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Sahoo reviews
arrangements
for vote count

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chief Electoral Officer Sa-
tyabrata Sahoo on Thurs-
day chaired a virtual meet-
ing to review preparedness
for the counting of votes
polled in the Lok Sabha
election.

He reviewed secunty
and other arrangements
with all District Election
Officers and Returning Of-
ficers, a press release said.
Additional Chief Electoral
Officer Sankarlal Kumawat
and Joint Chief Electoral
Officer H.8. Srikanth were
among those present.
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Campaign season ends;
last lap to decide 57 seats

The seventh and last phase of voting will be held in éight States and Union Territories; Varanasi,

where the Prime Minister is seeking re-election for a third term, is among the constituencies

Sreeparna Chakrab
NEW DELHI

urtains came down
C on Thursday on the
high-octane cam-
paign for the Lok Sabha
election, which saw politi-
cal parties try and weave

narratives, often acrimo- |

nious, over issues ranging

from caste, religion, reser-
| vation and citizenship.
- The seventh and last
. phase of voting will be held
- on Saturday for 57 seats in
- eight States and Union Ter-
ritories, including in Vara-
- nasi, where Prime Minister
‘Narendra Modi is seeking
' re-election for a third term.
- Among these seats, the BJP
- had won 25 in 2019.

nearly two-month cam-
'paign were the searing
‘heat and low voter turnout
‘as compared with the 2019

The two constants in the

e

“;

 The final push: Congress leader Rahul Gandhi addresses a public meeting at Shaheed Bhagat Singh

Nagar; Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal holds a roadshow in Patiala; Prime Minister Narendra Modi .
holds a mace at a public meeting in Hoshiarpur of Punjab on Thursday. Ani

figure. Voting has been
completed in 486 seats in
28 States and Union
Territories.

The turnout in the first
six phases was 66.14%,
66.71%, 65.68%, 69.16%,
62.2% and 63.36%,
respectively.

Mr. Modi held 206 ral-
lies, events and roadshows
during the campaign pe-

riod. He held his last rally
in Hoshiarpur of Punjab on
Thursday.

The Prime Minister
headed to Kanniyakumari
in Tamil Nadu to meditate
on the Vivekananda Rock
Memorial till June 1. Oppo-
sition parties have raised

concerns with the Election -

Commission as Mr. Modi’s
meditation coincides with

Campaign season ends;
last lap to decide 57 seats

During the campaign in the battleground State of
West Bengal, while the Trinamool Congress kept
the focus on its welfare schemes, including
‘Lakshmir Bhandar’, through which women
above 60 years are given T1,000 per month, the
BJP, which is the main challenger, spoke about the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA). The BJP also
attacked the Trinamool government on the issues
of corruption and the State teachers’ recruitment
scam.

In Bihar, RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav was the
star campaigner, who held 251 public meetings,
sometimes even in a wheelchair.

In Odisha, the campaign ended during which
Mr. Modi questioned CM and BJD supremo Na-
veen Patnaik’s health. The BJD chief hit back, say-
ing Mr. Modi was just “trying to garner votes.”

the silent period.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi addressed his last
public programme at a vil-
lage in Khatkar Kalan of
Punjab, the birthplace of

Bhagat Singh.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

MORE REPORTS
» PAGES 13 & 14
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NOTEBOOK

During election time, expect the
unexpected

Covering the Lok Sabha elections for the first time can be equally

thrilling and daunting

Satvika Mahajan

ing her feet in the industry, cover-
ing any election can be intimidat-
ing, and a Lok Sabha one even more so.
During election season, there is a con-
stant influx of information and misinfor-
mation. There are dozens of speeches to
cover, interviews to conduct, and places
to be at. Some of these assignments can
throw up surprises and involve quick tur-
narounds. All reporters prepare meticu-
lously before elections, but regardless of
the effort, something or the other tends
to happen which changes the course of
our coverage. In short, we always have to
be prepared for the unexpected too.
For instance, just ahead of the polls,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal was
arrested. This was an unprecedented
event that none of us foresaw. On the day
of the arrest, I was having a slow news
day. But as updates of the Enforcement
Directorate reaching the Chief Minister’s
residence came in, I rushed to the site
with my colleagues and saw him being ta-
ken away. The arrest landed the Aam

F or a cub reporter who is just find-

' Aadmi Party in a crisis and changed its:

campaign, likely made a difference to pu-
blic opinion, and affected our coverage of
the elections in the capital too.

