Commission seeking sirict
action against Karnataka
minister - Shivaraj
Tangadagi for using intem-
perate language against
the Prime Minister. |

The minister, while
addressing a Congress
workers’ meeting = at
Karatagi in Koppal district
on Sunday, had said
youths and students who
chant ‘Modi, Modi’ should
be slapped as the BJP-led
government at the centre
was not honouring the
promise to . create {two
crore jobs per year.
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NOMINATIONS
O PICKUP
SPEED: CONG
FIELDS BRUCE

Chennai:With just two
more days left to file
nominations for the Lok
Sabha elections, Monday
saw a mad scramble for
presenting the papers at
the designated offices
that witnessed scuffles
and scenes of bonhomie
between rivals though
the Congress was unable
to name its nominees for
. _ the'™ayiladuthurai and
Tirunelveli constituen-
cies and for the by-elec-
tion to Vilavancode Ass
embly seat till closing
time.
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HCTO HEAR OPS
PLEA FOR SYMBOL
AFTER LS ELECTION

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, MAR. 25

The Madras High Court
on Monday adjourned
the appeal by former
chief  minister O.
Panneerselvam against .
a single judge order
restraining him from
- using the AIADMK's
symbol, ‘two leaves’,
party flag and letter-
head to June 10 saying
that it was doing so fo
avoid confusion in the
Lok Sabha elections.
The expelled AIADMK
leader’s counsel, howev-
er, said they would
approach the Election
Commission of India
(ECI) to stake claim
over the symbol, and
would approach the
court agdin if there
- were any problems.
The division bench
comprising Justice R.
Subramanian and
Justice R. Sakthivel
said it was up to the
petitioner to approach
the ECL



DOTY, MARCH. 25
AIADMEK leaders and the

candidate for Nilgiris con-

stituency created a ruckus
in front of the Collector’s
chamber here on Monday,
charging the administra-
tion with delaying their

" nomination filing process

and also for retaining the
district revenue officer
(DRO), working in the
Nilgiris for four years con-
tinuously.

When BJP candidate L.

 Murugan and BJP state

president K. Annamalal w-
ere inside the Nilgiris
Collector's chamber to file
the nomination papers on
Mon afternoon,
AIAD candidate Lok-

‘esh Tamilselvan and four

includin D.
Vinoth, the Nilgiris smr ict
secretary of the AIADMEK,
reached the Collector’s
chamber to file the nomi-
nation.

They were asked to wait
in the chamber of the
Collector’s PC till the BJP
candidate came out. This

The Al

collector at Qoty.

sngered the ATADMK lead-
ers. Vinoth began to shout
at the officials, asking

_them why the district

administration  in the
Nilgiris was trying delay-
ing tactics though the
ATADMK took yermission
in advance to file the nomi-
nation paper before 1 pm
on Monday, the auspicious
time for the process,
Accusing the Nilgiris
administration of dancing

ADMK district-level
leaders create a chaos in front
of the chamber of the Nilgiris

to the tunes of the ruling
party political bigwigs to
suppress the AIADMK, he
questioned why Keerthi
Privadharshini, the DRO of
the Nilgiris, was being
retained in the district
though she had completed
three vears of service in
the Nilgiris that began dur-
ing the AIADMEK regime.
“The Nilgiris district
administration  and the
Chief Electoral Officer in

Tamil Nadu owe an expla-
nation to this as when even
subordinate officers, who
completed three years in
the Nilgiris, have been
transferred, why is the
DRO retained? It
makes one grow suspicious
that it is an
attempt by the district
administration and CEO in
Tamil Nadu to help the rul-
in dictate terms and
indulge in poll violations.
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High Cpurf adjourns OPS petition for
“Two Leaves’ to be heard after LS polls

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAI, MARCH 25

The Madras High Court on
Monday adjourned the ap-
- peal by former Chief Mini-
ster O.Panneerselvam aga-
inst a single judge order
restraining him from
using the AIADMK's “Two
Leaves’ symbol, party flag
and letterhead to June 10
saying that it was doing so
to avoid confusiongin the
Lok Sabha elections.
However the expelled
ATADMK leader’s counsel
said they would approach
the Election Commiission
of India to stake claim

over the “Two Leaves' sym-

- bol, and would approach

the Court again if there
were any problems. The
division bench comprising
Justice R. Subramanian
and Justice R. Sakthivel
said it was up to the peti-
tioner to approach the
Election Commission of
India. :

-The judges adjourned all
the three appeal petitions
filed hy*Panneerselvam
against a single judge
order restraining him
from using the ‘Two
Leaves’ symbol, party flag
and letterhead. The court
further said it was neither

e

passing any interim
orders nor rejecting the
plea for interim orders.
The court said it was

“adjourning the hearing to

be held after the Lok
Sabha elections to avoid
confusion during the ongo-
ing election process. i

The single judge N. Sath-
ish -Kumar had granted
interim injunctions bar-
ring Panneerselvam from
using the ‘Two Leaves’
symbol, AIADMK flag and
letter head. Besides, the
court had directed him not
to claim the AIADMK
coordinator or even a pri-
mary member of the party
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Sivanesan files nomination
G. SRINIVASAN | DC .
THANJAVUR, MARCH 25
Three candidates filed their nomi-
nation papers.for the Thanjavur
Lok Sabha constituency on
Monday.

ATADMK-backed DMDK candi-
date P Sivanesan filed his nomina-
tion. After garlanding the statues of
MOR and Jayalalithaa near the rail-
way station, and a portrait of Vija-
vakanth, he came in a procession to
the collectorate. Sivanesan filed his
nomination  with  Thanjavur
Collector and returning officer for

‘Thanjavur Lok Sabha constituency,
geepak Jacob. Two more candi-
ates. one of them belonging to the
BSP and an Independent, also filed
their papers.
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contestants file nomination

R. VALAYAPATHY | DC
- TIRUCHY, MARCH 25

The AIADMK nominee for

‘the Tiruchirapalli Lok
Sabha seat, P. Karuppaiah,
MDME nominee (DMK
front) Durai Vaiko, BJP's
alliance party Amma
Makkal Munnetra Kaz-
hagam (AMMK) candidate
P Senthilnathan, and
Naam Tamilar Katchi can-
didate Rajesh filed their
nomination papers before
the Tiruchy Collector and
polling officer M. Pradeep
Kumar at Tiruchy
Collectorate on Monday.

