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BIP requests EC to
videograph voting
at all polling booths

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections, the BJP has re-
quested the Election Com-
" mission (EC) to-ensure that
the voting process at all

polling stations is video-

graphed, and polling
booths are set up at high-
rise housing societies to

help urban voters exercise .

their franchise.

In a memorandiun sub-
mitted to the poll body on
Wednesday, the BJP also
urged it to consider re-
forming the approval pro-
cess for political parties’
media content to make it
faster, arguing that this
would allow them adeq-
uate time to plan their
campaign.

Its other demand was
that the EC should ensure
that there is no ambiguity
in the rule regarding put-
ting flags and making wall
paintings by party workers

at-their homes during elec-

tion campaigns.

‘Gaps remain’

The memorandum, sub-
mitted to the EC by a BJP
delegation comprising Un-
ion Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw and party national
general secretary Arun
Singh, said that though
these issues have been

Party asks Election
Cominmission to set
up polling stations
at high-rise housing
societies t00

raised by it in the past and
the EC has strived to ad-
dress them, “gaps still re-
main and these gaps need
an immediate resolution
ahead of the general
elections”.

Speaking to the media,
Mr. Vaishnaw said that the
delegation urged the poll
panel to set up booths at
high-rise apartment com-
plexes in urban areas as
much as possible so that
eligible voters at such resi-
dential buildings could ex-
ercise their franchise.

“CEOs/DEOs may be di-
rected to call special meet-
ings of political parties to
inform them of setting up
new polling stations and

other arrangements so as |

the residents in these so-
cieties are informed and
assured accordingly,” the
memorandum said.

“Our second request

was that video recordings
be done at 100% polling
booths [during the elec-
tions],” Mr. Vaishnaw said,
adding that at present, vi-
deography is done at 50%
polling booths only.
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JP brass brainstorms

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, FEB. 28

Ahead of the BJP ceﬁtral ;

election committee's (CEC)
‘ meeting on Thursday, the
top brass of the party on
Wednesday brainstormed
over. the probable candi-
dates for the Lok Sabha
‘polls in many states. Uni-

on home. minister Amit-

Shah and BJP president
J.P. Nadda held separate

meetings with party lead- -

ers from Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi
and Uttarakhand, among
others. }

So.far, similar meetings.

with leaders from Uttar
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and
Telangana have already
beenheld. -~ -
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' On Wednesday, the BJP .
approached  the

Election .Commission,

‘urging the poll Jbody to .

‘process at all polling sta-

videograph the voting .

tions during the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections
and set up bopths in com-
plexes housing high-rise
buildings. i

In a memorandum, the
BJP. also urged the poll

‘panel to consider reform-.

ing the. approval .process.
for political parties' media’

on list; CE

“ambiguity in the rule per-
- taining to putting up flags

"at their. homes during

" “'The. party delegation,

FIRST LIST LIKELY
“TODAY; Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
home minister Amit
shah may figure in it.

1 gl

ces, the first list is expect-

heavyweights like Prime
Minister Narendra’ Modi
-and Mr.Shah. "The first list
‘ats that the BJP had lost in
the 2019 general election.
" The names of Mr Modi
and Mr, Shah, who was
. then the party's national

: _ Commission’
According to party sour-

‘ed to include the names of

. may also include many se-:

: president and had made
- his Lok Sabha poll debut

from Gandhinagar, were
on the: party's first list of
candidates for the 2019
Lok: Sabha elections .as
well, ', .
While the lists of candi-
-dates in 2019 were released
only after the. Election
g ‘had
arinounced ‘ the general
election schedule, it is
going to be different this
time as the BJP looks to
follow the template seen
‘during the last round. of
Assembly polls in five
states when it named its
‘candidates, especially in
the seats the party hadlost
five years earlier, before
the announcement of poll
dates. ®P7

content to malke it faster,
allowing. them adegquate:
time to plan their cam-
paigin. ;

1t also.requested the EC
to ensure there is 1O

and making wall paint-
ings by party workers -

polls.

comprising Union_miniSe
ter Ashwini Vaishnaw
and party national gener-

‘al secretary Arun.Singh

met the poll panel with

the demaﬁds. SR

Mr Vaishnaw said the
BJP delegation urged the
poll panel to set up booths’,
at “high-rise apartment

- complexes in-urban areas.

as much as possible so

* that the maximum num-

ber of ‘eligible voters. at -
such residential buildings -
could exercise their fran-

" chise.

~ “Qur second request was
that. video recordings be
done at 100 -per cent
polling booths (during the
elections),” Mr Vaishnaw
said. : : :
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Law panel may push

for joint po

NEW DELHI: The Law
Commission is likely to
recommend adding a
new chapter to the
Constitution on ‘one
nation, one election’
and hoiding the
gigantic democratic
exercise of simultane-
ous polis for Lok
Sabha, state assemblies
and local bodies across
the country by mid-
2029, sources said on
Wednesday.

The Commission, under
Justice (retd) Ritun Raj
Awasthi, would recom-
mend an amendment to
the Constitution to add
the “new chapter or part”
on simultaneous elec-
tions, the sources said.
The panel would also
recommend synchronis-
ing the terms of legisla-
tive assemblies in “three
phases” in the next five
years so that the first si-
multaneous polld could be
held in May-June 2029

L] v

1Is in 2029
when elections for the
19th Lok Sabha are due.
The new chapter in the
Constitution would in-
clude issues related to
ssimultaneous election”,
«eustainability of simul-
taneous elections” and
«common electoral roil”
for Lok Sabha, state legis-
lative assemblies, pancha
yats and municipalities
so that the three-tier si-
multaneous polls could be
held together “inone go”,
they explained. The new
chapter being recom-
mended will have power
of non-extant” to override
other provisions in the
Constitution dealing with
terms of assemblies. The
five-year period in which
the terms of assemblies
will be synchronised will
be spread over three phas-
es. It would recommend
that the first phase may
deal with state assemblies
whose period will have to
be curtailed by a few
months. :
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People surrender voter |
lands registered as porombokie

TIRUCHY: After the revenue officials
mistakenly registered a residential area
as poramboke in UDR (Updating

* Registry Schemae), the residents who
have been dwelling in the village for
more than 35 years have surrendered
their EPIC to the RDO in Thanjavur on
Wednesday as they were not able to
obtain patta for their land.

1t is said, there are more than 3,000 families
residing at Sannapuram village located un-
der Thirunageswaram town panchayat in
Thanjavur and they have been paying the
taxes for property and water and obtained
EB connection, Aadhaar and yation cards.
In such a backdrop, the revenue officials
undertook UDR survey in 1988 and mistaken-

S ds

1y registered the particular residential area as

‘poramboke land. Since then, the residents

were not able to get patta for their land and
they were keeping on approaching the offi-
eials for resurvey of the land but the officials
failed to pay attention to their requests.

The irate residents decided to surrender
their EPIC with the Thirnnageswaram VAC
and boycott the upcoming Lok Sabha polls.
They collected all the 8,000 ID cards and
went to the office of the VAO. When they
went there, they saw the Kumbakonam RDO
Poornima was present and so they handed
over their cards with the RDO, The protest-
ing residents told the RDO that they would
collect back the cards once the district ad-
ministration conducts resurvey and distrib-
utethem patta, ;
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