There were also days when I found my-
self unprepared to deal with the contrad-
ictions in narratives or unable to trace the
source of a narrative or belief. In north-
east Delhi, for instance, where riots
broke out in early 2020 over the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act, 2019, several pe-
ople I spoke to recounted a particular
narrative against the Congress’s candi-
date, Kanhaiya Kumar. People dismissed
him as the leader of the “tukde tukde
gang” — a pejorative catchphrase used to
. refer to groups allegedly supporting sedi-
tion and secessionism — but when asked
where they had heard this, many of them
did not have a proper answer.

Similarly, while researching and writ-
ing about the candidates in the fray, I

realised that it was difficult to take a call
on which aspects about them were im-
portant, which ones were unimportant
and avoidable, and which ones were per-
haps unimportant but still interesting.
Additionally, we reporters must also
deal with the fact that there are certain
aspects or events in a person’s life that
cannot be written about due to several
factors. For instance, the candidate may

‘have faced a case years ago. But if that

case was withdrawn later, do you include
it? Similarly, it can be tricky to write
about personal details that shaped the
candidate’s motivations.

One day, despite doing my research
and discovering crucial details about the
candidates buried in larger stories, I was
still caught off guard. During an inter-
view, [ asked the candidate many perso-
nal questions, including what he does
when he takes breaks from campaigning.
When I asked him about his children, he
paused, unable to speak. I did not realise
that he had lost his child. A member of
his team answered instead. I quickly
changed the subject and we moved back
to talking about politics.

Most importantly, [ was unaware of
the impact of some of these stories on
readers. Journalists spend their lives
chasing stories, with little time to really
look back at the previous day or report.
We file so many stories that we even for-
get about them sometimes. But readers
don’t forget. Stories, I have come fo
know, can even change their mind about
a particular issue or person. I learned this
one day when a reader called me and
said, “The profiles you are writing for the
candidates in my constituency will de-
cide who I vote for”

To hear that was thrilling, albeit daunt-
ing. Since that phone call, while inter-
viewing candidates, I have tried even har-
der to put myself in the shoes of the
people of the constituency and ask ques-
tions that the voters may want answered.

satvika.mahajan@thehindu.co.in
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B 57 seats in 7 states and UT to vote tomorrow in last phase :'

Curtains drawn on LS p

Varanasi/Chandigarh,
May 30: The high-pitched
campaigning for the sev-
enth and final phase of
Lok Sabha elections in 57
seats in seven states and

the Union territory of !

Chandigarh on June 1
ended Thursday evening.

" Polling is scheduled in
all 13 seats of Punjab and
four of Himachal Pradesh,

13 constituex_lcies in Uttar

Pradesh, nine in West
Bengal, eight in Bihar, six
in Odisha and three seats
in Jharkhand besides
- Chandigarh. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
is seeking a third consecu-
tive term from Varanasi.
Voting is already over in
486 seats in 28 states ‘and
Union territories. The
turnout in the first six
phases was 66.14 per cent,
66.71, 65.68, 69.16, 62.2 and
63.36 per cent respectively.

=

Poll.ing officials with EVMs and other election materials
|eave for their respective polling stations in the higher
hills of Himachal in Lahaul and Spiti on Thursday. — PT/

Counting of votes will be
taken up on June 4.

The campaigning saw
BJP leaders led by Modi
accusing the Congress and
the INDIA alliance of

being corrupt, an_ti—Hindu‘

and engaging in loot,
appeasement and dynastic
politics.