Later; Dupai Vaiko told
mediapersons ' that with
the support of the DMK
president and  Chief
Minister MK, Stalin, and
MDMEK general secretary
Vaiko, he filed his nomina-
tion for the Tiruchirapalli
Lok Sabha seat, and said if
elected, he will serve the
people.

-His aim is to achieve vic-
tory in the April 19 elec-
tions and he hopes to
receive people’s support to
serve them. .

He said he called on
municipal administration
minister and DMK princi-
pal secretary K.N. Nehru
at his residence this morn-
ing and sought his bless-
ings.

Durai said the DMK
front, in which he is con-
testing as an alliance part-
ner, had already com-
menced its campaign. The
MDMK had sought the top
(bambaram) symbol but
the Election Commission
of India did not give
the symbol, and the party-
has approached the court.
Although they did not allo-
cate the top symbol so [ar,

AADMK candidate

files nomination

in Chidambaram

DC CORRESPONDENT
ARIYALUR, MARCH 25

Chandrahasan, the
ATADMEK candidate in the
Chidambaram (reserved)
Lok Sabha constituency,
filed his nomination
hefore Arivalur collect ctor
ande polling officer J.
Anne Mary Swdrna at the
collectorate on Monday.

He was accompanied by
party district secretary
Thamarai S. Rajendran,
Chidambaram MLA
Pandian, DMDK district
secretary Ramajayavel
and SDPI district secre-
tary Jaheer Hussain and
others.

Later, he toid med;a per-
sons that if he wins, he
will take necessary steps
for laying a new railway
line in between Jayan-
kondam and Salem via
Ariyalur, besides improv-
ing the basic amenities tn
the constituency.

Earlier, along with the
alliance leaders, he came
in a procession after gar-
landing the statues of
Kamarajar, Perivar EVR,
Annadurai, MGR and
Ambedkar

he still hoped the MDMK
would be allocated the
symbol.

ATADME nominee Kar-
uppaiah said the people of
Tiruchirappalli know
about how their MP had
functioned in the past 10
vears, If given a chance o

Nagapattinam
candidates file
nomination papers
R. VALAYAPATHY 1DC
NAGAPATTINAM, MARCH 25

CPI candidate and present
Nagapattinam MP Val.
Selvaraj, AIADMK no-
minee Surjit Sankar and
Naam Tamilar Katchi can-
didate Karthika filed their
nominations for the Naga-
pattinam (reserved) Lok
Sabha constituency before
district collector and
polling officer Johny Tom
Varghese here on Monday.

CPI state council member
Selvam filed nomination as
a dummy candidate. Mr
Selvaraj along  with
alliance leaders including
Thiruvarur district DMK
secretary Poondi Kalaiva-
nan MLA. Tamil Nadu
Fisheries  Development
Corporation  chairman
Gowthaman and others
came in a procession from
the DMK office. Later, Mr
Selvaraj told mediapersons
that he will again work for
getting Cauvery water
from Karnataka, a perma-
nent crop insurance
scheme for Delta farmers,
and to protect the Delta
fishermen from the Sri
Lankan navy

serve the people of Tiruc-
hirappalli, he will raise
his voice for people’s dem-
ands in the Lok Sabha, be-
sides trying to implement
pending schemes, includ-
ing the linking of the Cau-
very-Gundaru-Vaigai
rivers.
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Minister, mind your language

t is poll season and the sight of a battery of microphones may trigger the

worst in politicians who must go to the hustings to validate their can-

didacy. The fact that every succeeding Indian general election seems
more like a life-or-death proposition than a poll to pick legislators also
adds to the angst Which is why what leaders, candidates or partisan
speakers might say when they are stuck for ideas and decorous phrases is
generally disregarded. . '

When a sitting Tamil Nadu minister brings local lingo, not so much of the
street as that of the vilest gutter in spitting an epithet at thé Prime
Minister of the country, things have gone way out of hand. The usual rig-
marole of filing FIRs is being gone through, but the Speaker Anitha
Radhakrishnan, who is fisheries minister, might believe he has not even
been reprimanded for daring to utter such language from the dais.

Compared to the severity of the curse word flung at the PM, a slang term
more commonly heard in American movies, earlier barbs Like ‘pickpocket’
and ‘panauti’ might pale. They too may seem like clever terms on social
media platforms, but they have no place in serious politics either. of
course, the discourse cuts both ways with plenty of snarling done at the
Opposition ranks who are dubbed with worse terms than ‘dynasts’ by
members of the ruling alliance. :

It is a given that the debating style in Indian politics is not of the mature
Churchillian type in which,the great politician used to joust with a woman
MP and % celebrated playWwright in Parliament and outside. Even so, there
is a need for maintaining a modicum of decency and decorum in debate
with lines demarcating personal attacks that just cannot be crossed.

This excess by a politician should be punished to the extent possible with
the Election Commission taking an interest in it. Surely, barring this
member from campaigning any further in the coming elections could be
considered minimum punishment. The only way o teach him to mind his
Janguage is not to let Ifm speak in public until the Lok Sabha polls are
over.
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booked for
violating model
code of conduct

candidates of the BJP,
Paul Kanagaraj (North
Chennai) and Vinoj P Selvam
(Central Chennai) have been
hooked in separate cases for
vlolaﬂngﬂ\en\ode!codeof
conduct. The two had conducted
meetings without getting |
permission from ECI, police said.
Paul Kanagaraj was bookedon |
Saturday for conducting a |
meeting with nearly 200 people
at a marriage hall. Vinoj was |
booked on Sunday for
conducting a meeting with -
residents of an apartment
4 complex on Thursday.
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lead to complaints of unfair seizures

Parents Who Saved Up For School Fees, Tourists, Patients With Money For Med Bills Fall Prey To This

Flying squad seizes
gold, silver jewellery
worth @5cr in Namakkal

 Thuss News Nerwoss

mmp:rtdguldmlmm
show to customers without

tering fying squads.
In light of these events, it

- iscrucialtonotethat thegeisa
threshold

kal: Flying squad of
ficials seized pold jewellery
and silver orpaments sorth
tiscrore from a vehicle i Na-
makkal district on Monday
Assistant returning offi.
cer c( the Semham&nsa].am

M
Prnknh told mpm-mra lhat

I.hn\'nhicleulwadaim'!‘r:.dw

Fur any
this limit, the law mandates

* the provision of ATM with-

drawal  receipts, business
transsction records, or bank

ts as proof of the
funeds legitimacy

- Trichy
hishm'rhnyinummedu
vehicle that was heading to
Trichy from Salem,” he said
The officlais found gold
jewellery and silver orna-
ments in the vehicle “The

driver, Mahalingam, 48, pro-
duced the receipts. But the
weights and the quantiliss
shown [n the receipts did no
match the actual jewelory”
sajd  Prakash. The fying
squad officials sent the fewel-
lery 1o the districl reasury
for further proceedings.

