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Traders’ bodies raise concern
over negative impact of flying
squad inspections on business

- Grain merchants at Kovambedu say retailers are unable to purchase sufficient goods due to the

cash limit under MCC. Thgse carrying cash within the limit have also faced problems, they allege

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNAI

raders’ organisa-

tions in the city

have raised con-
cern over their business
being affected due to vehi-
cle inspections conducted
by the flying squads
formed to enforce the Mo-
del Code of Conduct (MCC)
for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions.
Grain  merchants  at
Koyambedu  Wholesale
Market Complex said retail
traders from other districts
such as Chengalpattu and
Kancheepuram visited the
Koyambedu market, which
was a hub of perishable
goods.

With the cash limit
sealed at 350,000, mer-
chants were unable to pur-
chase sufficient goods. The
sales have reduced to 35%-
40% of the normal sales as
customers fear carrving
huge amounts of cash, said
a wholesale grain mer-
chant.

Protest planned
The Tamil Nadu Vanigar
Sangankalin Peramaippu

Poll procedure: A flying squad inspecting a vehicle on Anna Salai in the city ahead of the Loic-Sabha

election. R RAGU

plans to down shutters in
protest of alleged harass-
ment faced by farmers,

ais, and the public till
April 19 if the issues are not
resolved.

In a press briefing held
the city on Thursday, A.M.
Vikramaraja, the body's
president, said it had alrea-
dy submitted a memoran-

dum to the Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) earlier this
month, seeking an in-
crease in cash limit to ¥2

Similar petitions detail-
ing on issues aftecting trad-
ers whenever the MCCis in
place were also submitted
to the Election Commis-
sion of India.

Mr. Vikramaraja alleged
that even traders carrying
cash within the allowed li-
mit faced problems during
the inspections and seized
cash was returned in plac-
es such as Ashok Nagar in
Chennai and Karur.

Representatives of the
rraders’ body plan to meet
the CEO in a few days.
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Voter.awareness drive at 18
localities in Chennai North

The Chennai District Election Office has started
educating voters of critical polling stations at 18
localities in Chennai North constituency. Sector
magistrates have visited the neighbourhoods of
R.K. Nagar and Kolathur to conduct street
awareness programmes and build capacity ahead
of the Lok Sabha election. Most of the areas

- where voters face the risk of intimidation were

* identified in R.K. Nagar. A total of 760 officials of
the Reserve of India (RBI), Life Insurance

. Corporation (LIC), and the Centre will be

appointed as micro-observers in critical and
vulnerable polling stations.
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‘Amibassadors for 21
dlsablllty categories
identified to make

poll more accessible

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In an effort to promote ac-
cessible elections, the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC) has ideptified
- ambassadors for tife 21 dis-
. ability categories.
“This is the first time in
- the country that ambassa-
dots who are persons with
| disabilities have been iden-
tified to make ‘elections
more accessible. As part of
* the training programme
for the polling dfficers, the
problems highlighted by
the community were also
incorparated,” said a se-
nior official from the GCC.

Every polling station
- will have around one to
| three wheelchairs, and
- ramps are being set up,
- and the staff at the station
. are being equipped to as-
~ sist persons with disabili-
ties.

Welcoming the move,
| Raghuraman  Kalyanra-
man, GCC-appointed am-
| bassador for the visually-
impaired, stated that this
initiative would ensure that
everyone had equal access
to cast their vote.

“We are trying to work
outtaccess audits for all
: polllng stations in Chennai
along with the Differently-

Wheelchair facilities
and ramps are also
being set up at

the polling stations
to assist persons
with disabilities

abled Welfare Office under
the GCC," said Smitha Sa-
dasivan, GCC-appointed
ambassador for multiple
sclerosis.

Furthermore, the GCC
has planned to take mobile
vans with a model elec-
tronic voting machine t
the three Lok Sabha consti-
tuencies to conduct voting
exercises. “This exercise
will be organised with the
ambassadors. Persons with
disabilities can come to-
gether to better under-
stand how the process
would play out,.” the offi-
cial added.

The GCC has also
planned for a mobile van
service to ferry the persons
with disabilities to polling
stations.