The Opposition parties
have been claiming that
the BJP is anti-farmer,
anti-youth ~ and will
change and scrap the
Constitution if they win
the elections.At a rally in
Odisha, Congress presi-
dent Mallikarjun Kharge

also claimed that BJP,

oll campaign
i

leaders were ftrying fto
project Modi as the
"aleventh avatar” of Lord
Vishnu but the people of
the country will mnot
accept.

On Thursday, former
prime minister
Manmohan Singh accused
Modi of lowering the dig-
nity of public discourse
and the gravity of the
office of the prime minis-
ter by giving “hateful
speeches” during the poll
campaign. '

In an appeal to voters of
Punjab, Singh asserted
that only the Congress can
ensure growth-oriented -
progressive future where
democracy and
-Constitution will be safe-
guarded. He also hit out at
the BJP government for
imposing the “ill-con-
ceived” Agnipath scheme
on armed forces. — PTI
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Bharti.Jain@timesgroup.com

¢ New Delhi: Turnoutamong
i third gender (TG) voters has
i seen a steady increase since
i the 2014 general election —
w}mg Election Commission
i rggjs{ermgthemasa
8 category — with
thephase-wtihfemtmﬂ:);lTG
i electors in the'present elec-
i tion so far fluctuating be-
i tween 18.7% and 342%, as

focus on enrolling yulnera-

ble sections like .
P with bﬂiﬁ%..m{

i ta148,D44TGelect0rswerem
: the electoral roll as'on
i March 16, 2024, up from
39m5m:m£!and28,52‘7m
ioo014.
: 7 Many third gender vot-

: ersprefertoregister asmale
; orfemale.onenduetnfearof
i coming out, since electoral
: roll is a public document,

and lack of social accept

: ance. :
i »TN has majority, P13

: 1h1rd gender voters
b2t with 57K registrations

2024 General Election

Total registered Third Gender
(TG) electors as declared by
EC on March 16, 2024:

Phase 1

 MAKING THEIR PRESENCE FELT _

(Third Gender lectors were classified by G as ‘Others'in 2014)

bﬁum?l

owever, wath the EC
having sensitised its
machinery on the
ground and growing socie-
tal acceptance, third gender
(TG) voters in states/UTs
like Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Pu-

- ducherry,Goa, Andhra Pra-

desh, Telangana, Bihar, Del-
hi, Uttarakhand and Harya-
na are coming forward to
not only register as a sepa-
rate category butalso to cast
their vote.
. The polling percentage
among thethirdgenderelec-
tors in each of the six com-
pleted phases of 2024 gener-
al election was higher than
the overall TG turnotit re-
corded in2019. While Phase6
saw the lowest round-wise
turnout at 18.67%, a higher
22% TG electors voted .in
Phases 23.9% in Phase 2,
2% in Phase 3, and 31.3%
in Phase 1. A look at the
states/UTs that went to polls
in a single phase — for
which the gender-wise turn-

‘outs are available — shows

the highest TG turnout in
Goa at 75%, followed by Pu-
ducherry at 69.5%, Sikkim
at 66.7%, Andaman and Ni-
cobar at 50%, Andhra Pra-
desh at 44.3%, Kerala at

40.9%, Tamil Nadu at 32%,

.Gujaratat30.8%, Telangana

at 30.2%, Uttarakhand at

295%, Delhi at 28% and Ha-

ryanaat18.2%.

In the 2019 Lok Sabha :
poll, Puducherry had re- :
cordeda TG turnoutof 74%, :
down from 85% in 2014,even :

thoughabsolute numbers of

those who voted went up :

from17to 71in the same peri-
od. Kerala saw 35.6% of
third gender electors come

out to vote in 2019, though it

had nil TG electors in 2014.

The 2019 TG turnout was
25.2% in Gujarat, 22.2% in
Andaman and Nicobar,
19.9% in Tamil Nadu, 18.5%
in Uttarakhand, 17.8% in
Andhra Pradesh, 15.4% in
Telangana and 14.3% in Ha-
ryana. While polling per-
centage of TGs in Delhi im-
proved to 23.5% in 2019 from
18.4% in 2014, the absolute
numbers of TG reg;stered
_had slipped from 839 in 2014
"t0669 in 2019.