Prakash aiso alerted the
Income Tax depariment offl-
cials to initiate an inquiry
with the jewellery owners
The Namakkaidistrict flying
squad officials have seired
raolakh in cash and 28 kig of
gold fewellery worth
a2crore sinoe the model
code of conduct came inte
forca
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Tambaram
cOrpofatlon
—Drom_otes voter

education
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o

awareness for 1005 voter turnout

"ﬁamm

“Chennai: Inan effort toensu.
'I‘ealntmmtaﬂmout Tam-
hram Corporatian commis-
‘sioner R Alagumeena enga-
‘ged with West Tambaram re-

sidents on Monday The civic
body has set up posters and
‘):mths in the locality, with
‘slogans gmﬁsmters :

- The aim is to educate the
. mmmunt nspecia!h' young
5 ne voters, on the

meeﬂ:mﬁast?amhmm
+ uncillor Jothikumar C said,
1 am planning to meet resi-
dents to address grievances
‘and encourage all to paruct
“pateintheelectoral process.”

“Many tell us they don't
know what to do. This is why
wewant to focuson educating
first time voters and foster ci-
'vie responsibility and demo-
cratic participation,” said
Royapettah (Chromepet) co-
uncillor KannanN..

Janaki § Sundar, a first ti-
me voter, said her voter iden-
tification card has inaccurate
information. Besides first ti-
me voters, senior citizens al-

soseek a seamless voting pro-
cess, “Last time, 1 found it
challenging to cast my vote,”
Sathish Rao, a 67-year-old re-
sident of Medavakkam, reco-
unted. Voting centres should
be more accessible and ac-
commodating for senior citi-
7ens.

The corporation has also
taken to socinl media for the
campaign, offering another
piatform for people to voice
roneerns and seek assistan-
ca, [ssues can be reported on

line or divectly at the West
Tambaram office, a8 per &
corporationofficlsl
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HC orders recounting
of 605 postal votes in

TIMES Ns.ws NETWORK

Krishnagiri constltuency

& Chennal Madras high
i court has ordered recount-
: ingof 605 postal votes that
: were rejected during the

: counting of the 2021 as-

. semblyelection inKrishna-
. giriconstituency.
-7 Justice PT Asha pasted
the order on Monday, on a
plea moved by DMK candi-
‘date T Senguttuvan chal-
lengipg the election of
AIADMK candidate K Ash-
ok Kumar.

Senguttuvan moved the
court seeking to appoint a
registrar of the high court
to verify and recount the
605 postal ballots that were
rejected by returning offi-

cerduring counting.

Repregenting the pet-
itioner, a te Richard-
son Wilson submitted that
the 605 ballots were not
dealt with in accordance
with law. They were reject-
ed for flimsy reasons which
were pot communicaied to

PLEA MOVED BY DMK
CANDIDATE

the candidates.

“The postalballots must
be recounted by a registrar
of the court. The margin
was only 794 votes and thus
has a material effect on the
election,” Richardsan said.

Concurring with the
contentions of the petition-
er, the court directed re-
counting of the 605 postal
ballots the registrar of the
high court in the presence
of two officials to be de-
puted by the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) and

~ in the presence of both the

candidates or persons au-
thorised by them within
one month and file a report

- tothecourt.
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From selfies to rangolis: Spicing up
 voter awareness WIth local flavour

Tises News Nerwork

geiting a vibrant makeover
across districts. with adminis-
trations infusing local flavours into
poll campaigns this time. From cycle
rallies to selfie points, invitation

Ele{.tion awareness drives are

cards to rangolis, and folk perfor-

mances, the Systematic Voters' Edu-
cation and Electoral Participation

(SVEEP) programmes are mking on

an engaging twist.

In Tirunelveli, a ‘Therthal 'i‘hlru
vizha' (election carnival) is on the
cards for April 13, just ahead of Ta-
mil New Year “We're planning elec-
tion-themed games, folk performanc
es, and cycle rallies,” said Tirunelve-
li collector Dr K P Karthikeyan. The
invitation cards, designed like tradi-
tional wedding and festival invites,
have been localized to resonate with
the customs of Tirunelveli villages.

SVEEP initiatives include setting
up selfie points, with Kanyakumari
boasting an iconic spot at the Trive-
ni Sangamam. Short videos about the
districts and voter awareness are
being rolled out by administrations
in Kanvakumari, Tenkasi, and
Tirunelveli, In Trichy, the Rangana-

NOVELTY ; Thanjavur collector Deepak
Jacob presents ‘Thamboolam'’ to
voters on Monday

thar Swamy temple witnessed an
awareness rally inaugurated by dis-
trict eollector and election officer M
Pradeep Kumar. Colourful rangolis
by self-help groups adorned the
streets to highlight the upcoming
-elections. Similar events unfolded at
the Thirumanur panchayat unlon
office in Ariyalur distriet, with ran-
golis drawn by women from self-help

groups tounderscore the impcrtanoe
of voting,

District collectors aren’t just
launching SVEEP activities; they're
actively participating too. In Ma-
durai, collector M S Sangeetha joined
revenue staff for a ‘kummi dance’
performance at the collector’s office
to promote election awareness.

Identifying low voter turnout ar-
eas, district administrations are de-
ploying election officials and self-
help group members for door-to-door
campaigns. Coimbatore district, for
instance, has pinpointed 220 low poll-
ing booths, planning door-to-door
handbill distribution to encourage
voters, particularly utilizing self-
help groups and NGOs.

Virudhunagar district is focusing
on electoral literacy clubs in schools
and colleges, appointing students as
election ambassadors. They're also
distributing phone stickers featuring
the election logo to raise awareness.