Currently, the initiative
is only in Chennai district,
stated disability rights acti-
vists. They urged the State
government to extend this
to every district to ensure
accessible elections for
persons with disabilities.
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Chennai’s poll-related

helpline has received
only 19 calls in 12 days

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

With the Lok Sabha Election of
2024 approaching, efforts to in-
crease voter furngut and raise
awareness are ongoing. 1
However, it has come to light
that the helpline for election-
related queries in Chennai dis-
trict - 1800-425-7012 - has only
received 19 phone calls from
March 16 to 28, according to in-
formation provided by an offic-

er working in the helpline con-.

trol room.

Meanwhile, the 1950 hotline
receives a minimum of 250
phone calls a day, the dfficials
said and added that these were
mostly regarding the non-is-
suance of voter identity cards,
banners and posters, or any
civic issue.

“Complaints regarding polit-
ical parties distributing money
have not been registered so far

via any medium. This may
change once the final list of
nominations is released and
leaders begin actively cam-

paigning in the city,” an official
gaid

Recently, on social media
platform X (formerly Twitter),
a post read: “My 86-year-old
mother is keen to vote. She has
not been given a Form 12D so

“far. Contacted 1950 and they

told to contact the local officer
concerned. The officer pro-
mised to come on [March] 25
and when reminded again, said
[March] 26. Not attending my

calls today also.” The complai-

nant'’s name and complaint
number were mentioned in the
post.

An official with the helpline
said the issue would be looked
upon and that there were also
follow-ups regarding earlier
complaints but none had been
left unattended.
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Model code violation plaint
filed against Annamalai

Race Course Raghunath of the DMK has filed a
complaint with the Coimbatore Collector against
BJP leader K. Annamalai for allegedly violating
the model code of conduct and undervaluing his
assets in his election affidavit. He said the rules
had stipulated that only five persons accompany
a candidate for filing of nomination. But Mr.
Annamalai entered the hall with over 50 people.
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More heroes to turn up for campaign

N. RAVIKUMAR [DC estervear, | inluding join the campaign for the sinoe he was not
CHENNAL

missinginthe . DMK is niore popular for - called for the poll campaign * Gavathrl op o e
his Udhayanidhi e ALADAR
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wwm debates on Tamil film by Hm joined:
The Lok Sabha campaign ‘Haasan will be the and film songs than as an actors who will the elections but they are oy Radhika knowmto tles want some hercines
this time will see more film  leading hero who takes part  actor 3 ‘mestings and canvass not used by the party in the people, mi:hu;’ and comedians (0 be called
heroes as parties have not i election campaign When actor Vadivelu vis-  support for the DMK candi-  these lections. women. thi for the poil show, at least in
the DMK and its alliance . ited the rial of for- datesturnouttobe herves. At the moment, the BJP Actor who the last two weeks, since
tioneering while a few hero- party mer Chief Minister For the AIADMH, actor has more star power than  sought a ticket to join the campaigns by heroes alone
ines of the Cangress - throughout — Karunanidhi and described cumddirector K. Bagyarnj. the  AIADMK ~ since rsce in Chennai, s  are expected to be serfous
to campaign, are staving (he state. itasatemple it wasexpect- and  a  leading hero  Samthkumar and his wife away from the lime with the glamour and
away Former MLA Vaagai ed that he would be called - Ramarajan besides comedi- Radhika are actively seek- lifht. She was given an  humour fquotient
The list of herves to take Chandrasekar who was in mrl:guimwmnxtnrme an - Senthil, Gundu' ing voles for the BJE MLA seat in the 2001 missing 1
part in the campaign the DMK for nearly rul party Vadivelu is  Halyapam and g

torcum-actor T Raj h Soori, acto who %
actedasheroinafewfilms. Radha Ravi and SS  who was eardier called speaks more a sea-
Radhika is me of Chandran. Now, ‘Paroita’ Soori, too, was soned tician. The
contestants for the BJP  Chandrasskar is the lone to be listed as a  AJADME had not invited
and she is actor who will seek voters  campaigner for the DMK.  Senthil was
T constituency for the niling DME. However, the actor said he ready to on the
Virudk Heroines of  ‘Dindigul’ Leoni, who will  would not take part inelec-  party's platform.
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Nominationsof27 -
candidates accepted
after scrutiny in

Pondy, says official

Puducherry, March 28:
Puducherry District Election
Officer A Kulothungan on
Thursday said at the end of
scrutiny of nominations filed
by 34 candidates for the lone
ﬁk Sabha seat, 27 were accept-

' Speaking to reporters, he
said that there was good coop-
eration fpom parties and can-
didates” during the filing of
nominations. The candidates
whose nominations were
rejected were either independ-
ents or alternative candidates
to the main contestants of
po_lciltisal parties, he |

said. .
The last day for withdrawal
of nominations is March 30
and the election will be held on
April 19.