Of thetotal39,075TG vot-
ers registered in 2019, a ma-
jority 5,793 were in Tamil
Nadu, followed by 3,957 in
Andhra Pradeshand1,504 in
Telangana. The data relat-
ing tostatewise distribution
of TG electors registered in
2024 isnotavailable vet.
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 EC: PM’s meditation exercise
doesn't violate ‘silence penod’

Bhuﬁ.iah@timesgroup .com

New Delhi: Prlme Minister
: Narendra Modi's two-day -

meditation at Vivekananda
Rock Memorial in Kanyaku-
mari, Tamil Nadu does not vi-

: olate the silence-period in
force for Phase 7 of general
election 2024, as Representa- '

tion of the People Act, 1951,
prohibits campaigning only.
in the constituencies going to
polls in that phase, as per an

assessment of the Electlon“ :

Commission.

“Section 126 of R P Act
deals with prohibition of pub-
lic meeting(s) or propagating
and displaying election mat-
ter(s) to public, during the op-

eration of silence period. .

However, it is not applicable
in a case of multi-phased elec-
tions if content of election
matter relates to subsequent
phase(s) and in no way, has
any reference to the polling
area under silence period,”
EC sources told TOI a day af-
ter Congress complained to
the poll panel about the PM’s
‘retreat’.

SINCERE PRAYERS: Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Vivekananda
Rock Memorial in Kanyakumari on Thursday

Congress had alleged that
the trip was a “tactic” to cir-
cumvent the silence period
and “unfairly leverage the

ho-cultural significance
of the chosen location...tabol-
ster his(Modi's) campaign”.

While all constituencies
in Tamil Nadu had voted in
the first phase on April 19, the
last phase of pollingon Junel
will cover 57 parliamentary
constituencies including Va-
ranasi, from where the PM is

contesting. “So long as one
does not talk about the con-
stituency or locality where
election ishappening, thereis
no bar on a star campaigner
being in a non-polling area,”
they added.

Incidentally, PM Modi will
beobservinga ‘fastof silence’
from Thursday evening to
Junel. “If thereare nospoken
words as reported, there
seemstobenoviolation,” said
anEC official.
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SC readies to examine validity

phananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: As the election
campaign marked by announ-
cements of freebies and cash
doles wound down, Supreme
Court is readying to hear a
bunch of two-year-old PILs
which demanded that politi-
cal parties compute the fiscal
burden and spell out their
plans to mobilise resources
for the promised schemes.
From free education and
meals for students in the1950s
to free ration in the 1960s, free
colour TVs, laptops and - mix-
er-grinders by the turn of the

century,freebies quickly esca- -

lated to free electricity, water
and bus rides. Political par-
ties have scaled new heights
with every general and as-
sembly election by making
generous and, very often, un-
realisticpromises.

A bench of CJID Y Chan-
drachud and Justices J B Par-
diwala and Manoj Misra had
heard detailed arguments on
a bunch of PILs, led by onefil-
ed by advocate Ashwini Upad-
hyay, consecutively on Nov 22-

File photo
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UNREALISTIC PROMISES

923 last year. But the case has
since remained part-heard.
Though advocate Vijay Han-
sariaon a couple of occasions
requested the CJI, prior tovot-
ing, for completion of the
hearing, the matter remained
off the bench’s roster.

SC registry sources said
thematter waslikely tobelist-
ed for hearing shortly after
the court resumes normal
work on July 8 after a month-
and-a-half-long summer vaca-
tion. The PILs were referred
to a three-judge bench on Aug
26, 2022, by a bench headed by
then CJIN V Ramana, asitre-
alised that adjudicating the
reliefs sought in these pet-
itions would reguire recon-
sideration of a two-judge
bench verdict in S Subrama-

niam Balajijudgment of 2013.