Traditionally, the Thanjavur dis-
trict collector, Deepak Jacob, extends
invitations to voters with printed
cards adorned with fruits, flowers,
and hetel leaves on a tray. Handbills
carrying awareness messages are
also being distributed.
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B]P cendemns

Radhakrishnan for
remark on Modi

Times News NETWORK

he Tamil Nadu BJP
unit has condemned
A fisheries minister
Anitha Radhakrishnan for
making an adverse remark
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Tuticorin
police registered a case un-
der IPC 294 (b) against the
ministar on Sunday based
on a complaint by the BJP.
In a statement, BJP
spokesman A N § Prasad
urged chief minister M K
Stalin to drop Rad-
hakrishnan from the cabi-
net for making an “ob-
scene” remark against

]

Modi while addressmg a
meeting in the presence of
DMK MP Kanimozhi atTu-
ticorin.

“1t is an unforgivable
act. Stalin must immedi-
ately remove Rad-
hakrishnan from the cabi-
net. Stalin must tender an
apology for his minister’s
adverse remark. 1t is not
only enough to book Rad-
hakrishnan, but he must be
arrested immediately. The
action taken against him
must ensure that none
would dare to make any ad-
verse remark against the
Prime Minister," said Pras-
ad.

Prasad demanded that
Kanimozhi tender an apol-
ogy as well since she was
present when the minister
made the adverse remark
but did not try to prevent
him from doing so. He said
he was astonished that
Kanimozhi, who always lec-
tured others to act and
speak in a decent and digni-
fied manner, failed to pre-
vent the minister from mak-
ing derogatory remarks
against Modi.

e
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 Chennai: In afurther setback to
thaupelledAlADMKleadeh'md. i
former chief minister O Panne-

erselvam, Madras high court has

refused to stay a single judge or-

der restraining him from using
the ATADMK party name, sym-
hol and flag. Also, the division
benchof Justice R Subramaniam
and Justice R Sakthivel adjour-

ned the hearingof theappealmo- D
ved by Panneerselvam to June 0.

On March 18, a single judge of
the court restrained Panneersel-
vam from using the AIADMK
party symbol and flag, “If the ex-
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same will lead to
among tle cadres and 58

riousconsequences. The loss that
may oceasion are irreparable,”

thejudge had said.

The court passed
orderon a civil cuit moved by for-
mer chief ministerand AIADME
gmeralsemry‘ﬂdappadﬂ( Pa-
laniswami.

Considering the fact that the
resolution expelling Panneersel-
vam has not been disturbed and
interim applications filed by Pan-
neerselvam is also dismissed by
the court which has also reached

finality, mere pendency of thesu-

it will not entail him to continue
as a primary member or coordi:
nator of ATADMK, particularly
when the majority of the mem-
bers in the general counci! expel-

the interim

HC refuses to stay order restraining OPS from
usﬁi"g ATADMK name and two leaves symbol

led him and its supporters by way
of resolution, the judge added.
Rejecting the contentions of

' Panneerselvam, thejudge had sa-
id, *merely because the sifits are

pending, it cannot be contended
that the resolution (expelling
Panneerselvam}is notvalid.”

Mere calling himself as coor-
dinator of his own faction or dif-
ferent new faction may not be a
problem, but, heclaimsto beaco-
ordinator of the recognised poli-
tical party from where he isexpel-
led, same will certainly lead to
confusion among the party cad-
res and create serious consequ-
ences, the court asserted.



THE TIMES OF INDIA
26 MAR 7024

stay order in OPS
 symbolcase |

\/;Iadras}ﬂghcourthas re-
¥ 1fused to stay a single :
judge order restraining ex-
pelled ATADMK leader and
former chief minister O
Panneerselvam from using
AIADMK party name, sym-
bol and flag. The court also
adjourned the hearing of
the appeal moved by Par
neerselvam to June10.
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2021 K'giri postal
ballots to be counted

Chennai: The Madras‘l-i_lgh Court
on Monday ordered recounting of
postal ballots polled in the 2021
Assemnbly elections in the
Krishnagiri segment. Justice PT
Asha passed the orders on a
petition filed by DMK candidate T
Senguttuvan. The judge directed
recounting of 605 postal ballots
by the registrar of the high court
In the presence of two officials to
be deputed by the ECI,
Senguttuvan and winner K Ashok
- Kumar (AIADMK) or their
authorised persons. The registrar
. was ardered to complete the
exercise in a month. Advocate
Richardson Wilson, appearing for
Senguttuvan, had sought the
court to order recounting which
were rejected by the returning
officer dunihg counting. Since the
winning margin was only 794
votes, the postal ballots will have
an effect on the outcome, he said.
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Police personnel -checking vehicles at Pudupet in Chennai | warTinLouis
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Kovai jewellers decry
sseverity’ of ECl squad

Chennai: The Coimbatore
Jewellery Manufacturers
Association complglned to CEO
about the “severity” shown by ECI
squads and officials to jewellers.
“If this continues, we will he
forced to close down our shops for
around 50 days when the model
code is in force and about one lakh
families will be affected,” the
association said. Talking to
reporters after meeting the CEO at
the secretariat, B
Muthuvenkatram, president of the
association, said even if the
jewellers produce v id documents
« for the gold and je ellery they
transport, the election squads
hand over the jewellery to the
Income-Tax Department.

*



THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS
26 MAR 2024

453 star campaigners -
from 18 parties: CEO

Chennai: Chief Electoral Officer
Satyabrata Sahoo on Monday
said star campaigner passes have
been given to 453 functionaries of
18 political parties, including
Congress, BJP, CPM, CPI, DMK,
AIADMK, VCK and NTK. He said
so far 11,305 complaints have
been received through the C-Vigil
app. A total of 14,100 complaints
have been received regarding
violation of model code of
conduct. Also, 128 first
information reports have been
registered in this regard. 3 lakh
advertisements from public

~ places and 1lakh from private
properties have been removed
and over 83410 cases have been
registered in this regard.
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its website, the DMK on Monday urged the ECI to take action against the saffron

gifts to those who take part in the poll survey amounts to bribing voters

. newindianexpressecom.
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Tourists to Nilgiris in trouble as EC
flying squads seize cash from them

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Combatore_

CASH carried by two groups
of tourists from Kolkata and
Punjab, who were on their
way to Ooty, was seized by fly-
ing squads in Coimbatore
and Nilgiris respectively on
Monday morning on the
grounds that they did not
have supporting documents
as mandated by the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC). The:
tourists had a tough time get-
ting their money back. -

In the first incident, a fam-
ily of five from Kolkata head-
ed by Manodip Ghosh, who is
working in a bank, was trav-
elling to Ooty in a taxi. They
were detained by election of-
ficials at Mettupalayam dur-
ing a check and 60,000 in
their possession was seized.