Kulothungan said the voter
strength of Puducherry is
10,23,699. Of them 4,80,569 are
men and 5,42,979 are women.
There are 151 voters coming
under the third gender catego-

ry.

The union territory has
28,921 first time voters. There
are 97 voters who are 100 years
and above and 8,031 are 85
years and - above, he
said. -

The election officer said 1,609
voters who are 85 years and
above and 1,322 persons with
disabilities have applied to
vote from home in Puducherry

There will be 967 polling sta-
tions spread over the four
regions of  Puducherry,
Karaikal, Mahe and
Yanam., :

All the polling stations will
be webcast. As many as 12
companies of the Central
Armed police force would be

v on duty during the polls and
already two companies have
arrived in Puducherry, the offi-
cer said. —PTI
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‘Not many takers in TN for |

_ social medi

th political cam-
paigning on social
media  becoming

part of contemporary
demoeracy, it is slowly and
steadily picking up in this
part of the country Though
political parties have begun
using social media to propa-
eate their achievements and
seek support from voters,
they are not sure if this
form of communication
will improve electoral out-

comes.

My Fst Vote For Modi,
hosts short videos high-
lighting the development
work done by the Modi gov-
ernment., The website u;;er-
mits people to pledge their
support for Modi and share

@ videa stating the reason

behind their choice.

The BJP has been target-
ing first-time voters with
short videos centred afound
the Modi government's ini-

a campaigns

tiatives in different sectors,
Meanwhile, the Election
Commission instructed the |
Union ministry of electron-
ics and information technol-
ogy to stop sending a letter
by the Prime Minister from
the account “Viksit Bharat
Sampark” to WhatsApp
users immediately Parties
prefer social media plat-

o forms which help them to

connect with people linme-
diately without restrictions
anpd  have a large
user hase.
Since Facebook has many
restrictions on advertise-
ments on political pages, FB
now does not have many
takers. Platforms like
Instagram and Twitter
cater to a specific audience.

Political leaders also
appear on YouTube chan-

nels of popularsocial media ,
influencers to connect with |

the younger
audience.
However, analysts are

sceptical about the power
social media on voter pay-
chology. It is unlikely that
social media campaigns can
influence the opinions of
traditional voters or die-
hard party supporters who
have their loyalties fixed
based on factors like caste
and community

While candidates in Tamil
Nadu want their poll cam-
paigns to connect with vot-
ers who depend on social
media to get information,
they are also hopeful that
their credibility, popularity
and charisma will swing the
volers in their
favour.
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2lk rowdies under '
police watch ahead

of Lok Sabha poll

Times News NETWORK

Chennai: Ahead of the par-
- liamentary elections, police
: have intensified their drive
: against rowdies and anti-so-
i cial elements. They have
: placed 21,000 rowdies across
¢ thestate undersurveillance.
:  TamilANadu is going to
: poHs on April 19. In order to
: ensure peaceful conduct of
. elections, police have initi-
: ated these measures. “Row-
: dies can influence voters
: during the election as they
: can intjmidate them or cre-
: ate law and order problems.
: We will ensure they are not
: part of any campaigns, ral-

¢ lies or meetings during elec-

: tion time,” said a senior po-
¢ liceofficer.
The police commission-

~ erates in Chennai, Tamba-

: ‘ram and Avadi have intensi-
fied the drive and officers
have been directed to moni-
tor A+, A and other category
rowdies in their jurisdic-
tion. Police also have set up
check posts to track the
movement of anti-social ele-

...........

Z15L cash seized

Chennai: The Election flying
squad team (FST) officials
recoveredz1slakhfroma
bakery shop owner during
vehicle checks at Tondiarpet on
Wednesday night. Officials led
by election officer
Muthamizhselvan intercepted
a motorcycle on llaya Mudali
Streetin Tondiarpet. The
suspect, Kubendran of
Athipattuin Tiruvallur, was
found carrying the cash in his
two-wheeler. Kubendran failed
to produce valid documents for
the cash. :

ments. In 2023, Chennai city
had 3,800 anti-socials. These
figures were3,674 in 2021 and
2,711in 2022.

Cops have taken under- |
taking from more than 3,000 :
anti-social elements assur- :
ing not to trigger any law- :
and-order problems, :

Those who violate this :
will face strict action, police :
said. :

...............................................