In the Balaji case, the pet-
itioner had argued that com-
petitive announcementof fre-
ebies by DMK and AIADMK
amounted to bribing votersto
influence their voting and
was, hence, a corrupt practice
under the Representation of
the People Act. SC had dis-
agreed and said, “It is well set-
tled that the concept of liveli-
hood is no longer confined to
bare physical survival in
terms of food, clothing and
shelter but also now necessar-
ily includes basic medicines,
preliminary education, trans-
port, etc. Hence, the state dis-
tributing largesse in the form
of distribution of colour TVs,
laptops, etc to eligible and de-
serving persons is directly re-
lated to the Directive Princi-
ples of State Policy.”

Incontrast, SC, while deal-

ing with the Upadhyay-led
PILson Aug 26, 2022, had said,
“Treebies may create a situa-
tion wherein the state govt
cannot provide basic ameni-
ties due to lack of funds and
the state is pushed towards

of freebies

imminent bankruptey. In the
same breath, we should re-
member that such freebies
are extended utilising tax-
payers’ money only for in-
creasing the popularity of the
party and electoral prospects.
All election promises cannot
be equated with freebies as
theyrelatetowelfareschemes
or measures for the public
good. Notonly are theseapart
of Directive Principles of
State Policy but are also a re-
sponsibility of the welfare
state.”

The EC, after initial reluc-
tance to take a stand, recently
filed anaffidavitin SCpropos-
ingﬂ:latpartieswtﬂdbéasked
to provide data on estimated
number of beneficiaries, like-
ly expenditure and total fi-
nancial burden and the
meanstogeneratetheamount
required to fulfil the prom-
ises, But political partieshave
suggested to the court not to
venture intothearena of elec-
toral politics and said parties
were responsible enough to
understand the fiscal burden
whileannouncing freebies.
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Yesterday's weirdness is tomorrow's reason why
-HUNTER S THOMPSON

For Future Polls
Campaigning is over. EC got many things right.
But there are areas it can do befter =
C ampaigning for the final phase of Lok Sabhaelections ended

yesterday. Remaining57seatsacross eightstates will see poll-
ing tomorrow. Regulating the 18th LS election has presented
EC with unigue challenges. For example, proliferation of campaigning

through social media and use of deepfakes are currents of recent
origin. Now; at the tail end of the world’s largest democratic éxercise,
there are important takeaways for EC. It must acton these, to improve
the experience of all stakeholders from hereon.

Polling is physical | Using Jan1asareference point, the electo-
rate’s size had already expanded since 2019 by another 72.8m to.
968.8m voters. Over18m in the18-19 age group became eligible to vote.
Voting for most requires travelling to polling booths. Evidence
indicates that it's not always been an easy experience.

Rl Forexample, TOI hasreported that for Delhi’s
b geven seats, there was a decline in both the
% humber of booths and locations compared

to 2019, even though the electorate ‘had
expanded by 9L. The impact of suchasqueeze
. is unevenly spread, though it does tend to
. make voting harder for the elderly. Polling
" booths need to be in sync with changes in
the electorate’s size.

Data leads to credibility | If India’s
elections are credible, EC deserves most of the
credit. In a society with many fault lines,
‘ transfer of power has been smooth because
of the electorate’s trust in the process. An aspect that engenders
trust is timely release of data, even if this isn’tlegally mandated. A
former election commissioner has observed that doubt is created
because of want of information. !

Duration makes a difference | India’s political discourse can
be coarse. During election season, it gets worse. The untisually long
duration - over six weeks ~ meant that EC was put under a lot more
pressure in terms of violations of the model code of conduct (MCC).
Intense heatwaves this summer didn’thelp matters.

Consistency is the key | Arguably, the hardest task is to hold
politicians accountable when they. violate MCC. But when a
constitutional court intervenes to uphold MCC, EC’s credibility ta-
kes a knock. EC’s decisions will often be contested. But what will
temper criticism is the perception that the watchdog is consistent
and quick in reacting to violations.

That said, a positive takeaway+in 2024 is the rise in turnout in
J&K. EC deserves credit for it.
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