Ghosh went to the collee- .
torate as per the directions of
officials who did not accept
his bank statement as proof.
“1 showed them my bank

Tourists from Kolkata seated outside the Election Officer's room, alang with

the public, at the Coimbatore collectorate on Monday | s sexsasapANDIYAN

statement, but they did not
accept it. We came from Kolk-
ata for a seven-day trip to
Ooty and Coorg. [ have kid-
ney velated ailments and my
wife is a cancer patient, but
the officials did not allow us.
They told us to visit the col-
lectorate to get back the mon-
ey.” Ghosh told TNIE while
waiting at the collectorate.
He eventually got his money
back from the Mettupalayam

Taluk office in the evening,.
Similarly, T69,000 was
seized from a couple from
Punjab during a vehicle
check at Coonoor. They were
on a tour to Qoty with their
two children. The couple
waited till Monday evening
to get the money back as elec-
tion officials in Nilgiris col-
lectorate were busy as BJP
minister Murugan arrived
there to file his nomination,
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TwoB.IPpoll s booked
il Chenrral Two candidate*} ﬁFthe BJP for the Lok
- Sabha election, Paul Kanagaraj (north Chennai)
~ and Vinoj P Selvam (central Chennai) have been
booked in two separate cases for allegedly
_ vlelating the model code of conduct. The two
i .-had conducted meetings at two different places
‘with nearly 200 people allegedly without
gettlng pe;mfsslon from the state Election
_.Commlsslon ‘Paul was booked by the Tondiarpet
~ police on Saturday for conducting a meeting
~ with nearly 200 people at a marriage hall.
Vinoj was booked by the Pulianthope police on
Sunday for conducting a meeting with residents
~ of an apartment complex on Thursday ENS

A3 $+.,
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B1P functionaries wak out a rally m !he tmmha:afe tollectorate alang wy,h candidate L Murugan on Monday | exress

Murugan files papers amid tension
among cadres, cops use mild force

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE
@ Coimbatore

BJP candidate in Nilgiris L Mu-
rugan on Monday filed his nomi-
nation to returning officer M
Aruna at the collectorate amid
high tension between his sup-
porters and ATADMK cadre. The
cause of tension was because
Murugan ailegedly arrived late
and AIADMK candidate D
Lokesh Tamilselvan could not
file his papers on time.

Aceording to gources, Muru-
gan was allotted time between 10
am and 12 pm to file his papers,
while Lokesh was allotted a slot
between 11 am and ! pm. Muru-
gan, accompanied by senior lead-
ers including state BJP president
K Annamalai, arrived at 11.45 in
a procession after offering
prayers at temple.

“AIADMEK cadre who were
waiting with Lokesh Tamilsel-

van appealed with election offic-
ers that they should be allowed
to file nomination, as BJY candi-
date did not arrive on time,. This
resulted in an arguments be-
tween supporters of both candi-

Anitha Radhakrishnan
booked for ramark on PM

Minister for Fisherles Anitha R
Radhakrishnan has been booked
by the Theothukudi police for his
alleged derogatory remarks on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
following a complaint lodged by
Chitrangathan, BIP south district
president, on Monday. !n the
comptaint filed with the District
Election Officer and Collector G
Lakshmipathy, Chitrangathan
alleged that the minister made
the remark at a meeting at
Thandapathu on March 22.

dates . Amid all this tension, Mu-
rugan filed nomination first,”
sounrces said.

Police tried to stop the cadres
at theentrance to the collectorate
but they tried to attack the police
vehicle, Police used mild force to
restare normalcey Around 20 cad-
res fom both parties were in-
jured and admified o hospital,

Condemning police action, An-
namalai and Murugan staged a
road roko demanding action
against Nilgiris 8P P Sundara:

vadivel. ATADMK cadre also
staged protests against the po-
lice. SP-Sundravadivel pacified
both sides following which Mu-
rugan and Annamalai left the
place, Traffic wasaffected dueto
the incident.

A senior election officer in Nil-
giris told TNIE that complaints
would be lodged against those
who created trouble with police.

In his affidavit, Murugan has
declared that he faced 23 cases for
violation of law and order and a
criminal defamation case.

Also, he has declared immove-
able property (residential build-
ing measuring 3,000 sq ft at
Kovambedu in Chennai) worth
21.21 crore that was purchased
on June 30, 2022. For this, he had
taken housing loan of 320 lakh
on his name and ¥ one crore on
his wife's name .

According to the affidavit he
filed while contesting from Dhar-
apuram Assembly constituency
in 2021, Murugan owned proper-
tv (movable and immovable as-
sets) worth 69.50 lakh in his
name and 744.50 lakh in hiswite's
name
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“Two leaves symbol HC gives no relief to OPS

R Slfllﬂlllﬂ @Chum

A division bench of Madras

- High Court on Monday refused
to provide inferim relief to

former chief minister O Pan:

~ neerselvam from the injunction
imposed by a single judge bar-

ring him from mh}gmms :

“T'wo leaves’ symbol.

Stating l.hat they did not want

to provide “oxygen” to the ex-
pelled leader, a division bench
of Justices R Subramanian and
R Sakthivel, said, “Now, that the
elections have been announced,
we will not pass any interim or-

ders which would precipitate

things.”

 The bench also said Pannaen
selvam could approach the Su-

~ preme Court on the issue. The
- former coordinator of AIAD-

MK, whose faction 18 now part
of the BJP- led alliance, filed the
qgfeﬂlpeﬁﬂan,chaﬂengingthe
single judge’s order barring
him from using the AIADMK
flag, symbol and letterhead, be-
sides disallowing him from

“eclaiming to be the party
‘coordinaton

The single Judga s order was
passedunapeﬁtumﬁiedbv Al-
ADMKg Edap-»

i K Palaniswami. The judge
said the court was satisfled

that the ‘prima facie case’ and

4

the ‘balance of convenience’

were infavour of Palaniswami,

and if Panneerselvam was not
restrained, it would cause con-
fusion among cadre and lead to
Serious consequences,

The division bench, said, “We
will hear the petition after the
elections.” The bench noted
that Panneerselvam had earlier
challenged his expulsion from
and sought an injunction
against it, but the court refused
to grant the relief. “Now, how

we pass interim order?”