- Number given
- to report code
~ Violations

: Chennai: The district elec-
: tipn officer for Kancheepu-
: ¥am Lok Sabha constituency
: has released the contact num-
: bers of observers to report
: any violation ofthe model
: code of conduct. People can
: contact Bupendra S Chaud-
;.hary (general) - 75488 81882,
: Bharat Reddy Bommareddy
i (police) - 63855 15308 and Mad-
: hukar Aves (revenue) - 72005
-+ 55395 to report any violation.
:  Earlier,districtelectionof-
: ficer Kalaiselvi Mohan
. chaired a meeting with candi-
‘dates along with election ob-
Servers, _
The ECI has capped the
poll expenditure by candi-
- dates at 395 lakh. The officials
" instructed the candidates to
- keepan account of the expen-
. diture and be ready to submit
¢ the details of the expenses be-
- fore the polling date as and
when thedistrict election offi-
cer issues a direction. The
candidates were also instruct-
ed to keep an account of dona-
tions made to them including
the donor’s bank account de-
tails and cheque numbers.

.............................................
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Pohtlcalpartles must take

KP.Saikiran@timesgroup.com

flexes, posters off trees

Thiruyananthapuram: Po-
litical parties can't place flex-
es, hoardings, and posters on
trees in Kerala, Y

The Forest Departiment
has instructed district collec-
tors to take strict action
against those Who misuse
trees on roadsides and public
places for advertising purpos-
es. This restriction also ap-
pliesto election campaign ma-
terials, posing a challenge to
political parties campaigning
for Lok Sabha polls.

The instructions from ad-
ditional chief secretary (for-
est and wildlife) to director of

panchayats and district col-

lectors were issued based on
reports provided by addition-
al principal chief conserva-

et | :
L e A

The restriction will apply to election campaign material too, posing

a challenge to political parties campaigning for Lok Sabha polls

tors of vigilance and forest in-
telligence, as well as social for-
estry divisions. Most cam-
paign materials had shifted to
trees on roadsides and public
spaces after district election
officers began implementing
the EC’s instructions.

Courts have also issued
critical orders against using
publicspaces for political prop-
aganda. In March 2022, the HC
made serious remarks against
political parties and organisa-
tions using public spaces fo
erect their flag masts,
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YOUR VOTE MATTERS
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STEP QUT N VOTE: As part of an awareness campaign, a 11,000 sqft
rangoli at Everwin School in Kolathur serves a reminder to all citizens

about the significance of 100% voting in the Lok Sabha elections
Y
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Poll code takes gleam
off gold biz, jewellers
knock on CEO door

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Sinie o

A few days after jewellers from
Coimbatore complained about
the severity shown by the ECI
squads, office-bearers of the
Tamil Nadu Jewellers Federa-
tion, a statewide body pf 83
jewellefs association, khocked
on the doors of Chief Electoral
Officer Satyabrata Sahoo on
Thursday to apprise him about
the fregtient incidents of poll
officials detaining vehicles car-
rving jewellery, resulting in a

“We have a few authorised
precious goods vehicles that
carry insured parcels with ail
necessary documents between
jewellers and between branch-
es of jewellers, When the au-
thorities detain the entire vehi-
cle for four or five days with all
valuables inside, the traders
will land in great hardship as
the stock prices are very high
and withholding them for a
long time increases the work-
ing capital costs of both jewel-
lers and manufacturers besides
disrupting the delivery sched-

lot of hardships to them. ule to the customers,” he said,
The jewellers also urged the adding that since the Akshaya
CEO to direct the EC Tritiva day on May
officials on the fiéld to 10 is fast approach-
check for legitimate ing, jewellers are
documents and not to preparing their in-
detain the vehicles for. DECODE ventory for the sales
many days since with- on that day.
out the movement of The Coimbatore
goods from one place Jewellery Manufac-
to another, the busi- turers Association,
ness cannot be done. on March 25, com-
They also pointed out oy 508G plained to the CEO
thatthe jewellery busi-  Thajewellerssaid  about the severity
ness in the state in-  {heirradehas ~ shown by EC offi-
volves around ¥51akh  comedownby clals to the
jewellers, manufactur- 5004 after the code  jewellers,
ers and goldsmiths. of conduct for the If this continues,
Talking to reporters s polls came into~ We Will be forced to
after submitting a rep- effect close down our
resentation to the CEO shops for around 50
at the secretariat, Jay- days when the MCC

