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EVMs are tampered when
you lose, fine if you win: SC

Evangelist K.A. Paul says his visits abroad revealed that p

aper ballot system is being followed in

democracies across the world: judge asks him if he wants to

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday indicat-

ed a level of hypo-
crisy attached to criticism
about electronic voting
machines, saying “EVMs
are tampered when you
lose and fine if you win”.

The oral remark was
made by Justice Vikram
Nath before dismissing a
petition filed by evangelist
K.A. Paul, who sought a
judicial order to return to
paper ballots.

Justice Nath, during the
hearing, asked Mr. Paul
whether he wanted fo turn
the court into a political
arena.

Mr. Paul said he was not
playing any politics in
court. He said his visits
abroad to various coun-
tries revealed that the pap-
er ballot system was being
followed in democracies
across the world.

He drew attention to the
fact that the court was
hearing his petition on
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Result ready: Polling officials carrying EV¥Ms amive ata counting

centre in Ranchi, Jharkhand. PTi

Constitution Day.

The evangelist, appear-
ing in person, said the
Election Commission must
be directed to disqualify
candidates found distribut-
ing largesse, money, and li-
quor during elections for
at least five years.

He said corruption
amounted to violation of
fundamental rights to
equality, due process of

law and free speech and
expression.

In April, the Supreme
Court had, in a judgment,
upheld the EVM system of
polling while refusing tore-
vive paper ballots.

‘Significant advantages’
«“The weakness of the bal-
lot paper system is well
known and documented.
Keeping in view the vast

turn court into a political arena

size of the Indian electo-
rate of nearly 97 crore, the
number of candidates who
contest the elections, the
number of polling booths

where voting is held, and

the problems faced with
ballot papers, we would be
undoing the electoral re-
forms by directing reintro-
duction of the ballot pap-
ers. EVMs offer significant
advantages,” the Supreme
Court had reasoned in its
verdict.

The court had observed
that “blind distrust” of an
institution or a system
bred unwarranted scepti-
cism and  impeded
progress.

In September 2023, the
Election Commission of In-
dia had assured the apex
court EVMs could neither
be hacked nor tampered.
In a 450-page affidavit, the
top poll body had stated
that EVMs were “totally
stand-alone machines hav-
ing one-time programima-
ble chips”.

The Bench dismissed
Mr. Paul’s petition.
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SC junks plea seeking return to ballot paper voting
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Only losing candidates claim
EVM tampering: Top court

Cong wants paper
ballots back: Kharge

Refuses To
Entertain Plea
To Go Back To

Paper Ballots

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Noting that it
was only losing candidates
who suspected tampering of
electronic voting machines
(EVMs), Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to entertain
a plea seeking that voting be
done through paper ballots
and asked the petitioner to
raise his grievances before
the appropriate authority.
“What happens is, if you
win the elections, EVMs are
not tampered. When you lose
elections, EVMs are tam-
pered,” a bench of Justices
Vikram Nath and Prasanna
B Varalesaid.
Petitioner K A Paul, who
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argued himself, said most
countries had gone back to
paper ballots voting as EVMs
could be tampered with.
Trying to convince the
court to at least issue notice
on his plea and seek response
from Election Commission
(EC), the petitioner said even
Teslachief Elon Musk had re-
cently said that EVMs could
be tampered. Underscoring
that political parties had also
started doubting EVMs, he
said Andhra Pradesh chief
minister Chandrababu Nai-
duhad said in 2018 that EVMs
could be tampered with and
now his opponent Jaganmo-
han Reddy was making the
sameallegation.

“When Chandrababu Nai-
du lost, he said EVMs can be
tampered with. Now, this
time, Jaganmohan Reddy has
lost, he said EVMs can be
tampered,” the bench said.

In April, the SC had dis-
missed a batch of petitions
seeking a return to the paper

ballot system.

e

t

Subodh.Ghildiyal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Dropping a

bombshell days after the rout

in Maharashtra elections,

Congress president Malli-

karjun Kharge on Tuesday
demanded that the govt junk
the EVMSs and hold elections
on paper ballots. He claimed
the votes of SCs, STs and
OBCs are going waste and pa-
perballots willreveal thetrue
strength of BJP.

Kharge said, “We don’t
want EVMs. We want that
votes should be cast on ballot
papers. Let EVMSs remain in
Narendra Modi’s or Amit
Shah's homes, they can keep
them in godowns in Ahmeda-
bad, there are a lot of go-
downs there. Just hold the

¥ elections on
“4 paper. Then
i - you(BJP) will
weeeie el know  where
4 youstand.”

Speaking
at  “samvid-
han rakshak sammelan” in
the capital which was also at-
tended by Rahul Gandhi and
other leaders, Kharge said
Congress should start a cam-
paign for paper ballots, like
Bharat Jodo Yatra and said
Congress will talk to other
partiestooonthe issue.