It posted the appeal for final
hearing after the polls on June

10. Senior counsel PH Aravindh

Pandian, appearing for Pan-

neerselvam, submiited that the
single judge had passed the in-
junction order even when the

* original suit challenging the

conduet of the general council
meet of the AIADMEK, where a
resolution to expel the leader
and his supporters Mu. passed,
is pending,

He argued that the ‘Two
leaves’ symbol was given to
Panneerselvam by Election
Commission of India when his
supporter E Madhusudanan
was the presidium chairperson

--of the party, but now Palan-

iswamiand his supporters were
trying to "hold it and make it
withen”
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Court may hear Vaiko’s :
plea for symbol today

Chennai: The Madras High Court is
likely to hear on Tuesday a writ
plea filed by Vaiko seeking orders
to the ECI to allot ‘Top' as the
symbol for the MDMK for the
general election. When counsel
for the petitioner mentioned the
matter before the first bench led
by Chief Justice SV Gangapurwala
and sought urgent hearing, he
agreed to take it up on Tuesday.
Vaiko, in the petition, said the ECI
is not allotting the symbol despite
his party submitting all the
required documents as directed
by the coyrgin an earlier petition.
He said the commission, instead
of allotting the symbol, has
communicated that the party
does not have authorised office-
bearers and has not submitted
the annual report/ statement.
Vaiko said the commission failed
to take notice of the submissions
already made. '
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ATADMK, DMK clash over
filing papers in Chennai seat

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennai

THE returnmg officer for North
Chennai was in for a rough day
on Monday, as little did he ex-
pect candidates to argue who
would get to file nomination
first. While AIADMK and DMK
argued that their respective
candidate should be al-
lowed to file the nomina-
tion first, the BJP can-
didate who was waiting
outside raised slogans
with his supporters
urgmg the Election Com-
mission to take action
against the Dravidian parties.
According to the ledger at the
office, AIADMK candidate
‘Royapuram’ Mano had reached
to file the nominatian before
DMK candidate Kalanidhi
Veeraswamy. Mano was issued
token seven while Veeraswamy
token ei‘ght...quever; Veeras-

wamy's wife Jayanthi, who was
a dummy candidate was issued
token two.

The trouble began.when
Mano's turn came up. An argu-
ment broke out after minister P
K Sekar Babu and ATADMK
leader D Jayakumar entered
the returning officer’s room

and demanded to allow
their respective candi-
- date to file papers first.
DMK claimed they
should be allowed to file
first as they were issued
token before AIADMK.
According to sources,
both the parties wanted to file
their nomination at 12.30pm,
but they missed it during the
argument. After two hours, the
returning officer allowed the
AITADMEK candidate to file pa-
pers first after checking ledger.
The DMK candidate filed nomi-
nation next, followed by BJP.
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Baalu, Tamilisai,
Murugan, OPS
file papers for
LS election

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE@ Chennal

A large number of candidates
belonging to major political
parties, including DMK's
T R Baalu and BJP's L Muru-
gan and Tamilisai Soundara-
rajan, filed their nominations
on Menday for the Lok Sabha
election. A total of 41%nomi-
nations have been uploaded
on the website of the Office of
Chief Electoral Officer as of
11.30pm Monday and+56 of
them are women candidates.
Only 47 candidates had filed
their papers till March 22.
Over 370 nominations werere-
ceived on Monday, In 2019 elec-
tion, 1,555 nominations were
filed and 942 were accepted.
In Ramanathapuram,
former CM O Panneerselvam
who is leading the AIADMEK
Thondargal Urimai Meetpu
Kuzhu filed his nomination as
an Independent as part of the
BJP-led NDA. Interestingly,
another O Panneerselvam
from Usilampatti Mekkizhar-
patti is also contesting as an
Independent in the seat.
While MDMEK candidate and
Vaiko's son Durai Vaiko filed
his papers in Tiruchy, VCK
general secretary D Raviku-
mar filed his papers for the
Villupuram seat seeking man-
date for a second term. VCK
chief Thol Thirumavalavan is
expected to file his papers on
March 27 seeking re-election
from Chidambaram. Actor
Raadikaa Sarathkumar, V Vi-
jaya Prabhakar, Kathir'Anand,
Nainar Nagenthran, TR
Paarivendhar, and Sowmiya
Anbumani are some of the
other candidates who filed
their papers on Monday. PS5

26 MAR 2024

ATADMK and BJP workers
lock horns in Nilgiris district

CONTIHUED Fiﬂl PAGE 1

. their papers between noon and I pm

on Monday since the pournami

AMMEK general secretary TTV Dhi-  thithi ends at 1.16 pm. Wl{:en former

nakaran ar}d BJP state p'resident K Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa was

anamalal may file their nomina; heading the AIADMEK, it was normal

itions on the last _da\.y on Wednesday.  for party candidates to file their
¢+ Minor, sporadic incidents marked '

ineic papers at a particular time
cthe filing of nominations with Al- simu.ltaneous]y.p S o

~ADMK and BJP workers clash- 1t was perha is

] BJ ; ps this necessity
ing in Nilgiris district and _ for AIADMK to file their nomi-
AIADMK and DMK locking nation within this time win-

~horns in Chennai.

dow that led to a confronta-
tion with DMK leaders in
Chennai North constituency
Both the parties claimed that
their candidates should be al-
lowed tofile nomination first. AIAD-
MK was finally allowed to file first
slmce they had booked an earlier
slot.

-+ As Monday happened to
. be xn *pournami thithi’ (full
‘smoon day), which is consid-
ered auspicious, most of the
prominent candidates of various po-
--.I;tical parties filed their nomina-
~tions. Sources said the AIADMK
-«candidates were instructed to file
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Sow

niya Anbumani

files papers for D’puri,
declares ¥60-cr assets

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

PMK's Dharmapuri candidate
Sowmiya Anbumani filed her
nomination at the collectorate
with much fanfare on Monday.
She was accompanied by her
husband amd PMK leader Anbu-
mani Ramadoss, BJP District
Secretary Baskar, AMMK dis-
trict Secretary DK Rajendran
and Pennagaram MLA GK Mani.
Hundreds of PMK cadres don-
ning party colours gatheped at
the Palavampudur toll gate to

welcome Sowmiya and
Anbumani. :
~ Addressing mediaper'sons af-

ter filing nomination, Sowmiya
listed implementing Cauvery
Surplus Water, Scheme, estab-
lishing SIPCOT, and refrigerated
. warehouse units to benefit farm-
ers would be her priorities,
When questioned about com-
peting against parties like DMK
and ATADMK, she said, “This
may be my first time competing,
but I am no stranger to election
campaigns, [ have visited Penna-
garam and Dharmapuri more
times than I can count and I
know evervone here. 1 have all

Sowmiya with Anbumani Ramadoss
after filing nomination papers | EXPRESS

the support here, especially from

the women.”