antilal Challani, the president
of the Jewellers & Diamond
Traders Association Madras,
said their trade has come down
by 50% after the model code of
condutag for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions came into effect. One of
the conditions in the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC) says
people are not allowed to carry
cash more than 350,000, He said
asovereign of gold costs 50,000
and the customers have to car-
‘ry cash from small towns to big
cities for purchasing gold for
marriagesand other functions.
The election officials should
check the genuineness of the
people carryving the cash and
allow them to carry out their
purchases,

is in force and about 1 lakh
families will be affected,” the
association said and added that
even if the jewellers produce
valid documents for the gold
and jewellery they transport,
the EC officials hand over the
jewellery to the Income Tax
department.

“We have availed huge
amounts as loans from the
banks, and if the situation per-
sists, how can we repay the
loans? The officials can collect
the supporting documents with
the declaration and the princi-
pal manufacturer and the trad-
ers should be allowed the trad-
ers to move with the goods for
further business,” the associa-
tion sald.
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21K rowdies on watchlist as cops aim to curb crime

-EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal

WITH less than a month left for
the Lok Sabha election, Tamil
Nadu police have intensified
their drive against rowdies and
anti-social elements, as a pre-
cautionary measure, and are
actively monitoring over 21,000
- such suspects across the state.

The police have also taken an
undertaking from nearly 3,000
anti-social elements, warning
them not to indulge in any dis-

ruptive activities.
Commissionerates in Chen-

nai, Tambaram and Avadi have

intensified the drive and

Until about a year ago, Depu-
ty Commissioners of Police
(DCP) across commissioner-
ates had exercised pow-

Station House Officers ers as executive magis-
have been directed to trates to detain
identify A+ and A cate- habitual offenders if
gory rowdies in their ju- they were found vio-
risdiction and take up< lating personal bonds
dertakings fram tHem. promising good
Those who violate the un- conduct.

dertakings and indulge in crim- However, the Madras High
inal activities or public nui- Court stripped the powers of
sance have been warned of the DCPs last year, quashing a
strict action. GO passed in this regard and

3
L 4

effectively clipping the wings
of the police over preVemwe
detentions.

In September last year, the
state police launched “TracKD',
an application and integrated
data management system for
tracking criminals. The police
use the app to track the wherea-
bouts of history-sheeters and
prevent serious crimes, includ-
ing revenge murders. The pro-
files of nearly 30,000 history-
sheeters were also digitised for
the police to monitor them.
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Cattle farmers in TN feel pinch as ECI’s
350,000 cash cap rule corrals business

JEVIH SELWYN HENRY @ Dharmapuri

FOR lakhs of farmers living in
Tamil Nadu's hinterland, cat-
tle, goat, and sheep are the
beasts of burden that help
them pull through the vagaries
of life. For these farmers, live-
stock are their investment, in-
come, and insurance. During
festivals, emergencies, or while
admitting their wards to
schonls or colleges, rural
households trade their live-
stock for cash at shandies to
make ends meet. But the cash
restrictions imposed by the
Election Commission of India
as part of the Model Code of
Conduet have now pushed them

- R Murugan, a trader from
Gopinamthampatti in Dhar-
mapuri, told TNIE, “In Dhar-

amapuri, cattle rearing is one of

the key occupations. The dis-
trict has over 3.75 lakh cattle
and more than 5.25 lakh sheep,
goat and other milch animals.
Cattle trade happens periodi-
cally in open markets in Nal-

ampatti and Papparapatti and
other areas. Every week, on
Wednesdays, hundreds of peo-
ple from Dharmapuri, Krishna-
giri, Salem, and even from Kar-
nataka visit the market to
purchase cows and other ani-
mals. While normally, the vol-
ume of trade crosses ¥55 lakh,
this week it was only 743 lakh,

lampalli, Bommidi, Gopinath-

&

adropof almost 25%."