The stunning demand
came amid repeated doubts
expressed by Congress over
votingmachinessinceitsloss
in Haryana, which have only
intensified in the wake of
its alliance MVA's rout in
Maharashtra.
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SC junks plea for ballot vot; g
Don’t want EVMs, says Kharge

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
AJ«'D PREETHA NAIR @ New Delhi
THE Supreme Court on Mon-
day rejected a public interaest
litigation (PIL) filed by an
evangelist seeking the reintro-
duction of the physical paper
ballot voting system in elec-
tions in India, saying allega-
tions about electronic voting
machine tampering are raised
only when people lose polls.
The petitioner, founder of
the US-based organisations
Global Peace Initiative (GPD)
and Gospel to the Unreached
Millions, argued that political
leaders such as Chandrababu
Naidu and Y § Jagan Mohan

Reddy had gquestioned the au-
thenticity of EVMs. To this, a
two-judge bench comprising
Justices Vikram Nath andPB
Varale said: “When Chandrab-
abu Naidu or Mr Reddy lost,
they say that BV Ms are tam-
persd and when they won, they
don't say anything, How can
we see this? Wa are dismissing
this. This isnot the place whers
you argue all of this.”
Meanwhile, the Congress on
Tuesday demandsad that
EVMSs must be abolished
and elections conducted
through ballot Daper.
Speaking at a function
to mark the ‘Constit-
tion Day’, Congress

president Mallikarjun Kharge
called for a campaign on the
scale of Bharat Jodo Yatra to
Create awareness about retirn.
ing to ballot papers,

The demand comes amid
concerns among opposition
parties over allaged manipula-
tion of EVMs in Maharashtrs
and Haryana elections,

Referring to the Maharash-
trapolls, which the NDA swept,
Kharge allegad industrialist
Gautam Adani had a role to
play “Tdonot wish to speak
about elections, but I

would say the votes of
the poorand opprassed
are going to waste,” he
alleged.
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Rejecting plea for ballots, SC says habit
of politicos to blame EVMs after poll loss

-

NEW DELHE The Supreme
Court on Tuesday dismissed
a petition seeking fo revert
to ballot paper voting in
elections in the country.

“What happens is, when you
win the election, EVMs (elec-
tronic voting machines) ars not
tampered. When you lese the
election, EVMs are tampered
(with),” remarked a bench con-
sisting of Justices Vikram Nath
and PB Varale.

Apart from ballot paper vot-
ing, the plea sought several di-
rections including a directive to
the Election Commission to dis-
qualify candidates for a mini-
mum of five years if found
guilty of distributing money,
liguor or other material induce-

ment to the voters during polls,

When  petitioner-in-person
KA Paul said he filed the PIL,
the Bench said, “You have in-
teresting PILs. How do you get
these brilliant ideas?.”

The petitioner said he is the
president of an organisation
which has rescued over thrae
lakh orphans and 40 lakh wid-
OWS.

“Why are you getting into
this political arena? Your area
of work is very different,” the
Bench ratorted.

After Paul revealed he had
been fo over 150 countries, the
Bench asked him whether each
of the nations had ballot paper
voting or used electronic vot-
ing.The petitioner said foreign
countries had adopted ballot pa-

per voting and India should fol-
low suit. There was corruption
and this year (2024) in June, the
Election Commission an-
nounced they had seized Rs
9,000 crore, Paul responded.

“But how does that make
yourrelief which you are claim-
ing here relevant? * asked the
Bench, adding “if you shift
back to physical ballot, will
there be no corruption? .

Paul claimed CEO and
co-founder of Tesla, Elon Musk,
stated that EVMSs could be tam-
pered with and added TDP chief
N Chandrababu Naidu, the cur-
rent chief minister of Andhra
Pradesh, and former state chief
minister YS Jagan Mohan Red-
dy had claimed EVMs could be
tampered with.

@ When
Chandrahabu
Haidu lost, he said
EVMSs can be
tampered with. Now
this time, Jagan
Mohan Reddy lost,
he said EVMs can
he tampered with

~ SC Bench
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Daily Thanthi - 27.11.2024 (Cifumw«‘) =

Supreme Court dismisses plea for ballot papers. (It is OK if you win and you
complain if you lose)
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Dinamalar - 27.11.2024 ( Ccirb=rove)

If you lose EVMs are tampered and if you win EVMs are Super — Plea for
ballot papers dismissed.
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Tiruchirappalli Edition — Dinamani

SC in EVM case — No issues if you win — malpractice if you lose?



Tamil Nadu — Media coverage on Supreme Court Case on EVMs —27.11.2024

The Indian Express —27.11.2024 { Ttvanetvels)




Tamil Hindu - 27.11.2024 (7 Tvsneiuelt)

Plea for Ballot Papers dismissed. (If you win it is OK, you criticise if you lose)
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SC in EVM case — No issues if you win — malpractice if you lose?
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Madurai Edition - Daily Thanthi

SC dismisses plea for ballot papers in Elections
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Salem Edition — Hindu Tamil

SC dismisses plea for ballot papers

Salem Edition — Dinakaran

Complaints on EVM - SC dismisses plea for ballot papers




Salem Edition — Kalaikathir

Nagercoil Edition - Dinamani

SC in EVM case — No issues if you win — malpractice if you lose?




Coverage in District Editions

Tiruppur — Covai Edition
Tamil Hindu 27.11.2024

Plea for Ballot Papers dismissed. (If you win it is OK, you criticise if you lose)




Tiruppur Edition - Dinamalar
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If you lose EVMs are tampered and if you win EVMs are Super — Plea for
ballot papers dismissed.




Thanjavur Edition - Hindu Tamil




Dharmapuri Edition - Indian Express