As per her affidavit, in 2022-23
Sowmiya earned 1.54 crore as
non-agricultural income and 28
lakh in agriculture income. Her
husband Anbumani had a total
income of ¥12.13 lakh while
daughter SA Sanjuthra total in-
come of T4.061akh. Sowmiyaalso
declared movable assets of Z12.
05 crore, while Anbumani has
movable assets worth ¥67.48 lakh.
Sowmiya declared immovable
assets worth ¥48.18 crore and li-
abilities worth ¥9.15 crore.
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Two saffron party candidatés hooked
for violating Model Code of Conduct

CHENNAL The city police have booked BJP candidates,
paul Kanagaraj (nqrth Chenmai) and Vinoj P Selvam
(central Chennai), in separate cases for violating the
Model Code of Conduct (MCC). Police sources said
that the candidates had conducted meetings with over
200 people in attendance without getting permission
from the State Election Commission. Paul Kanagaraj
was booked by the Tondiarpet police based on a :
complaint from an official of the flying squad of

RK Nagar constituency. Vinoj was booked by the
Pulianthope police for conducting a meeting with
residents of an apartment complex.

i g e
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Over 300 file nommatmn £l Monday

cﬂﬂﬂud More than 800
candidates, including 34
women, have filed nomina-

~ tlon for 39 constituencies in
. the State for the Lok Sabha
: mﬂsonAprﬂls

it was a busy day for tlm return-

- ing officers in all the constitu-

encies as the candidates of the

"DMK and its alijes, the AIAD-

MK and its allies and the BJP
and its allies have lined up
since afternoon to file their
nomination papers.

s Thetwomavid:anmajarsand
other parties opted to file the

-nnmin.ationinlhqaftemomina“ A total

bid ta complete the process dur-
mgnnspieiwsﬂm '
A total of 271 malamndidates

and 34 women candidates nled
their nomination in 39 constitu-
encies. Majority of them filed the

nomination on Monday, So far,

~ Salem constituency Is leading in
number of nominations (20), fol-

lowed by Madurai and Theni
eonstituemieswlthlﬂamil’!re—
spectively.
ﬂmmw
to fite the nomination
~ in the afternoon duting
auspicious time
ff

15 cnnd.ldmes filed
their nomination for Chennai
South, while 14 candidates for
Chmai Norih filed their nomi-

naxions and 10 in Chennai Cen-
tral, according to the ECI (at 8.30
pm on Monday).
- Sitting MPs and DMK heavy
we{ghts'l‘RBaaln(SﬂPenmbu-
Thamizhachi Thmnamn—.

dhi Veerasamy (Chennat North)
and Kathir Anand (Vellore) were
among the 21 DMK candidates
filed their nominations for the
day. Several of the DMK aliies
have also filed their nomina-
tions.” Almost all candidates, ex-
cept minister K N Nehru's son
(Arun Nehru), filed nomination
teday (Monday) as per the lead-
er’s instruction. Nehru's son
filed the nomination paper on
Friday last, * said a source in
DMK,
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.lmlsworth_nsw;; f"‘ii'..;;selzed by
sonnel alnakkal

5 18 gold and sllver
a Iawel trader in Namakkal by
ay. Police said Mahalingam
possession of the jewels,
r wel shops
hy di As he did not have
l‘heme jewels were
_ le gheck. The wels were then
handed over to revenue department authorities and
Jater kept in the treasury. In another incident in the
Nilgiris, the sleuths seized Rs 69,400 from a tourist
couple from Punjab following a vehicle check on :
‘Coonoor-Mettupalayam Road. The tourist couple, who
claimed ignorance of the eash restrictions, was mdeed
moved into tears aver the sqimr& e

Lo
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UMI( lodg es complalnt with CEO
against B.IP for model code violation

CHENNAI: The DMK party on Monday lodged a complaint
with the Chief Electoral Officer(CEQ) against the BJP for
allegedly Indulging in corrupt practice and violating the -
Model Code of Conduct. The BJP party issuedan
'adyertisgment in a website https://pollsurvey.top/ under
the head @2024BJP. The advertisement has the tagline
‘BJP-Election Bonus' and ‘the contents says Congratula-
tions! BJP Election Bonus', DMK's organising secretary
RS Bharathi said ina complaint and pointed out that it was
clear violation of Section 123 of the Representation of
People Act 1951 and the compendium of instruction on
MCC 2024 that says that all parties and candidates shall
avoid sl:rupulouSly all activities which are “corrupt
ctices” and offences’tinder the election law, such as
bribing of voteriand intimidation of voters. He also
attached the scréenshots of the advertisements that
appeared in the website. Flagging the issue, Bharathi
“demanded the Commission to take appropriate action
against the BJP and direct the party to adhere w:thm the
: framewerk of the la\:{
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Election Commission issues over 450
star campaigner passes in Tamil Nadu

CHENNAL The Election Commission has issued as many
as 453 star campaigner passes to 18 political parties.
The DMK, the AIADMK, the CPl, the CPM, DMDK and
~Bahujan Samaj Party have received 40 passes each,
while 1UML, Thol Thirumavalavan’s VCK, Seeman’s NTK,
indiya Jananayaka Katchi and Vaiko's MDMK have
received 20 passes each. Puthiya Tamiligam (19),
Tamizhaga Vazhvurimai Katchi (15) and TTV Dhina-
karan's AMMK (17) have received star campaigners; -
passess to facilitate the senior leaders to carry out
elections, according to the ECI. The star campaigner,
according to the Commissioner, is a person chosen by a
political party and popular politician, who campaign for
the party and its allies candidates across the state.
While unrecognised parties are limited to field a
maximum of 20 campaigners, recongised parties like the

DMK and the AIADMK.can field a maximum of 40.
. v

{

i
i
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L Munm BJP candidate

mmwmnmm:
presence :la&epnes
dent K Annamalai.