Cash would be returned if
cause is genuine: Officials

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

“BECAUSE of fear of EC flying
squads, buyers and traders are
limiting their sale and pur-
chase to mazimum extent pos-
sible. They wait for days to get
back their hard-earned money.
Usually a goat is sold for 26,500
t0 39,500 and a good cattle could
fetch more than 45,000.
But since the maximum
cash allowed is only
50,000, many farmers
and traders are reluc-
tant to carry cash with
them. A few traders
hav&ﬁeen caught in the
past by thede EC teams,”M
Selvraj, another farmer, said.
Meanwhile, a few Erode farm-
ers who were not aware of poll
code rules, landed in trouble on
Thursday. Three farmers who
had over ¥1.26 lakh cash with
them after concluding a cattle
trade had to hand over the cash
to an EC team as they had no

papers to prove the trade.
Enraged over the confisca-
tion of cash, over adozen farm-
ers arrived at Evode collector-
ate and demanded an
explanation from officials.
Farmers said, In Krishnagiri,
farmers said lack of enough
buyers in Pochampalli cattle

market is crippling their lives.

NS Sivaguru, a farmer,
said, “About 1 crore
worth of cattle trade
happens in Pochampal-
1 market every week.
But this week, there
were no buyers. Usually,
buyers from Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Maharashtra, And-
hra Pradesh arrive at the mar-
ket. There was over 75% drop
in number of buyers.”

Poll officials told TNIE, “The
ECI had banned carrying more
than 250,000 in cash. If the cash
is being carried for genuine
reasons, it would be returned
after verification.”
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‘Offer postal ballot facility
torailway staff in TN & KL

Southern rly union secy writes letter to CEC, warns of legal action

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
& Madurai =
AFTER the Election Commis-
sion of India’s notification for
the provision of postal ballots
did not include railway employ-
ees of Tamil Nadu and Kerala,

Southern Railway Mazdoor Un- _

ion (SRMU) Assistant Zonal -

Secretary V Ramkumar wrote
a letter to the Chief Election
Commissioner, seeking the in-
clusion of the staff from the
two aforesaid states in the noti-
fied category.

In his letter, V Ramkumar
said that he had earlier written

to Prime Minister Narendra:

Modi requesting that the facil-
ity of postal ballots be extended
to the employees of the Indian
railway The staff were théh in-
cluded under the ecategory of
absentee voters on essential

services, and they were covered
under the postal ballot fa-
cility Ramkumar noted
that during the state as-
sembly elections in
2021, the essential stafl
from Tamil Nadu had
exercized their fran-
¢hise through postal
ballot.

With the first phase of the
Lok Sabha election nearing
April 19, Ramkumar requested
that the railway stafl of Tamil
Nadu and Kerala be included in

the category for postal ballot.
“The ECI has given postal bal-
lot facilities to the essential
staff working under various or-
ganisations in various states,
including the railways. The or-
der, however, did not include
the railway employees working
in TN and Kerala. This is
against the principles of natu-
ral justice. In TN, staff of Mer-
cantile Marine, BSNL,
CMRL, Ministry of Infor-
mation & Broadcast,
FCI, and media persons
have been included to
avail of postal ballot fa-
cilities,” the letter read.
Thus, he requested the
ECI to officially announce
the inclusion of the essential
staff working in the railways at
the earliest, “Otherwise, 1 will
be bound to seek legal action,”
said the letter.



~No break from r,uckus“for Chennai North
poll office, this time over pape |

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Chennai =

THE office of Returning Offic-
er Katta Ravi Teja witnessed
high drama on Thursday with
the LS poll candidates for Chen-
nai North constituency raising
charges against rival contend-
ers and vociferously demand-
ing that the officer reject
their respective opponents’
nominations.

BJP's candidate Paul Kana-
karaj set the uproar in motion
by alleging that the license of
the notary advocate, who had

L4
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candidate ‘Royapuram’

Mano's candidature as

he allegedly omitted

that a ‘threat to mur-

der’ case was pending

against him, in the nom-
ination paper .

The commotion lasted for

about two hours and the re-

attested the nomination

paper of DMK’s Kalani-

dhi Veeraswamy, had
expired. Before long,
members of the DMK

who had arrived to wit-

ness the serutiny of nom-
inations, began clamouring
for the rejection of ATADMK

commeotion over who files nomination first on Menday

Just four days ago, the members of the Dravidian majors had caused
a commotion in this same office arguing over who gets to file their
nomination first. Meanwhilg en Thursday, police personnelin large
numbers Were deployed to the Returning Officer's office in Chennal

North to ensure that the situation did not snowball into a clash

r scrutiny

turning officer temporarily
kept the nominations on hold.
Police personnel in large num-
bers were deployed to the office
to ensure that the situhition did
not snowball into a clash.