can-

“Today, the winning
didate of the Nilgiris LS
constituency, MoS L Muru-
gan has filed his papers to
contest the April 19 parlia-
mentary elections, The
trust of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the

people of the Nilgiris on
Murugan, who has done an
honest and excellent job as
tha Union Minister for the
last three years, will give

NDA biggies Murugan,

: m;m u?ﬁ%?’ﬁ
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Lum‘WMMmm
constituency files Mmm:r

him a great victorym.;hu

election, said  cand
love and affection of the | ' th

Tamilisal flle nommatmns

ical tussle between DMK
and BJP in the State,

Vinoj P Selvam - BJP
candidate for Chennai Cen-
tral, Nainar Nagendran -
BJP candidate for
Tirunelvali, AP Muru-

- BJP candidate
for Tirupur, Pon V Bala-

- panapathy - BJP candidate

for Tiruvallur, Paul Kana-
garaj - BJP candidate for
Chennai  North, Pon
Radhakrishnan - BJP can-
didate for Kannivakumari,

hunagar, Sowmiya Anbum-

~-ani - PMK ?Egidate for
y Krishnagiri, John Pandian
nai candidate for

-BJP Tenkasi.
d other candidates teo

'_ - nomination on Wednesday.__
_Hamh 27 for Coimbatore
- LSmmtltmmy
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Two Leaves: No relief
for OPS from Injunction

- CHENNAI: A division benchof
Madras High Court on Monday  +

- refused to provide interim relief to
former Chief Minister O Panneersel-
vam, who is contesting from Ra- ;
manathapuram constituency, from the
injunction imposed by a single judge
barring him from using AIADMK's two
leaves symbol. i |



CHEN&ALPM[U

:Independent pays nomination
fee in coins, draws all eyes

ependent WﬁeMJayaknmnr i
arﬁqu'i!wﬁhabuinﬁm:szswwins R
mﬂnﬂﬂ#tﬂkﬂmmﬂbhﬁmﬂm A

Themdiﬂatecamdaﬂnﬂmwhenhewaﬂmﬂhﬁo

 the Collectorate gates carrying the basin with coins
on his head. When the guards stopped him, he in- |
ﬁn-medthemﬂ:aﬂmhadbmwhthisnmninaﬂmme

-aawimmtasln',’f"_' roached the Collector’s er
 heended up dropping the basin on the floor.»™
minutes collecting the strewn coins and when it was
time to file 1 ion they were short of Rs 2270
Whic.hhe’ alg meash Wmﬂlﬂ

he said, %Wtﬁ&epeop!eistohnltthel’amn

ot dhat ke AT et o ot St |
13 lakes that are under threat of exploita S Lo

larly several other candidates including DMK bigwig Avadi Jayakumar coming
TR Balu who is contesting in Sriperumbudur filed 0 the Collectorate with a
their nominations with district collector Arun Raj.  basin full of Rs 10 coins

e
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No stay on order banning OPS as AIADMK coordinator

Ponner dnef mwster drmded to uppm-h Elecdm Commission for rellel NO lllegahty in blvag dnga
! 2 o
spl court discharging me
from DA case, submits OPS

mhr-q* minkster  special oart. mmmmm
. O Panntersiao ﬂwwmvasn-a-wwanna
; mmmwawu_ foe further sutmissicn. In 2006 e
there is no ilegality in the.
S d_hm:uﬁﬂlm
S ving Sim © 3

Dispropor densie Asset (DA) case.
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. mﬁ?um sn?d‘\
58 ek Sy o gt thiee carlainly win the polls
votes than his tally in 2019,
BP - capdidate  for the development of Ma
Sreenivasan said that the durai He aleo attacked the
‘Modi wave was sweeping the DMK regime for doing noth-
whole nation. and he world  ing to develop the Temple
cerfainly win the poils. City. In Virudhunagar LS
ATADME candidate Sara-  constituency, Congress par-,

Rsmanathapuram LS
constituency, sitting MP and

wadand th (ght i K s “hn :

JUML candidate K Navaska-
ni is seeking re-election frem
the seat: He is fighting in alll

;- ance with the DMK. 0 Pan-

neersalvam, who is contest:
ing as an independent on be-
half of the NDA. Both filed
_ Karti Chidambaram, Con-

for the Sivaganga. comstity-

tive term. f
Other BIP candidates, in-
cluding Nainar Nagendran,

-state vice president of the

party, and Pon- Radhakr-
iehnan filed their papers for
Tirupelveli and Kanniyaku-
mari constituencies respec-
tively.



DT Next
26 MAR 2024

2024 last opportunity to save
nation, says Manickam Tagore

MADURAI: The upcoming 2024 LS polls
assume greater significance since it’s
aimed at safeguar the democracy
of India. This election could be the
last opportunity to protect India
from the fascist force, Manickam

- Tagore, the sitting Congress MP from

Virudbunagar, said on Monday after

- filing his nomination before the

Virudhunagar Returning Officer.

‘The two-time MP, who's contesting for
- the fourth consecutive term smée 2009,

said he's immensely delighted to contest

‘and to achieve victory from Virudhuna-
gar this time also. Unlike previous elec-
tions, this LS. poll scheduled to he con-

ducted next month, is for the good of the
entire country as democracy seemed on
the verge of eclipse. :

Over the last 50 days, two Chief Minis-
ters from various states were arrested
and jailed by the BJP government's En-
forcement Directorate personnel to
threaten the opposition. The accounts of
Congress party were frozen and funds of
Rs.400 crore raised-during Congress lead-
er Rahul Gandhi's Unity walk were also
frozen by the IT Department.

The Enforcement Directorate's mak-
ing false charges against politicians of

the opposition parties with intent to

threaten them. Even several ministers
were stripped of powers and responsibili-
ties. Citing these, Tagore doubted wheth-
er democracy would prevail in India or

files nomination on Monday

else it would be like Russian President
Vladimir Putin's rule of law in India.
Further talking to reporters, Tagore said
the Virudhunagar constituency is being
continuously neglected by the BJP gov-
ernment as many demands raised in the
Parliament House remain ignored.

The much-awaited AIIMS Hospital
project in Madurai, Textile park in Arup-
pukottai and Madurai- Aruppukottai
railway project only remains in papers
and there’s no concrete action to take off
these projects announced by the BJP gov-
ernment,

Over the last five years, demands were
made repeatedly to make export trade of
crackers manufactured in Sivakasi
through Thoothukudi seaport to various
countries as it could be a welcome fillip
for the manufacturers and workforce
also, but all in vain, he said.
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