Later, Ravi Teja announced
that both DMIK's and AIADMK's
nominations were approved as
the allegations raised against
the candidates were not ade-
quate to warrant rejection. Just
four days ago, members of the
Dravidian majors had caused a
commotion in this same office
arguing over who gets 1o file
their nomination first.
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Peanuts as wage hike draw barbs in poll season

: _llTElllIl CHBUSEY @ New Delhi

A paltry annual hike in daily
wages under the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Em-
plovment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA) for unskilled
workers was jeered at by the
Opposition, with Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi promis-
ing to jack it up to 400 a day,
Each state has a different
daily wage rate under the
scheme. Haryana was at the top
of the pecking order at 2374 af-
ter the revision this year while
in Uttar Pradesh it was just
2237. In gross terms, states like
UP and Assam witnessed an in-
crease of just ¥7 as compared to
last year while the wage rise in

MGNREGA WAGES FOR UNSKILLED MANUAL WORKERS

mwmsmm& lKerala 33 N6 9%
WAGES IN WadhyaPradesh 121 143 9.9%

TAndhia Pradesh - 1?2 300 10.2% iMgharashtra 773 797  B.1%

hsam B8 W9 29% 0dsha BT Bk L%
Bha  CNR M5 74% fPuned 303 0 6.2%
iChhattisgarh - 221 243 9.9%  fiRajasthan 255 166 4.3%
fGuarat 25 20 93% ilamilNady 204 39 8.5%
1602 32 356 10.5%  ITelangana 212_ 300 10.2%
Haryana 35 M 4T%  WarPradesh B30 31 3%
Usk e B9 6% 1Uttarakhand I!ﬂ . %

Uhakhand 218 245 148 IWEstHengal Bl B0 54%
IKamataka 6 M 110.4% s

Goa was 228. The annual revi-  ment official termed the revi-
sion by the Centre is meant to  sion a routine exercise,
mitigate inflation. A govern- Taking a dig, Rahul sarcasti-

¥

cally said, “Congratulations to
MNREGA workers! The PM
has increased your salary by
7. Now he might ask you,
“What will vou do with'such a
huge amount of money?'”

Trinamool leader Saket
Gokhale sharply criticised the
inadequate increase of wages,
especially in West Bengal.
“Shameful & shocking that in
today’'s wage revision an-
nounced for MGNREGA, Modi
Govt has increased wages for
workers in Bengal by only 5%,"
Gokhale posted on X.

Goa topped the chart with a
hike of 10.56%, while in Karna-
taka it was 10.4%, MP and
Chhattisgarh 9.9%, Gujarat
9.3% and Bihar 7.4%.
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109 to contest
in 3 city seats
for'24 LS polls

Chennai: A total of 109
candidates will be con-
testing the Lok Sabha

elections from the three

parliamentary constitu-
enciesinthecity.
Out of the 109, nine

i candidatesarefromreg-

istered state and nation-

i al parties including

DMK, AIADMK and the

BJP.

In North Chennai, 36

candidates will contest,

and in south, 41 will con-
test and in central, 32
will contest the elec-
tions.

A total of 80 applica-
tionshavebeenrejected.
Applications of candi-
dates from the major po-
litical parties have been
accepted. TNN
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Poll fever rises as issues in:
‘nomination 1eads to ruckus

CHENNAL Tension pmailed
in several parts of the
state when the nomina-
tions for the upcoming Lok
Sabha polls were taken for

consideration on Thursday,

Nominatlons of the BJP state
president K Annamalai in Co-
imbatore and AMMK leader
TTV Dhinakaran % Theni
were objected to by the DMK
and AIADMK. functionaries
over discrepancies in their fil-
ing creating a furore.?
Despite opposition, poll offi-
cials accepted the nomination
papers of the two candidates.
Members of Dravidian majors

on Thursday urged the presid-
“ing officer in Coimbatore to

reject the nomination of the
BJP state president and Coim-
batore candidate K Annama-
lai after he used the court Tee
stamp for the affidavit filed as
part of the nomination, which
is considered a violation as
per filing norms.

In the case of TTV Dhina-
karan, the NTK and DMK
cadres in Theni objected to
the nomination stating that
the candidate had failed to
disclose cases  pending
against him. After details
were provided and clarifica-

Photo: Justin George
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tion issued, the nomination
was admitted.

Asmany as 1,749 nomina-
tions have been received in
39 constituencies in the
state, Out of the applications

664" nominations have been

rejected, while the remain-
ing 1,085 have been accepted
after scrutiny on Thursday.
For Vilavancode by-poll,
eight nominations have been
rejected out of the 22 and the
remaining 14 have been de-
clared as valid, Tamil Nadu
public election officials told
media on Thursday.
Reacting to the issue, DMK
Rajva Sabla MP P Wilson ina
social media post said, “one
politician from the state is
challenging others to write
UPSC exams and often boasts

Scnltlny of nommation chaired by Katta Ravi Thela.
returning officer in Chennai on Thursday

that he was an IPS officer,”
which has come a cropper in
the filing of nominations (re-
ferring to irregularities in
Annamalai’s papers).

Reacting, Annamalai said
that the regional parties
were scared over his candi-
dature and objected to the
nomination fearing defeat.

Meanwhile, DMK's Salem
candidate TM Selvaganapa-
thy’s nomination papers were
accepted after some delay as
AIADMK and independent
candidates complained of his
voting rights in two places in
violation of norms.

Advocates representing
the candidate explained that
an application had been filed
to remove his voting rights
in one place.
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Schedule to meet'
poll observers in
Chennai released

CHENNAI: The Greater Chennai
Corporation on Thursday
announced the venue and
visiting hours to meet the
election general observers of
3 constituencies in the
Chennai district.

The public, representatives of
political parties, candidates, and
their agents can meet the officers

regardingetection queries and

grigvances.

The general observer of the
north Chennai constituency
Kartikay Dhanji Budhdhabhatti
has been appointed to monitor the
Assembly constituencies in the

Dr Radhakrishnan Nagar,
Rovapuram, Perambur, Kolathur
and Thiru Vi Ka Nagar. He can be
met at new government guest
house meeting hall, Wallajah
Road, Chepauk from 4 pm to 5 pm
and reach out to 8445910953, noted
an official release from the Ripon
Building on Thursday.

The candidates, political party
members, and public of central
Chennai constituency shall meet
Dr D Suresh at the new
government guest house meeting
hall between 11.30 am and 12.30
pm. People can contact mobile
number 9445910856 for poll-relat-
ed issues. Similarly, the general
observer of south Chennai of
various assembly segments
including Virugambakkam, T
Nagar, and Shollinganallur will
also be available at the same
venue and those who wish to

- meet Muthada Ravichandra shall

visit from 11 am to 12 noon.
Complaints related fo poll
violations may be done through the
24-hour toll-free number at
Thennai district election office
through 1950, 1800 425 7012, 044-2533
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Tamil Nadu’s 120-yr ‘Grand
Old Party’ with 55 members

CHERNAL: OF the 6.23 crore peaple who are
eligible to vote for the upcoming general
election in Tamil Nadu, as many as 35 are
aged above 120, show data from the

Election Commission of India. In ail,
3,337 are aged 100 or above, lf!,dt!ed.

Asmrmemmi mﬁ'nmw above
0, of whom 29,33 are male voters and 1,07,128
are female voters. Alse, 14,44,851 are aged above
80, it revealed.

dradt electoral

roll of the Special Summary Revision of Photo Electoral
Rolls 2024 published in October 2023 had puithe total
number of voters aged above 100 at more than 16,300 -
15,788 aged between 100 and 109, 381 between 110 and
119, and 137 aged above 120.

Chief Electoral Officer of Tamil Nadu'Satyabrata
Sahoo had told the media on Tuesday that the commis-

sion has received more than seven lakh requests from

those above 5 years and differently abled persons.

Voters between 30-40 hold the key

Of the 5.23.33.925 voters in the State, nearly 1.29 crore
persons are agad between 3 and 38, while 1.37 crore are
in the 40 to 49 category, That is, almost 43 per cent of the

COUNT OF BENTENARIANS

the general elections. According to the data, the trend of
women voters outnumbering men continued in the
State. There are 3,17,19,665 female volers as against
3,06,05, 793 male, Majority of the women voters fell in the
age grotip of 40 to 49 (39,92.094 voters),

This was followed by electors aged 30 to 39 vears
(1,10,51,484) and 20 to 29 years category (1,10,17.679).

There are 10,92,420 voters aged 18 to 19 years, the
first-time voters. Unlike in other age ranges, women
accounted for the least numbers in this group
(5,07,113 girls as against 5,865,153 boys).

There are a total of 8,467 third-gender persons. The
numbers, according to activists, indicate that more
transpersons were left out,
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